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Noam Chomsky (Philadelphia, 1928) has long since overcome vanity barriers. He does not talk about his private life, does not use motive, and at a time when the liquid abounds and even gaseous, it represents a solid. He was arrested for opposing the Vietnam War, blacklisted by Richard Nixon, supported the publication of Pentagon documents, and condemned Ronald Reagan's
dirty war. In 60 years, there is no fight that has eluded him. He is still defending the Kurdish cause rather than the fight against climate change. As soon as he appears at the Occupy rally, he supports undocumented immigrants. Immersed in permanent turmoil, a young man who in the 1950s osluted the world with generative grammar and its universals, far from falling asleep in the
glory of a philosopher, opted for continuous movement. It didn't matter if he was accused of being anti-American or extremist. He always moved on, wearing shoes, confronting the demons of capitalism. Whether it's big banks, military conglomerates or Donald Trump. Unholy, his latest work reaffirms that. In The Requiem for the American Dream( Editorial Sixth Floor), he
addresses the printed letter that appears in the document of the same name and denounces the obscene concentration of wealth and power exhibited by Western democracies. The result is 168 pages of Chomsky in its purest form. Radiant and bright. Ready to attack. Is he considered a radical? We all consider ours moderate and reasonable. Well, being ideologically challenged.
I believe that every authority must be justified. That every hierarchy is illegitimate until it proves otherwise. Sometimes it can be justified, but most of the time it's not. Dry light surrounds Chomsky. After 60 years of teaching at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), the professor came to live within the boundaries of the Sonorian Desert. In Tucson, more than 4,200 miles
from Boston, he opened a home and a premiere office in the Department of Linguistics at the University of Arizona. The center is one of the few green places burning the city. Fresnos, willows, palm trees and nuts grow around a red brick building from 1904 where everything is small but everything is cozy. Over the walls are photographs of smiling students, maps of indigenous
peoples, studies of phonetics, posters of cultural events and at the bottom of the corridor, on the right, the office of the largest living linguist. People feel underrepresented and lead precarious lives. The result is a mixture of anger and fear The place has nothing to do with Frank Gehry's pioneering space, which gave him shelter in Boston. Here is barely a desk and another to sit
with or three students. Newly published, the office of one of the most quoted scholars of the twentieth century does not yet have its own books, and its main point of attention falls into the two windows that flood the room with amber. Chomsky, jeans, long white hair, he likes the pleasant atmosphere. Desert light was one of the reasons he moved to Tucson. It's dry and clear, he
says. His voice is earnest and leaves him to get lost in the meanders of every answer. He likes to talk for a long time. The rush is not in a hurry. Question. Do we live in times of unrest? Response. Neoliberalism, with Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher, has been attacking the world for 40 years. The acute concentration of wealth in private hands was accompanied by the loss
of power of the general population. People feel underrepresented and lead precarious lives with ever worse jobs. The result is a mixture of anger, fear and escape. The same facts are no longer credible. Some people call it populism, but in reality it is discredited by institutions. Q: And that's how fake news (bulos) pops up? R. Disillusionment with institutional structures has led to a
point where people no longer believe in facts. If you don't trust anyone, why do you have to believe the facts? If no one's doing anything for me, why should I believe in anyone? Q: Not even in the media? R. Most of them serve Trump's interests. Q. But there are very critical ones like The New York Times, The Washington Post, CNN... A. Watch TV and newspaper covers. There's
nothing here but Trump, Trump, Trump. The media got into Trump's strategy. Every day gives them motivation or a lie to get into the spotlight and get attention. Meanwhile, the wild wing of the Republicans is developing its far-right policies, reducing workers' rights, and abandoning the fight against climate change, which is exactly what can end up with all of us. Q: Do you see
Trump as a risk to democracy? A. Poses a serious danger. He knowingly and deliberately published waves of racism, xenophobia and sexism that were idle but which no one legitimized. Noam Chomsky. APU GOMES P. Will you win again? R. It is possible if it manages to delay the lethal effect of its policies. He is a consummate demagogue and showman who knows how to keep
his adorator base active. It also plays in their favor that Democrats are in turmoil and may not be able to present a convincing agenda. Q: Are you still supporting Democratic Sen. Bernie Sanders? R. He's a decent man. He uses the term socialist, but in it it means rather a new agreement democrat. Your suggestions in fact You miss Eisenhower [president of the Republican Party
from 1953 to 1961]. His success, more than Trump's, was the real surprise of the 2016 election. For the first time in a century, someone has come close to being a candidate without the support of corporations or the media, only with the support of the public. Q: Won't you notice you slipping to the right of the political spectrum? R. There has been such an escape in the elite of the
