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Gender neutral version of sir/madam

I suggest something along the lines of: Dear Admissions Committee, or Dear Department of (STEM), etc. you can usually find what a particular department/program/etc. is called on their website. Do not deal with the Department of Chemical Engineering as the Engineering Department; it would be most
polite to use your own wording because it shows what you paid some attention to and didn't send out a copy-pasta letter to everyone. In another example, I just randomly looked at a particular department, the Department of Chemical Engineering and Biotechnology at the University of Cambridge; the MBE
program has a contact page that says to please send an email to the MBE Office: in this case I will simply deal with the email: Dear MBE Office, Any of the above, you can also skip the Dear. In @DanRomik note, @DanRomik proposes to modify the outreave to read each group of people (as the
committee does) rather than abstract classes: examples: Dear MBE program administrators, Dear MBE office team. I think that's perfectly fine, too, if you find that more logical. Mar 19th, 2019 by Ruth Carter. I was at Office Max the other day, and I bought ink for my printer. The clerk and I had a good
chat, joked a little while they called. When the transaction was complete, I turned around to leave, and the seller said, Have a good day, ma'am. &lt;cringe&gt; I hate a moment when I'm ill-sexed. Do I turn around and fix them? Or should I go on and let them think I'm a woman? yes, I know I have if I'm not
attached and my face is feminine. But I shaved my head, wore gender-neutral clothes most of the time, wore a gender-neutral bag, and tried to walk like a guy. The worst part is that we handle customer service by phone. If I call customer service, there's a good chance I'm not going to have a good day.



Being mis-gendered on top of everything else makes my skin crawl. Picture Scotty Myers Photography I don't blame these people for mis-gendering me. All I have to go to, first, is my voice (that never fell, although I like to refer to myself as a castrata). (Ok, I've never had testicles, and I sing soprano, so
close enough.) One of the first things they ask for is my name, and Ruth is unmistakably feminine. I suspect these customer service staff are people who work in the booths, use a script and expect to say, sir or ma'am, as a sign of respect. And that's part of my frustration: we don't have a gender-neutral
term instead of my sir or my lady. I'd like to do it. I wish the default was to use gender neutral term instead of sir or ma'am. Pick a word for everyone. We have friends, but it's too common, and it's like like sweetheart or buddy &lt;/cringe&gt; &lt;/cringe&gt; Worse. We don't have a non-neutral term that's
professionally equivalent to sir or ma'am. What's that word? A few months ago, I contemplated this issue during a morning swim (before I knew I should have focused on form the whole time). The words sir and ma'am basically mean you. We don't usually say Good afternoon, you, but that's what we say
when we say, Have a good day, sir/ma'am. So, what's a gender-neutral, non-weird term for you? People? Person? Ma'am is short for madam, so I began to think that there might be a negative word that we could shorten. What about shortening the person and pe'n to pen? I like pe'n. I wouldn't mind
people calling me pe'n. I wouldn't mind if this was your new gender-neutral replacement for my lord and my lady. I suspect many cisgender people would be upset about changing the term, perhaps finding it offensive not to recognize the specific type of the word. I'd like to challenge those people to think
about why this is. What's wrong with people looking at you as a person, not a man or a woman? That's the question for another day: What if we eliminated excessive masculine and feminine terms and used gender neutral as well instead? Some of you may remember that I love my lord more than I love
my lady when it's just these two options. Like Trekkie, I grew up thinking that all his superiors in the army were referred to as sir, because that's what they did on Star Trek. Personally, I'd be ok with everyone being a sir, but I also don't want to perpetuate the idea that the default term should be male. So
back to the Office Max clerk. How did I react when I got sied badly? I was just walking. I bet the salesman had a good time with the relationship. They did their job and made the client laugh. I let them have a good time about it. Your concern is clearly something that is changing in society right now – this
movement with respect to respect for non-binary members. It's certainly commendable for you that they want to address people respectfully using terms that don't have to do with the use of them unnecessarily. While there is definitely a group of people recommending terms like Xe or Mx, they are not
particularly used to it and – for someone who doesn't know them at all, they'll probably get a quizzical blank to stare at. At this point in time until these terms enter mainstream usage, I think the best option is to avoid these gendered terms completely. So instead of saying sorry, ma'am, you're just saying
