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Our editors independently research, test and recommend the best products; You can learn more about our review process here. We may receive commissions for purchases made at our chosen links. Yes, expensive makeup brushes are nice to have (and will sit pretty on your vanity), but they don't make or break when it comes to your makeup application. Frankly, some of the
most skilled makeup artists rely on the power of fingers more than any brush to get the perfect application. Don't guess us wrong. We're all for sninging on nice things that will be up for your makeup game, but you don't have to break the bank for a big brush. There are cheap makeup brush kits out there that work just like the most inflated options on the market and will be your
highlighter looking just as illuminated. Sets of makeup brushes are, of course, handy for many reasons, not least of which is that they cover all your target areas (foundation, eyeshadow, etc.) for one purchase and make your vanity well organized. If you're always on the go, you can easily pop one of these sets in your handbag or suitcase to have ready when you need to touch
fast. We searched the internet, read reviews and scrolled through Beauty Guru's Instagram pages for the cheapest cult makeup brush sets that people can't stop using. Up front, we've rounded up the best cheap makeup brush sets you'll want to handle as soon as possible. Who doesn't want a few kits that will give them air treatment? These three children - a powder brush, a multi-
blender massager and an airbrush blender - will have your basic makeup similar to your second skin. You can even perfect your contour with a multi-blender massager using the sides of the brush. Aranchibia gives E.Lf. brushes two thumbs up, too. She loves studio complexion with a brush and eyelid brush. It's super soft [and] perfect for around your eyes, she says. Mastering
eye makeup is difficult, so this set full of natural and synthetic fiber brushes will do the job. It's equipped with five brushes that you can use to mix, underline and identify different parts of your eye area. This handy brush case is also easy to fold and toss in your bag when you're in a hurry. Celebrity make-up artist Fabiola Aranchibia has confirmed to Byrdie that she is a fan of Real
Techniques. They're really soft, Arancibia says of the brand's line of. She loves a blush brush and travel Essentials Kit, but this new Prep+ Prime Set is one of the latest launches from a brand that offers innovative tools like this cooling under-eye roller to use with your eye cream. AOpen has announced prices and delivery dates for its Pandora box, an Intel-based Apple Mac mini
clone. will be sold as a complete system, according to a note from OEM that was sent to reporters this week. Pandora sell for an estimated price of $499 for a Windows-based configuration, and $399 for one configured around Linux. The systems will be available before Christmas, the company said. AOpen representatives did not respond to emailed requests for comment.
Originally displayed on a computex show last May in Taiwan, Pandora's AOpen will be slightly smaller than a mini, according to the company. Even though the mini made a splash in the market for its compact and quiet design, estimates of its market success were harder to come by. Apple will not formally break mac mini-sales in its latest earnings report. However, previous trends
that Apple authored, such as multi-colored translucent plastics and white motif promoting the iPod, have been emoluated or mimicked by the world of Wintel. Analysts interviewed during Computex said they did not see the Wintel mini-clone as a threat to Apple - unless Apple suddenly changed its mind and committed to developing its OSX operating system for Intel hardware.
Apple, of course, did just that a week later, in early June. This week, Apple confirmed that some of its mini-systems are coming off with unannounced updates. AOpen has not provided system specifications for its new machine, or whether the box will be built on a desktop processor or mobile chip, as analysts at Pentium M. ExtremeTech have already been able to build the small
Pentium M form factor, and Pentium M motherboards from AOpen and other manufacturers have been shipped since November 2004. The systems will be sold directly from AOpen as well as an unnamed reseller partner, AOpen said. dvoevnore /Shutterstock.com Mac have a fairly simple setup process and Apple's MacOS will guide you through what you need to do. But that's
just one part of the setup process. Here's a checklist of things you should do to customize your Mac after you press the base. Apple's initial setup process is virtually pointless, so we won't spend too much time strolling you through it. The first thing you need to do is unzip the machine and plug it into the socket. If you have an iMac, then you'll also need to plug in a magic keyboard
and magic mouse or magic trackpad. If you're connected and plugged in, it's time to hit the power button on your Mac. If your Mac has a Touch ID sensor, click it. First of all, you need to choose a country, language and wireless network. If you want to use an Ethernet connection, you can connect your Mac to a wired network. Finally, choose whether you want to move data to your
new Mac using The Migration Assistant. apple.com You're setting up your Mac as your new PC, you'll be prompted to turn on Location Services and log in with an apple ID. ID. you don't have an Apple ID yet, you'll be invited to create one. After you are logged on, there is one last document about the conditions that you want to accept. Next, macOS will offer you to set up iCloud,
FaceTime and iMessage. Add any additional email addresses you'd like to use with FaceTime and iMessage, then go to the next setup phase and enable Find My Mac as security. This feature allows you to find and remotely erase your Mac in case it goes missing. Next, you'll be prompted to set up a user account, but only if you're setting up a new Mac instead of recovering it
from your old one. Add your name, password, and select the picture you'd like to see next to the sign-in icon. You can change this later. Enable Allow my Apple ID to reset this user's password to allow password reset over the Internet in case you forget your sign-in information. Finally, you can set a time zone (your Mac will automatically detect it if you turn on Location Services)
