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2020 has been a great year for 8K TVs. After some hesitant forays into technology, its biggest lawyers are plunging forward with multiple models featuring high resolution - but at what size do you really see the benefits? As standard, 8K TVs typically don't get less than 65-inch in size - and tend to come in 75-inch and even 85-inch sizes
too. The US flagship Samsung 8K QLED this year, the Q950TS, only has an 85-inch size that speaks to the kind of big screen experience Samsung is pushing for its 8K kit. There is, however, a strange appearance on a 55-inch 8K TV. A sort of medium-sized, super-high resolution set bringing 8K to more compact form factor and lower
price point. But is 8K TV still worth it on a 55-inch screen? Black Friday TV deals: Early deals with Walmart, Best Buy, and moreAd is the 55-inch 8K TV worth it?55 inches is usually the flagship size of a 4K TV, 4K resolution is not found on smaller 32-inch TVs, and will also be worth 40-inch TVs. When you reach sizes larger than 55
inches, it naturally takes more pixels to look like a detailed picture. 4K still looks good with a 65-inch screen, or 75-inch TV in our minds - though there's no denying that pixel density decreases when you expand the screen size. Pixel density is just how it sounds: when close-up pixels are spotty. When they are far away, the image loses
sharpness, so the higher pixel density is generally good. The 85-inch 8K TV has 104 PPI (pixels per inch), which is the same density as the 43-inch 4K TV. By comparison, an 85-inch 4K TV has only 52 PPI (yes, that's exactly half the amount). A Samsung rep tells us that 8K is not too necessary for 55 inches, really coming in at its 65
inches and more. This means that an 8K resolution is required for an 85-inch screen to look as detailed and natural as a 43-inch 4K-resolution set — making a clear argument for a higher resolution at a larger screen size. It gets muddy in smaller sizes, though. The 55-inch 8K TV has 162 PPI, but doesn't have a single TV size of 4K
resolution that has such a high pixel density - a 24-inch or 32-inch TV would get close, but you just don't need that many pixels as a small screen. A Samsung rep tells us that 8K is not too necessary for 55 inches, really coming in at its 65 inches and more. So you might want to spend your pennies on a large 55-inch 4K TV, or splash out
on a larger-sized 8K resolution - but we'll assume that the option of a 55-inch 8K TV is available for those who want to experiment, buy or show off the latest high-end resolution spec in their home. (Image credit: Samsung) What 55-inch 8K TVs are there? Currently, 55-inch 8K TVs are limited to about one new Samsung TV per year. In
2019, it was a 55-inch model of the Q900R; In 2020, it will be the Q700T, 8K TV, which is available in both 55-inch and 65-inch sizes. Q700T is currently only on sale in the UK, while US buyers may still find last year's 55-inch Q900R for just $2,299.What's interesting here is that the 55-inch Q700T starts at £1,999 (about
$2,700/AU$3,600), which is technically cheaper than the flagship 4K model, the Q95T - priced at £2,299 for the same size. So there's definitely a cost argument for getting a budget 8K model instead of a high-end 4K one. You make a make 60Hz panel, though - so remember if you're thinking about buying this kit, that frame rate is not
what it might be. It also means that you can't get 4K/120Hz passage to the next generation game console, or even 8K/60Hz (there is no HDMI 2.1 port, surprisingly). While the Q700T carries Samsung's high spec Quantum Processor 8K chip, it doesn't make it half-dimming zones with a Q800T, a lower HDR rating, meaning that both
brightness and brightness controls are likely to be lower. We assume that some of the savings are made with materials as well – although you're still getting premium features like OTS+ (Object Tracking Sound) three-dimensional audio, though. Check out the best 8K TVs When you buy a 65-inch TV? If you don't talk about very specific
things – such as holes or tax bills – the bigger one is almost always better. This certainly seems to be an understanding of televisions. In the UK one, the average screen size grew from about the size of a 32-inch TV at the turn of the century to a 40-inch TV in 2010. Of course, economies of scale mean that the more popular the screen
size, the more affordable (in relative terms) it becomes. You only need to check out the price of one of our favorite 50-inch TVs this year, the outstanding Panasonic TX-50HX800, to see what's what. When we looked at the HX800 back in June, the 50-inch version costs £899 (about $1,200/AU$1,650) - and it's now routinely available for
£699 (about $950/AU$1270) or so. Compare this 40-inch version with the same television: £649 at launch, now on sale for around £599. If a much larger screen is so relatively cheap, why do you choose a smaller one? The big screen doesn't mean a big budget Tempted when buying a new TV is to get the biggest one available within
your budget. After all, the average customer will update their TV once in six or seven years - so the last thing you want is to get home and hit the small-screen buyer with regret. So if your budget extends to a 65-inch 4K TV, well, why not? It's not like there's quite a few very worthwhile 65-inch TVs around, too, and quite different prices. If
you are fully determined to be future-proof TV as much as possible, of course, you'll be watching an 8K resolution samsung TV - the QE65Q950T will set you back to the thick end of £6,000/$8,000 - or you may consider a less well-defined QE65Q800T alternative for about half that amount. For the rest of us, though, there are plenty of
options when more real-world 4K resolution is concerned. Our current favourite is LG's stunning CX OLED - with a fraction under £2,000 ($1,799/£1,799/around AU$2,700) you can be the proud owner of a super-slim, high-performance OLED TV with the support of both Dolby Atmos and Dolby Vision and HDMI 2.1 compatibility with your
shiny new PS5 or Xbox Series X.  But you should not forget Sony's almost impressive A8H OLED. It's a little cheaper, usually enjoys Sony's image quality and has a frighteningly smart audio system that uses its entire big screen to produce sound. Of course, you don't have to go deep into four numbers to treat yourself to a nice new TV.