sorry. If you are an employee talking to a client and want to be formal, do so by adding more respectful To claim that isn't neat: Excuse me, would you be so kind as to put away the bag so the hallway is clear? If the person is a person manage to feel nothing by not dealing with my sir or ma'am, you'll
probably tell me about it and you'll know what to call them. You can then apologize, thank them for let you know that your preferred method is to address it and use it hereafter. In particular, in the US, I argue that sir and ma'am are somewhat outdated and definitely unnecessary, even without taking into
account the use of agnostic terminology of the word - especially for people under the age of 40. Personally, I don't like to be called ma'am... And I'm a binary woman, and I don't like being called sir... which happens on stack exchange all the time. So, the simple solution is to just not use the conditions. If
you are going to be interacting with someone in a more-than-passing way, you should definitely ask them their preferred pronouns. suffix is the line. Three boxes. One Mr., one Mrs., and one Mx. Only the Mx. check box is checked. I have a job where I contact thousands of clients every day. I'm known as
a name and a few years of candles, and I run into them outside of work. Because of the speciality of the location of my work, I know a good half of public transport drivers and office workers. One of these bus drivers has recently responded very positively to me coming out as nonbinary for him. That's
usually not the case with the good business of my clients. So I feel strongly motivated to answer your questions as best I can. He cares and he tries, and even if he's not perfect, what matters to me is the clear intent behind it. One night, he asked the question he always had the hardest encyclical to
answer: What should I say instead of ma'am or sir? I've been hath this question at least once a day, if not more, every day for the last few years of my life. This is a difficult question because there is not a simple one word answer. I wish I just had a word like Ma'am or Lord I could recommend in a few
seconds and life being much easier, but the problem with English is that there is no word like that yet. There were suggestions made, but none of them are in any strong kind of usage. I never heard of any of the possible ideas when I looked through them, and I think that a good majority of other nonbinary
trans people may not know what it means if they used them. This would cause more confusion about the planned outcome than would facilitate it. However, the driver is absolutely correct! A non-binary trans person should not be called Ma'am or Sir unless that person has clarified that this case is ok for
them. So I decided to write this piece as a collection of alternatives and exploring why this unique case could be difficult for the language. If you've ever met a nonbinary trans either you want to practice the right language before doing this, or you're working on improving because a friend or family member
came out as nonbinary... This piece is for you! A nonbinary trans person in your life might have sent this to you in the hope that it could help, and I certainly believe it will. There are many more specific aspects of language about being a non-binary trans person and how to talk about us, but in most cases I
want to focus on this particular issue.1. Gender Neutral Language Versus Nonbinary Exclusive LanguageGender neutral language (abbreviated GNL) existed as long as the language existed. In fact, neutral terms often come before gender as well. Especially when language first evolved, people are much
more likely to think of others than people as men or women. GNL is very important both in terms of de-centering masculinity and men as the origin and default, as well as being deliberately including all those who are neither men nor women. Just like gender non-compliant (GNC) is a description that can
be applied to anyone who doesn't match their gender roles – scot or trans – gender neutral language acts similarly. This is for everyone and does not inherently mean or mean nonbinary-ness. Being nonbinary is something separate from general gender neutrality. It is a necessary tool for anyone who
uses the language, but especially for those who try to ensure that they read the nonbinary trans people in their lives and around the world properly. However, this is not the only language that exists for this purpose. Nonbinary-exclusive language (abbreviated NEL) is a language that takes a new approach
to pre-existing words or concepts and combines it with other aspects to form new words and new phrases taken deliberately by nonbinary trans people. There are many ways people do this – I myself prefer to play with words by adding the letter X to them for this reason – and that's why sometimes I
might come across words I've never seen before. This is different from GNL, because instead of relying on terms that can apply to anyone, regardless of gender, NEL specifically refers only to non-binary trans people, just as men and women can already enjoy positive-sex expressions. Not all nonbinary
trans people are interested in NEL because not all trans people want to be capital O Out all the time. However, it's nice and good sometimes to know that you don't have to grasp her words that aren't really for you as a last minute addition and that there are exclusive conditions if you want them.