political spectrum; but not in the general population. Since the 1980s, there has been a rift between what people want and public policy. It's easy to see in the case of taxes. Polls show that most people want higher taxes for the rich. But this is never going to happen. In the face of this, the idea that tax cuts bring benefits to all and that the state is the enemy has been promoted. But
who benefits from cutting off roads, hospitals, clean water and breathable air? Trump deliberately published waves of latent but illegitimate racism, xenophobia, and sexism P. Did neoliberalism prevail then? R. Neoliberalism exists, but only for the poor. The free market is for them, not us. That's the story of capitalism. Big corporations have engaged in a class struggle, they're true
Marxists, but with invested values. The principles of the free market are great for the application of the poor, but the very rich are protected. Large energy sectors receive subsidies of hundreds of millions of dollars, high-tech economy benefits from public research from previous decades, financial institutions achieve massive aid after sinking ... They all live with insurance: they are
considered too big to fall and save if they have problems. Ultimately, taxes are used to subsidize these entities and, with them, the rich and powerful. But the population is also told that the state is a problem and its scope is reduced. And what's going on? Its space is occupied by private power, and the tyranny of large entities grows. Q. Sounds like Orwell he's describing. R. Even
Orwell would be impressed. We live in fiction that the market is wonderful because we are told it consists of informed consumers who make rational decisions. But just put on TV and watch ads: are you looking to inform consumers and make rational decisions? Or do you want to cheat? Take, for example, car ads. Do you provide data about its functions? Do you submit reports by
independent entities? Because it would generate informed consumers capable of making rational decisions. Instead, we see the car flying, powered by Famous. He's trying to undermine the market. Business doesn't want free markets, they want capote markets. Otherwise, they'd collapse. Q. And in this situation, isn't the social response too weak? R. There are many very active
popular movements, but they are not paid attention, because the elites do not want to be accepted by the fact that democracy can work. That's dangerous for them. It could jeopardize his power. It is best to impose a vision that tells you that the state is your enemy and that you must do what you can yourself. Mr. Trump often uses the term anti-American, how do you understand
that? A. The United States is the only country where by criticizing the government you are called anti-American. And that means ideological control, the ignition of patriotic bonfires everywhere. Q. In some places in Europe, this is also happening. Big corporations have taken a class struggle, they're Marxists, but with values invested by R, but nothing comparable to what's going on
here is another country where you see so many flags. Q: Are you afraid of nationalism? A. It depends if it means an interest in local culture, it's good. But if it's a weapon against others, we know where it can lead, we've seen it and experienced it. Q: Do you think it is possible to repeat what happened in the 1930s? R. The situation has deteriorated; After Barack Obama's election, a
racist backlash erupted, with campaigns denying him citizenship and identifying the black president as an antichrist. There have been many hate speeches. But the United States is not a Weimar Republic. You have to worry, but the chances of repeating something like this aren't high. Q. Start your book by remembering the Great Depression, at a time when everything was worse
than now, but there was a feeling that everything would be better. R. I remember it perfectly. My family was working class, unemployed and unspoiled. Objectively, it was a much worse time than it is now, but he felt like we were all in this together. There was a president sympathetic to the suffering, the unions were organized, there was a popular movement... One had the idea that
together the crisis could be overcome. And that's lost. Now we live the feeling that we are alone, that there is nothing to do, that the state is against us... Q: Are you still hopeful? A. Of course there's hope. There are still popular movements, people willing to fight... The opportunities are here, the question is whether we are able to take advantage of them. Chomsky ends up smiling.
He lets his earnest voice vibrate in the air and says goodbye with extreme courtesy. Then he leaves the office and goes down the steps of the faculty. Tucson and the dry light of the Sonoris Desert await you outside. Requiem for sleep The Ten Commandments of the concentration of wealth and power. (Based on a document of the same name by Peter Hutchison, Kelly Nyks and
Jared P. Scott). Translated by Magdalena Palmer. Sixth floor, 2017. 160 pages. 16.90 euros. Because that's what we say. The ideal democratic strategies for power and manipulation in the 21st century are one of the most effective democratic strategies of the 21st century. Translated by Albino Santos Mosquera. Paidós, 2017. 254 pages. 22 euros. Failed states. Abuse of power
and attack on democracy. Translated by Gabriel Dols Gallardo. Edition B, 2017. 364 pages. 8 euros. Optimism against deterrence. Capitalism, empire and social change. Interviews by C.J. Polychroniou. Translated by Francesc Reyes Camps. Edition B, 2017. 17 euros. Fear of democracy. Translation by Mireia Carol. Critical, 2017,419 pages. 18.90 euros. What are we creatures?
Translated by Jorge Paredes. Ariel, 2017. 192 pages. 18.90 euros. Why just us? Evolution and language. Robert C. Berwick. Translated by Fina Marfá. Kairós, 2016. 224 pages. 16 euros. BUY ONLINE 'REQUIEM FOR THE AMERICAN DREAM' AMERICAN'
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