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From fire to radon to lead, it's important to protect your family from general domestic hazards in the house. Here are some of the main concerns, and what you can do about it. Fire protection Smoke detectors Types of smoke detectors: Optical: Less prone to false alarms and faster response to smouldering fires. Ionization: Better at detecting hot, flaming
fires, but prone to false alarms. Combination: Both optical and ionization sensors in the same unit to provide protection against both types of fires. Installing Smoke Detectors: Install at least one smoke detector on every level of your home. Look for one or more alarms near bedrooms. Position alarms on or near the ceiling and away from corners. Change the
batteries as needed or every six to twelve months. Clean alarms once a year by carefully sucking or blowing out canned air. Replace alarms every 10 years. Carbon monoxide is a toxic gas produced by combustion from natural gas and propane gas appliances such as ovens, water heaters, space heaters and furnaces. Petrol and diesel engines for cars,
boats and generators. Gas and wood fireplaces. House fires. Since carbon monoxide is colorless and odourless, the only way to know if you are exposed is with a carbon monoxide detector. These can either be battery operated or plugged directly into a power outlet. Combination units are also available, which contain both smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors in one unit. As with smoke detectors, change the batteries and clean regularly. Fire Extinguisher A Multipurpose Fire Extinguisher (ABC) should be easily accessible in your home at all times. ABC-rated fire extinguishers can be used for: A: Flammable materials such as wood, cloth and paper. B: Flammable liquids such as oil and gasoline. C:
Electrical fires from wiring and electrical equipment. When using a fire extinguisher, think of PASS, which stands for: Pull the pen on the fire extinguisher. Aim at the nozzle at the base of the fire. Press the handle to unload the chemical agent. Sweep the fire extinguisher from side to side over the fire. Two-storey houses should have an escape ladder stored
on the upper floor, which is easily accessible. To use an escape ladder, lock it in place, secure it over the edge of the window sill, pull the tab to loosen the ladder, and descend it. Dangerous household contaminants test kits for lead, radon, mold and water are available from First Alert Radon is an invisible radioactive gas that occurs naturally in the
environment. In certain parts of the country, it can seep from the ground into your home and put a health risk Detailed condition maps can be found in the EPA Radon Zone Maps. If your area is at risk, test the air in your home with a radon test kit and take action to fix the problem if necessary. Granite countertops do not emit enough radon to significantly
increase the level in your home. Drinking water during of stadtwerkeis is considered safe, if you live in an older house, it can absorb lead from soldering irons, which are used to connect copper pipes. Water test kits are available to help you find out if there are contaminants such as lead in your water. If this is the case, install a water filter designed to remove
it and change it regularly according to the manufacturer's instructions. The paint in houses built before 1978 may contain lead. While this may not pose a significant risk if the original colour is intact and painted over, it can become a health-threatening problem if the paint is peeled off or removed for renovation. You can find out if the color in your home
contains lead with a lead test kit. Testing of paint for lead. Mold The crawlspace under your home can become a breeding ground for mold. To prevent this, follow these steps: Make sure there is a lot of ventilation. Fill all low spots with sand. Cover the floor under the entire crawl space with a layer of 6 mil or thicker plastic. Place a thin layer of sand on the
plastic. Child safety If you have young children in your home, follow these steps to make sure they're safe: install child-proof bars on cabinets. Add a bar on the top of your refrigerator. Install an anti-tip bracket on the ovens. Pad sharp edges with strips of rubber. Install child-proof plastic inserts or swivel valve covers on electrical plugs. Turn the water heater
down to 120° F to prevent scalding. If you have a pool, make sure it is fenced, has a gate that is locked, and has a pool alarm. Anti-tip bracket for ovens. More tips from this episode Simple Solutions with Joe Truini:Trunk Storage Solution To prevent items stored in the trunk of your car from slipping around while driving, attach 2 wide strips of hook side of a
self-adhesive hook and loop closure to the bottom of a storage container, and then press the container to the carpet in the truck. Best new products with Jodi Marks: Heat Seeker Infrared Thermometer The Heat Seeker Infrared Thermometer from General Tools is ideal for conducting a home energy audit or checking your HVAC system. Simply train the laser
pointer on an object to get accurate temperature measurement on the LCD screen. The Heat Seeker is available at Home Depot. Thinking Green with Danny Lipford:Save energy with CFLs Compact Fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) cost more than normal bulbs, they make it into energy savings. Because CFLs contain mercury, be sure to dispose of old light bulbs
properly. For more information, see our article CFL: A Bright Idea for Going Green. A determined hacker is hard to stop. But these malevolent crackers prefer to go through an open door rather than choose a lock. And there are many security measures you can take to make it harder to get into your system. The most important thing you can do is not to open,
open, open e-mail attachments, when they end in .exe. Do not do it, regardless of the sender, unless you are absolutely sure that you want the attachment (e.B. download a specific program). The second thing you should do is read through the latest from PC magazine: Total Security, for a good overview of what every user needs to at least note. The basic
blocking and tackling includes: Take your drug: Anti-virus software is a must-have in a cyber world where it seems as if someone has opened the Pandora's box. There are two dominant vendors, Symantec and McAfee, as well as some smaller companies with good products. If you don't have AV tools, you'll get them through the automated services that
