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February 18, 2017 12:53 AM ET Order Reprints Getty Images Printed Article A house isn't always a home, but home depot (HD) is still the go-to stock in home improvement. And that shouldn't change when the company reports earnings on Tuesday. Analysts expect Home Depot to report a
profit of $1.33 per share in the fourth fiscal quarter ended January 31, according to FactSet -- a prospective 14 percent increase from a year ago. Sales are likely to have grown 4 percent to $21.8 billion. And, the results may even beat those estimates. Why trust? There's Home Depot's track
record: profits have surpassed Wall Street forecasts for eight straight quarters, and there's no sign that the winning streak is ending. Home Depot also reports at the end of the earnings season, which means investors already have a wealth of information from companies selling their
products in their stores, including paint maker Sherwin Williams (SHW), home appliance producer Whirlpool (WHR), tool company Stanley Black &amp; Decker (SWK) and cabinet maker Masco (MAS). Scot Ciccarelli of RBC says his results and guidance were strong enough to signal that
Home Depot's earnings should be very good. The comments from the supplier channel we follow point to healthy growth in the fourth quarter, he wrote in a note to clients last week. Home Depot should also receive a boost from an economy that looks increasingly favorable. In a report last
month, Simeon Gutman of Morgan Stanley noted that family education has increased, and that house prices are expected to increase 4% in 2017. We see a positive risk-reward distortion for both Home Depot and Lowe's (LOW), he wrote. Even rising wages, which could pose problems for
many retailers, could be an advantage for Home Depot. Analyzing data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics on spending levels, Wolfe Research analyst Scott Mushkin found that consumers spend 15 cents of every additional dollar on housing, the largest recipient of any category. We see
this as potentially very good news for our housing-related hardliners such as Home Depot, Lowe's and Sherwin-Williams, Mushkin explains. The biggest concern with Home Depot may be its appreciation. Its shares are trading at 20.5 times the 12-month earnings forecasts, above the five-
year average of 19.5 and sales of 1.8 times, above the five-year average of 1.5. But the valuation is outweighed by other factors, says Stuart Kaye, portfolio manager at Matarin Capital Management. He points to Home Depot's ability to allocate capital -- repurchases, for example, have
generally been profitable -- for the company's rapid and stable growth. Home Depot doesn't look cheap, says Kaye. But that's not a surprise, given that the deal looks pretty good. Home Depot's stock seems to have the wind on its back. After reaching $134.74 on November 27, 2015, the
stock remained in a range briefly even slightly higher highs in May and August before falling. Last week, Home Depot came out of that range to an all-time high of $143. Historically, new highs have generated more new highs, Kaye says, with stocks outnumbering it in three to six months.
People are afraid to buy stocks at new highs, he explains. But it's not something to be afraid of. We're not here. See Trader Extra: Barrick Gold's Beating Email: editors@barrons.com Follow @ben_levisohn As Barron on Facebook Follow Barron's on Twitter An error occurred, please try
again later. Thank you This article has been sent to home depot is Giving Free Power Tools With These 5 Amazing DealsEvery editorial product is selected independently, although we may be compensated or receive an affiliate commission if you buy something through our links. Black
Friday may have come and gone, but before Christmas, Home Depot continues to provide exciting savings for DIYers. The home improvement superstore is offering free power tools from five major tool manufacturing brands. To get yours, buy a kit from one of the brands, and you'll have up
to two free power tools or batteries of the same brand. See when to order your gifts for DIYers to make sure they arrive before Christmas, via Home DepotMilwaukeeFrom a free tool or battery with the purchase of your 18 Volt 2 Battery Kit ($199). Get two free tools or batteries with the
purchase of your 18 Volt 2 Tool Kit ($399). These are the top power tools that every DIYer wants for Christmas, via Home DepotDeWaltkE a free tool or battery with the purchase of his 20 Volt Max 2-Battery Kit ($199). Get two free tools or batteries with the purchase of your 2-Tool 2-Tool 2-
Tool 2-Volt Max Brushless Kit ($399). Some of the free power tools featured include:Top gifts for DIYer on a budget.via Home DepotRyobiAnd a free tool or battery with the purchase of an 18 Volt 2 Battery Kit ($129). Some of the free power tools featured include:Check out this ultimate gift
guide for DIYers.via Home DepotRidgidAnd a free tool or battery with the purchase of your 18 Volt 2-Battery Octane Kit ($169). Get two free tools or batteries with the purchase of your 5 18 Volt Tool Kit ($449). Some of the free power tools featured include:These are the best tools of 2019



(according to pros).via Home DepotMakitaAnd a free tool or battery with the purchase of your 18 Volt 2 Battery Kit (US$ 199). Get two free tools or batteries with the purchase of your 18 Volt Brushless Tool Kit ($399). Some of the free power tools featured include:Don't miss these 10 secret
hacks power tools for DIYers. Compact and versatile, the Best Multi Value Tool keeps you ready for almost any fixed job. Works as pliers, scissors, tin opener, knife, bottle opener, saw, ruler, awl, file, wire stripper and screwdriver. Best of all, it comes with a nylon bag that hangs from a belt.