Nonbinary trans people are the inventors of our time. We're pushing the language and the boundaries, and we're doing everything we can to figure out what's right for us. We are a class that has been denied the ability to We're talking about a lot of our history. All cultures and people who recognized us
centuries ago, and who had already celebrated us, colonised, erased and killed to such an extent that white Western imperialism and values based on bigoted Christianity have lost recognition. Now we return to socially acknowledge society's attempts to undo all the damage of the past. We need these
words, because to not understand yourself or talk about yourself exactly can be very upsetting on a personal level; but it is also confusing for those who care about us in our lives and want us to understand us better. Both GNL and NEL are very good families to provide guidance as they work to improve
their understanding of the world without the lens of male and female being the only two options obscuring their vision. They are equally good, important, and indispensable in expanding equal recognition and support for non-binary people as a separate class and state of existence.2 Examples of nonbinary
friendly terms and wordsNow that we have created the two main families nonbinary friendly language, let's put a mini-glossary of phrases and words that can be used! It's just a very small sampling of a fraction of all the aspects that are there, but some of these terms I feel are best to learn first. Note that
each non-binary individual is different. Not all people like the same words. Always ask a non-binary trans person before calling them something. General Gender Neutral Terms: Friend, Associate, Buddy, Pal, Companion, Individual, Person, Accomplice, Colleague, Comrade, Acquaintance, Being,
Someone, or Coworker.GNL + NEL Terms family roles: Parent, Child, Brother, Youth, Kid, Grandparent, Cousin, RelativeNibling - Nonbinary equivalent to niece or nephew. People also use Niblet for this purposeRen/Renny – Focusing on the ren of a Parent to create a term similar to mom/mom or
father/father. Sounds like wren; The bird. Sib/Sibler – The non-binary equivalent of Sister/Brother and related abbreviated terms. GNL + NEL Terms relationship roles: Partner, Spouse, Lover, Date, Sweetheart, Honey, Betrothed, Significant Other, EngagedTheyfriend - Nonbinary Equivalent
Girlfriend/Boyfriend. You can use any pronoun instead of Theyfriend if someone else uses pronouns. Theymarried - Similar to The Theyfriend; use pronouns as suffixes specifically for creating non-binary expressions. A spouse who is nonbinary. Datefriend, Bothfriend, Lovefriend, Datemate – Other
nonbinary terms for an individual who is dating someone and nonbinary. Up to personal choice and preference. Nonbinary-exclusive conditions person: Enby - The abbreviation for the word nonbinary similar to girl / boy. A good word for a non-binary child. Very validating word for some nonbinary Many
nonbinary people of all ages enjoy this term, but there is a somewhat feminine feel to it which can be uncomfortable for some nonbinary people. Just under half of all nonbinary people don't like this term for a number of reasons. However, many nonbinary people do not like this word. It is best to check
before using someone. [Not a good term for the nonbinary community as a whole, it's best to just write the whole word!] Androgyne – A bit vintage, dating back to Victorian language for androgynic and/or intersex people. It means an androgyneen individual. You can shorten Andro with a simpler term. Not
all nonbinary people are androgyn, so again it is good to check. Especially for nonbinary people who are inclined to the female side of things, this term can make them particularly uncomfortable. Please be attentive and always ask before using a phrase from someone. Theyperson – Following a newer
form of pronoun-based expressions, the [Pronoun] person has a term interchangeable with all possible pronoun sets regardless of gender, but does not allow for non-binary-exclusive expressions like this with less potential for misappreisal or induminating dysphoria. Some nonbinary people just prefer
GNL over NEL, as deliberately outing yourself nonbinary is not always a desire or goal for each person. They are – Although the pronoun is used by many nonbinary people instead of him or her [Ex: Vin is a writer and they write this piece now.] it is also a possible alternative term enby a nonbinary person
