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verwalten und Beiträge darin posten. Alle ansehen The Student Diploma Project for Operation Recognition provides veterans and interns, who were unable to complete high school due to military service or internment, the opportunity to receive a high school diploma. Watch our
documentary and meet our class of 2020 - five prominent veterans who gave up their high school careers to serve our country and protect our freedoms. If you have the right to participate, submit a request today! David Rodriguez | Salinas Californian Empty playgrounds, empty classrooms
and full houses are the new normal for public education in Monterey Country.Distance learning has caused concern for many low-income students who do not have internet access. And the numbers show that the home pitch is not the same. At the time of the closures, the Monterey County
Education Office (MCOE) determined that there were more than 6,000 K-12 students from Monterey County schools and districts who did not have access to a device in the home and 11,279 who lacked connectivity at home. Dr. Deneen Guss, Monterey County Superintendent of Schools,
created a Digital Equity Team (DEQ) to combat the lack of technology and Internet access across the county. We've known about the digital divide for a long time, Guss said. It's not new. But it was never, until this emergency, a civil rights issue. Other people might not say that, but I think it
might be a civil rights issue of our era. You can't have children who have access to high-quality learning and those who don't. Everyone must have this access. It cannot continue when the health emergency is over. We need to find out, we need to work it out. Students, especially low income
families, are bringing the buzz of stay at home to slow the spread of COVID-19. It is important that the community sees that it's not easy for all students,' said Summer Prather-Smith, senior director of migrant education region XVI for McOE. Distance learning has appeared the true inequality
that exists for many of our students. One way MCOE is lying about the technological divide is sending Buses equipped with Wi-Fi to certain locations in the region. Families can park near the bus to get connectivity for their cars. As we work to ensure high-quality distance learning for all and
are planning the possibility of extended or repeated east school closures, we know that an Internet connection is a lifeline and a learning bond for our students, Guss said. We are grateful to MST for their partnership for bringing connectivity to our students when they need it most. We are
also grateful to the community member, Mary Ann Leffel for bringing the idea to us. According to Carl Sedoryk, Monterey-Salinas Transit CEO, MST and MCOE will continue to work together to establish Wi-Fi hotspots in places that are in most internet access needs. In a survey given to
Monterey County families, parents of students in K-12 education have expressed concerns about the distance learning model. Many cannot help with schoolwork or supervise their children during distance learning because of their own work schedules or limited English. For families without
Wi-Fi, participation in live classes or online tasks is not an option. Even with Wi-Fi, navigating the technological devices themselves and creating a home environment for school work is challenging. Data from a Pew Research study found that 41% of lower income parents are very
concerned about their children being left behind at school as a result of school closures, compared with 21% of middle-income parents and 17% of higher income parents. Many Monterey County parents reported not feeling like their children are spending enough time on academics at
home. They fear their children are left behind, leaving a lasting impact on their education. MST buses are parked in 11 different locations across the county to provide internet access for students in need. Here's when and where the buses will be: Serving the Greenfield Union SD Area: Mary
Chapa School at 490 El Camino Real, Greenfield. Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. to .m.. Serving the Greenfield Union SD Area: Oak Ave. school at 1239 Oak Ave., Greenfield. Monday to Friday from 10:45 a.m.m. to 12 p.m..m.Serving the Salinas UHSD area: La Paz Middle at
1300 N. Sanborn Rd., Salinas. Monday to Friday from 10:00 to.m 12.m.Serving the Salinas UHSD area: La Paz Middle 1300 N. Sanborn Salinas. Monday - Friday 1 to 2 p.m.Serving South Monterey County JUHSD: Salinas Valley Fairgrounds at 625 Division St., King City. Monday -
Thursday from 13:30 .m to 15.m.Serving the USD Soledad at 425 Gabilan Dr., Soledad. Monday - - From 10 a..m to 12 .m.Serve the USD Soledad at 441 Main St., Soledad. Monday to Thursday from 13.m to 14:45 h.m. Serving the USD Soledad at the YMCA at 560 Walker Dr.,
Soledad. Monday - Thursday from 3:15 p.m to 5.m.M. Serving the USD Soledad at Jimenez Camp McCoy Rd., Soledad. Thursday - Friday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m..m.Serving in the King City Union School District: Salinas Valley Fairgrounds at 625 Division St., King City. Monday to Thursday
from 3:30 p.m..m to 5 p.m..m.. Serving the King City Union School District: Salinas Valley Fairgrounds at 625 Division St., King City. On Fridays from 1:30 p.m p.m. to 5.m.MCOE expects students and parents to take advantage of the resource as much as possible. It will last while we have
enough people using the service. If there are only a couple of people using the service, it might not be the best use of our resources, Guss said. We need to know if community members are going to take advantage of this. If they are, and achieve the goal of giving our students access to Wi-
Fi so they can really have that opportunity for high quality online learning, we want to keep that going. Despite the resources of local and state governments, there are still many students in Monterey County who need devices and Internet connectivity. Those interested in donating to the
efforts of the Digital Equity Task Force can call Dr. Colleen Stanley at cstanley@montereycoe.org or 831-755-0308.David Rodriguez is a multimedia journalist for The Californian. Contact him at (831) 269-9363 drodriguez@thecalifornian.com.  Subscribe to support local journalism.
Journalism.
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