these providers provide and keep them up-to-date. See also Under Attack! at PCMag.com.Man the firewalls: Neither the hardware nor the software versions of it should be all they should be. But no one who uses broadband to access the Internet should be without a firewall. It's really like taking the doors and windows out of the house and then leaving the
city for a week. Testing, Testing: There are several tools that quickly look at your system to see if you have software configuration issues that make you vulnerable to hackers. Qualys, for example, does one, like Microsoft. Don't talk to strangers: Instant messaging users, beware – that online buddy may not be your friend at all. Be wirelessly careful: Wireless
networks are great ways to equip your home, or check out e-mail while sipping coffee. But if not configured correctly, they have the security of a sieve. It is not difficult to give them basic security. See How to Set Up a Wireless Home Network at PCMag.com.Patch, Patch, Patch: Software has holes in the digital environment. New vulnerabilities are constantly
being discovered. This means that new patches are constantly becoming available. More and more software comes with built-in alerts to let you know when important patches are becoming available. But regardless of, at least once a month, if not once a week, check updates for your major software programs, such as your browser and operating system,
especially if it comes from the most targeted vendor, Microsoft.Avoid Microsoft: Platforms like the Macintosh and Linux have such a small presence in the overall market for computers that hackers tend to ignore them. Although this is not foolproof, as we do at Eureka! Macs Are Not Invulnerable to PCMag.com.It would of course be nice not to have to work so
hard to maintain security. But the price you pay for the work is high. And remember, don't open this facility! Redeeming money in a deposit certificate can be intimidating: you hand over a lump sum in cash; in addition, many of the highest rates are offered by online banks, including some that you may not have heard of. But that doesn't make them risky
products. Here's more closely asks why CDs are a safe way to save money. Federal insurance keeps CDs safeThe short answer is yes, your money is safe in a CD. Like other bank accounts, CDs are insured nationwide with financial institutions that are members of a federal deposit insurance company. If a member bank or credit union fails, you are
guaranteed to get your money back, up to 250,000 U.S. dollars, through the full faith and credit of the U.S. government. (If you have more than this sum, scroll down to the Tips section.) The Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC) insures banks and the National Credit Union Administration (NCUA) the credit unions. They do not apply for or pay for this
insurance because institutions pay for it on behalf of their consumers. (For more information, see NerdWallet's article on FDIC insurance.) Most financial institutions are insured nationwide, but few are not. One way to check coverage is to scroll to the bottom of a bank's website to find the acronym FDIC or NCUA. Or you can look up the status of your
financial institution on the FDIC BankFind tool or in the NCUA's Credit Union Locator widget.» Ready to compare? See the best CD prices nowHow safe are online CDs? Just as safe as other CDs. Most online banks offer FDIC insurance in the same way as brick-and-mortar institutions. The main difference between online and traditional banks is access to
the branch for customer support; Online banks usually offer help only by phone and online channels. You may not recognize the best online CD providers. This does not mean that they are not trustworthy. In some cases, an online bank is part of a larger bank that you may be familiar with. For example, Citizens Access is an online division of Citizens Bank,
PurePoint Financial is part of Union Bank and Marcus of Goldman Sachs is the online banking platform of the well-known Wall Street investment firm. Here is a look at some online CDs:Marcus by Goldman Sachs High-Yield CDBarclays Online CDSynchrony Bank CDNerdWallet Review NerdWallet reviews are determined by our editorial team. The valuation
formulas take into account multiple data points for each financial product and service. NerdWallet review NerdWallet reviews are determined by our editorial team. The valuation formulas take into account multiple data points for each financial product and service. NerdWallet review NerdWallet reviews are determined by our editorial team. The valuation
formulas take into account multiple data points for each financial product and service.0.55%0.55% APY (annual percentage return) as of 12/9/2020With 500 USD % With 0 USD minimum balance0.60 % With 2,000 USD minimum balance0.55 %0.55 % APY (annual percentage return) as of 09.12.2020With a minimum balance of 500 USD0.30 % With 0 USD
minimum Balance0.70 % With a minimum balance of 2,000 USD0.60 %0.60 % APY (annual percentage return) as of 12/9/2020With 500 USD minimum balance0.30 % With 0 USD minimum balance Minimum balance At least 2,000 US dollars both online and brick-and-mortar banks protect customers with security processes and systems designed to prevent
fraud and hacking of your account. Banks do not call or send emails out of the blue for sensitive details, such as .B. login data. Tips for using CDsHere are some tips to keep in mind before opening a CD.1. Call Customer Service to see how quickly you can talk to a real person and whether help is available 24 hours a day or only for certain hours on
weekdays.2. CDs do not allow additional contributions. CDs require you to pocket a flat rate in advance. Unlike a regular savings account, you can't add more money after this first deposit.3. Keep an eye on the due date and grace period of your CD. CDs have limited time to withdraw or add more money after the term expires. For more information, see What
Happens When CDs Mature.4. Make sure all your funds are insured. FDIC and NCUA insurance covers USD 250,000 per account. This includes all the interest you earn. If you think some money is uninsured, you can open CDs at different banks. To maximize coverage in other ways, read our article on FDIC Insurance.5. When you open a CD, you save the
paperwork. Banks typically do not issue physical certificates, as they once did, and online CDs can be fully online. If you can better track physical rather than digital records, download and print all documents. Paperwork.
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