Buy now by charging... What it is is your feet (or whatever you get around) is as important as anything when it comes to home. That's why this fall, we collaborated with Home Depot on a guide from A to Z that will give you the confidence to make floor choices that you'll love. Check out the
manual from A to Z here. The spectrum of tools needed for different floor designs can undoubtedly seem intimidating at first (so many saws! so many applicators!) but using the right ones can be the difference between a finished project and a failure. You wouldn't try to paint a watercolor
masterpiece with a kitchen beater or dig in the garden with measuring spoons, would you? Fortunately, following some guiding principles, as well as consulting professionals like home depot, will help ensure you have all the right tools for the job. Materials dictate the toolsSS surprisingly, the
floor material you selected is the biggest determining factor when it comes to which tools you will need to do the job. (For example, the spatulas needed for the installation of tiles have nothing in common with the pneumatic nail you will need for wood.) The level of installation difficulty and
the number of tools required to complete the job properly should perform the decision-making process for those who plan to DIY their own floor installation or project. For example, renting a drum sander to fine-grain your hardwood floors is just a worthwhile effort if you're confident you can
successfully use one. Should you rent vs. buy? Tools rental tools can be a smart investment if you plan on future projects, but when it comes to flooring, how many do you really need to take home with you forever? To ensure that your budget is not a great success, you should carefully
consider the cost versus return on investment and frequency of use when considering whether to rent floor tools or buy them. Joe Truini, general contractor and weekly host of Today's Homeowner Radio, advises homeowners to be honest with themselves about this type of purchase. Some
of the tools may be relatively affordable, but will you ever use them again?, he asks. How many floors will the average person install in their life? It may make financial sense to add tools to your garage if you are building a new home and want to install all floors yourself, but otherwise the
rent is likely to be the way to go. There is a saw for saws to be an integral part of so many different types of flooring that you are required to use one during a DIY floor installation. Even with floating floors seriously easy to install, such as laminate, you still have to cut the plates precisely with
a circular or puzzle to where they find the wall. And when it comes to real wood? Miter saws, visas and cutting saws and table saws will become your close friends. The tile even takes its own saw, the wet saw. If you're feeling uncertain about which one will work best for your project and
level of experience, be sure to ask an expert for guidance. Spring for an all-in-one installation kit A useful new development in recent years has been the arrival of floor tool kits, which pack many of the basic instruments needed to install floor material properly. Most often made for the
installation of luxury vinyl boards, laminates and engineered wood, these handy kits provide items such as expansion spacers, touch blocks and pull bars in a single ready-to-go package, taking the guesswork out of your tool collection process. (Bonus: All items are reusable if you plan to
face another floor project.) Take the temperature of your room Contractors can use a humidity meter or a hydrometer to make an accurate reading of the humidity levels in the substrate and overall environment of a home, which can inform material decisions. (For more information on
waterproofing, visit the letter W.) Once your materials are delivered, it is important to store them in the space where they will be used so that they can adjust or expand to the current humidity level. Yes, mathematical skills are an essential tool There is no way around that mathematics is one
of the most used tools in floor projects. A measuring tape, speed square, pencil and more are just some of the instruments you'll need on hand to ensure proper installation. Don't be afraid to use the backs of the floorboards or even the base to make a little addition, and no one said you
couldn't use a calculator. Calculator.
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