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After receiving your introductory letter, you may find yourself wondering if the College Admissions Assistance program really works. The company's website claims that of CAA participants surveyed from the high school graduating class in 2009, 98 percent of them were accepted by one of their two best college choices, and 90 percent plan to pursue a CAA-
recommended career. The site also shows that the average financial aid award offers were more than $22,241 and that 95 percent of students said they would recommend the CAA to friends. So how exactly does CAA work? The company provides unlimited coaching via email and phone. Coaches are available from 7 a.m. to 10 .m. Central Time. Through
this position you can get answers to questions about study and test taking skills, career coaching and college choice. You can ask for help on preparing for sat, act or psat. You can also request feedback on application and essay reviews, financial aid applications and award letters, and much more. Ad CAA claims that its coaches are experts in the college
planning field. The company also states that before coaches are hired, each candidate is screened and subjected to a thorough background check. Every coach has at least one bachelor's degree, so you know they've gone through the college process themselves. In short, on the surface, the CAA seems like a perfect solution for students who are
overwhelmed or afraid of missing out on once-in-a-lifetime educational opportunities. But in some cases, the CAA's legitimate services have been overshadowed by its marketing tactics. Here are the basics: THE CAA hopes you will be fascinated by the letter you received from the company enough to attend the free seminar to find out more information. If
you go, you will listen to a speaker describing the challenges of college admissions. After the program is over, a CAA representative will offer to sign up for the service, which costs around $2,000. If you're not surprised by the sticker shock, you may be out of sales tactics. Some attendees say the CAA uses high pressure sales sites that drive people to
commit to the service in place. The Better Business Bureau (BBB) in Fort Worth, Texas, reports the same — it gives the CAA a rating of C-, primarily for complaints about the CAA's marketing practices. Since BBB's file for the company was opened in October 2007, it has logged many complaints about the CAA [source: Better Business Bureau]. Page 2
According to the National Center for Education Statistics, the average cost of an undergraduate education for tuition, fees and room and board at a four-year institution was $19,362 during the 2007-2008 school year [source: NCES]. It's just for a year of training. Many students have to turn to some form of financial aid to afford college. If there was only one
type of financial support, it can be easy to apply. Maybe you enter into the financial support fill out some forms, write an essay and they would cut you a check. But there are many types of financial support. Even a quick glance at the different scholarships available makes it clear that no two options are exactly the same. Advertisement The financial support
application process can be overwhelming. Are you going to apply for scholarships? Would a grant be a better option? What about student loans? With all the options, paperwork and competition for every dollar available, it's easy to be discouraged. But with the right focus and effort, you can improve your chances of getting the money you need to go to
school. We have put together five tips, listed in some patrticular order, that can help you find financial support. It all starts with a little research. Content We do not talk about school assignments, although it is also important. Before applying for financial support, it is a good idea to do some research. There are dozens of scholarships and grants available for
students. Each has its own set of requirements and rewards. Some are not affiliated with any particular college or university - anyone can apply. Many institutions have specific programs available only to school students. There are plenty of resources on the web, such as Scholarship.com, that can point you in the right direction. It is important to pay attention
to the requirements of each scholarship or grant. In some cases, the money from the program can be used at what cost a student may encounter. Others have strict guidelines on how the student can spend the money. Some scholarships or grants only go to students based on financial needs. Others go to students who show characteristics such as
leadership or community service. Ad Students do not have to pay back money from scholarships or grants. This makes them an attractive alternative to student loans, which must be repaid with interest later. It also means that it can be competitive to land certain scholarships. But don't let that deter you. Keep researching, because sometimes you can find a
scholarship perfect for your needs that others have overlooked. The Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) is a request for federal financial assistance in the United States. After completing the FAFSA, the student becomes a candidate for several federal programs, including the Pell Grant. While not all students will meet the requirements of the FAFSA —
the program is based primarily on students' financial needs — many other scholarship programs require students to complete the FAFSA first. In fact, some private organizations require students to be rejected for federal aid before they will consider them for a scholarship. Completing the FAFSA can be confusing. You need your latest tax information. If you're
addicted, you'll need help from your parent or guardian when filling out the form. You also want to be sure of the form free from errors before submitting it. It is best for high school students to submit their forms in their final year as close to 1 January as possible. But do not sign or submit the form before this date. Ad One thing to keep in mind is that you must
apply for FAFSA every year you are in school or as long as you want to remain eligible for support. The federal government has a renewal form that is not quite as comprehensive as the original form. Once you have completed the FAFSA and done your homework, it is time to apply for financial support. You should only submit applications to the programs
you are eligible for. Pay attention to scholarship and grant requirements. In some cases, the grant or scholarship may only go to a student who has no other financial aid. If you plan to use multiple programs to fund your college education, you may need to skip these programs. Fill out all application forms completely and make sure you have made any errors.