for those who don't want to write out nonbinary each time. The writer of this piece enjoys being referred to as them, or similarly they're one of them, and they're going to be taking the order etc (They don't enjoy being referred to as enby!) However, some nonbinary people find this dehumanizing in women
and men not often referred to as girls or men in the same way. As usual, it depends on the needs of each person.3. Nonbinary Alternative to Ma'am or Sir and how to use it to answer the main question that triggered this whole piece, you must first consider and understand another aspect of the language
currently utilized. It's a fee. Honorary is an address placed before a person's name to explain their rank, role, marital status or presumed nationality. You also know that honorary term is under suffix. Each email you receive usually includes an honorary attached to the first of your name. Honorifics are
generally also influenced by good little bit of language and the way we refer to other people. You've probably already answered the question of what the title is, Reverend, or suffix hundreds of times. Many people don't even realize how difficult this issue can be for nonbinary people if they are a non-
gendered not available. There are more respect and titles for individuals who are linguistically gender neutral. The most common honorary is the term Mx. [he said as a mix]. The x works as a wild card, taking into account the usual title format of Mr. and Ms, and putting an x to remove the nod in the title.
This honorary has been legally recognized by several businesses, countries, and other associations, but primarily can only be seen in actual paperwork in the UK as at this moment. Places like Canada, Washington, California, and Oregon are likely to eventually follow, as they all also work on legal
recognition of nonbinary trans people. However, there is still a good way to list Mx as an option everywhere. (Much less other nonbinary honorifics!) Other honorifics include: Ind., Rev., Dr., M., Misc., Mre., Msr., Myr., Pr., or Mn.. The binary honorifics currently used by Mr., Mrs., Ms., or Miss. There is a
linguistic precedent for using a word that doubles the word honor in a similar way to ma'am or my lord. This is why – although far from perfect – I think the best and most respected solution to this issue for now is to use the venerable Mx in this way as well. I had to think about this issue for nearly a month
to achieve what I really think linguistically felt most right, as well as what the community would most agree with and be comfortable with, and that's what I think the solution to be. Here are some examples of what Mx can be used as an expression. Examples: Pager Mx. Tanner. We need you in room 24. –
here Mx serves as an honorary. Excuse me Mx, I just need to get past your bless! - here Mx used instead of Ma'am or Sir without incorrectly gendering someone. I'm sorry, Mx, but I think you dropped your wallet? yes, the I.D. over there says it belongs to Mx. Tanner. - here's a sentence where Mx is used
as both an honorary and respectful term for the title. So there's this. My personal recommendation is what the nonbinary equivalent of Ma'am or Sir might be. It can always change, but I've been thinking about this for a long time, and I think now where I'm at is what I really want to offer people. The better
solution may be to remove the forms of the address altogether, but I do not know if it is a realistic application for that. Plus many binary trans people who rely on binary-sex terms to assert themselves; and I think it's just as important and worth supporting. This why nonbinary trans people like me often try
to make alternatives. It's easier to start introducing yourself to the masses in a way that is quicker to understand. Regardless, I hope this small collection and discussion of language has proved useful as a springboard for understanding the reality and variation within the nonbinary trans people's needs. Vin
Tanner is a nonbinary trans person running the TransStyleGuide project solo. They write and tweet about trans issues very regularly, especially in trans language. You can donate money to them here or here, if not in the US. Please email them to transstyleguide@gmail.com. transstyleguide@gmail.com.
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