Hisense's admirable 65U7QF may not be as accomplished as a performer as alternatives to LG, Samsung, Sony and all the rest - but it's yours under £800/$1,000. Quite a bit less when you shop around - which is the value of the proposal, which is hard to argue with. (Picture credit: Hisense) Size up your roomJust because you can afford
a 65-inch TV, although it doesn't automatically track that you should go straight out and buy one. There are factors to consider before you get out of your credit card and start folding in the back seats of your car below. The most important question is: do you need space to accommodate a 65-inch TV? We don't mean the surface to put it
on, or a wall to hang it, either - we mean the distance from which you need to sit to enjoy a comfortable viewing experience. We've all been to the cinema to see the popular movie in its early days of release, which means that at some point we've all come sitting too close to the screen. It's rotten, isn't it? Can't take the whole screen at
once, can't help, but notice the noise in the picture, can't help but make it feel a little restless by fast or unpredictable on-screen movement. Well, it's the same if you're sitting too close to your TV. First, remember that tv screen sizes are measured diagonally. So the 65-inch measurement shows the distance from the lower left corner of the
screen to the upper-right corner. This is especially important if you are going to install your TV on the wall - in purely decorative conditions it may sound great above the fireplace, but if you watch TV from bar-stool it's almost certain to be too high to watch comfortably. This means that you need to measure the distance between where the
TV is going to be and where you are going to sit while you're watching it. 4K resolution it's easier to look a short distance than 1080p Full HD equivalents - thanks to a huge uptick in pixel quantity - but still you don't want to be too close. A good rule of thumb for 4K screens is to consider a distance anywhere between 1.5 and 2 times the
screen size with minimal viewing distance. This means you have to sit no closer than 2.5m to your new 65-inch television - and ideally more like 3-3.5m. Sit too close and you won't watch your TV screen as much as watching the pixels that make up the picture. So if you can't sort of distance from the screen that we recommend, well,
you're better faced with facts and choosing a slightly more modest television. (Image credit: Samsung) The biggest benefit of a 65-inch TVBut if you can put enough distance between yourself and the screen, you're good to go. But just because you can fit a 65-inch TV, can it automatically track that you should? What tangible benefit is
there for the big 65-inch television, anyway? Well, at the risk of saying obvious, a bigger screen means bigger picture. This, in turn, means a more engaging, intense and life-like viewing experience – especially if your new screen is equipped with cutting-edge technologies such as dynamic metadata HDR. If you pay for a top dollar 4K
Netflix subscription, or you've got a 4K Blu-ray player with a truly premium image, these extra inches will translate directly into a more vibrant and cinematic look. And if you give your money to Philips for a 65-inch version of one of your Ambilight-equipped OLED TVs (the 65OLED935+ is a truly outstanding TV, and thanks to Bowers
&amp; Wilkins – once a sound-quality display that matches the image quality), the impact of the led light on their back is even more noticeable on the wall behind the screen than it is on the screen.  Gamers, too, enjoy these extra screen inches. As long as you make sure your new 65-inch TV is equipped with hdmi 2.1 - which excludes
philips TV, but be sure to rule out the likes of Samsung's outstanding QE65Q95T QLED display - every next-generation console feature can be accommodated. Like variable refresh rates, 4K/120Hz passage and HGiG HDR-tone mapping only add an already exciting visual experience served by both the Xbox Series X and Playstation 5 –
and here, the big screen really allows you to pull off the action. In short, there's no reason not to think long and hard about a 65-inch TV when you're researching your new TV - provided you have room to get a realistic distance from it, at least. At least.
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