Keep your material neat and organized - a dirty application can cost you a scholarship. Should the application require an essay, write an original piece that is thought provoking and will make a good impression. Be sure to pay attention to deadlines and send your materials on time. Ad Avoid sending redundant or irrelevant material when submitting your
application. Applying for financial support is not the time to test more-is-always-better philosophy. Sometimes you may feel lost when you look at your options for financial support, and for good reason. There are so many programs, each with its own set of rules and deadlines, that it would be surprising if you don't find it complicated. Therefore, you should
never hesitate to ask for help. Most high schools have counselors who can help students sort through financial aid options. You can also check with financial support counselors from the college you want to apply to. Asking questions can save you a lot of time and frustration further down the road. Ad Check if there is a website for the support you are looking
for. For example, students and parents working on the FAFSA form can visit the official website to access frequently asked questions and help guides. Several other scholarships and grants also have websites that can answer your questions. You should never hesitate to ask about a scholarship program that seems fishy to you. There are plenty of scammers
targeting students seeking financial support. Unfortunately, the scholarship you are interested in may be a fraud. Ask a counselor or check with the Better Business Bureau if you come across a scholarship that sounds questionable. Being focused and creating a stylish application can go a long way. Remember that your application serves as your first
impression with financial aid officials. A clean, organized application indicates that you are serious about If you submit a torn, stained or disorganized application, it sends the wrong message. While a neat application won't necessarily guarantee you that scholarship you're hoping for, a dirty one can eliminate you from consideration. Make sure that everything
you submit is understandable and accurate. This can help your application make it past the initial cut. Ad Always remember that sending an application as early as the requirements allow will give you a better chance of getting the best financial support. Over time, colleges and private organizations will award scholarships and grants to students. The longer
you wait, the less likely you may be to get the support you need. With some research and care, you may be able to find programs that suit your financial and scientific needs. Keep in mind that a little hard work can help you pay for some of - or maybe even your entire - education. For more information on college financial aid, invest some time in the links on
the next page. College is really an investment — of time, energy and (you guessed it) money. Learn some tips for repaying student loans at HowStuffWorks. BusinessWeek Online. The Inside Track to College Cash. Jan. 25, 2005. (Dec. 30, 2009) Kalman. 5 Tips for financial support. Careers &amp; Colleges. Nov/Dec. 2004, Vol. 25, Issue 2, p. 7.Coffey, Laura
T. Paying for College Without Breaking the Bank. MSNBC.com. Jan. 17, 2007. (Dec. 30, 2009) student financial aid. (Dec. 29, 2009) support tips. (Dec. 29, 2009) . Top College financial aid tips. (Dec. 29, 2009) Center for Education Statistics. Quick facts. (Dec. 29, 2009) . Top Ten Financial Support Tips for Parents. (Dec. 29, 2009) the Sallie Mae Fund. Top
10 Tips for Planning and Paying for College. (Dec. 30, 2009) . Financial support. (Dec. 29, 2009) Michele. Tips, resources for college tuition. Tribune Business News. June 14, 2009.Thompson, Derek. Special report for financial assistance. BusinessWeek Online. February 5, 2008. (December 30, 2009)
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