and choose to register your Mac with Apple. Then you can click Continue and start using the new Mac. RELATED: How to create a backup version of your material and go to the new Mac Install the latest updates for macOS There are probably updates or even major operating system updates available for installation on your new computer. First, check out which version of
macOS you're using by clicking on the Apple logo in the upper-left corner, and then selecting About it Mac. If your Mac isn't running the latest and largest version of macOS, you'll likely want to update it before taking the process further. To do this, go to system settings &gt; software updates and wait for the tool to be updated. Your Mac will check with Apple if any updates are
available and you'll be invited to install them. Click The Advanced button to show options for automatically updating your Mac and its apps. If a new edition of macOS is available, it will be listed at the top of this window. Click Update Now and wait for the download to finish. Once it's finished, the installation process starts, or you can run the Install &lt;nameé&gt;macOS app in your
Apps folder (replacing &lt;nameé&gt;current iteration name). Installing a new version of macOS may take some time, so make sure you've postponed 30-60 minutes to complete the process. Your Mac will restart several times during this process. RELATED: How to update your Mac and keep apps up to date to complete the setup Now that you're using the latest version of macOS,
it's time to finish setting up your Mac. Setting up time machine backups To use the Time Machine, you a disc with at least as much free space as the total size of your Mac. all you want is a working backup. The easiest way to set up a Time Machine is by inexpensive external hard drive. Connect the drive you want to use for your Mac and go to System &gt; Time Machine. Click
Select Disc to nominate the disc you just added and confirm the selection. Time Machine will now start initial backup and automatically back up your Mac every time that drive is connected. You do not need to use an external drive for this purpose. You can use another Mac to back up time machine, or even a Raspberry Pi network. You can also partition the Time Machine drive
and use it to store files. RELATED: How to use a machine time drive for both file storage and Enable FileVault Encryption FileVault backups is a disk encryption software that Apple merges with macOS. It's free and offers a minimal level of security, so if you're concerned about your data, you can turn them on. Enabling FileVault will mean you always need to log on to your Mac
with your password. While this is usually enabled by default, it's a good idea for double validation. Go to System &gt; Security &amp; Privacy &gt; FileVault and click enable FileVault... to enable this feature (click on the lock and enter the administrator password first). You will be invited to create and save the recovery key to iCloud for three recovery issues or create a local
recovery key consisting of random letters and numbers that you save yourself. You will need a recovery key in case you ever forget the FileVault password. Make sure you're comfortable with the recovery key method you choose, and if you decide to make a local recovery key, then make sure you store it somewhere you can access it (rather than on the main boot drive, that's
what you encrypt). Connect email, calendar, and other services If you want to set up the Mail app to use with email accounts or integrate Google or Outlook calendars into the Apple Calendar app, you'll need to set up different accounts. Go to System Preferences &gt; Internet Accounts and click on the type of account you would like to add. When you add an account, you'll be
prompted to turn on features like mail, calendar, contacts, and notes. If you have a CalDAV, CardDAV, LDAP, or regular old POP3 or IMAP e-mail address, click Add another account, and then select the appropriate option. Setting up other accounts and parental controls Are there any other members of your family, family, or office who will use this Mac? Select System settings
&gt; users and groups to add new accounts. You will need to click on the lock icon and enter the administrator password to make changes. You can then click on the plus+ icon to create new accounts. Add details such as full name, account name, password, and account type, and then click Create User to finalize. If you want to impose an impose controls in your account, go to
System Settings &gt; Screen Time to apply app restrictions and content or privacy restrictions on the type of content your account can access. Customize macOS to your liking Now that you've tweaked all the important stuff, it's time to set up macOS until you're happy with how it looks and feels. Set up pointing devices If you have a laptop or Mac computer with a magic trackpad,
you might want to adjust the behavior of your pointing device. Go to System Settings &gt; Trackpad to see the different gestures available to you. You can customize these gestures or simply hover over them to see an example of the video. This is your ability to change the way macOS scrolls. If you don't like touch-inspired Natural scrolling, click Scroll &amp;; Zoom and turn off
Scroll direction: Natural to change it. If you have Magic Mouse instead, go to System Preferences &gt; Mouse to set double click and tracking speed. Set up Dock Click and drag the icon from the dock, then release it to remove it completely. You will not delete the application or folder, but only the shortcut. Drag an app from the Apps folder to the dock to pin it, or run the app, then
right-click (two-fingered using the trackpad) on the icon and select Options &gt; Save to Dock. Go to System &gt; Dock to see even more options. You can position it on the left, right, and bottom edges of the screen, turn on auto-hide, adjust dock size, enable zoom animations, and more. Turning on dark macOS mode now has dark mode, and it looks great, whether or not you're
using your Mac in dim conditions in the first place. Choose system settings &gt; and switch the look between light, dark, and auto. If you choose, Auto macOS automatically turns on dark mode depending on the time of day. Turn off AutoCorrect For some reason macOS still enables default AutoCorrect on each new Mac. It's easy to feel that autocorrect is struggling with what
you're trying to enter. If you don't like it, you can disable this feature under System Settings &gt; Keyboards &gt; Text. Turn off Fix spelling automatically and Automatically capitalize words to turn AutoCorrect off completely. You can also disable add period with double space if you do not use this feature. Adjusting the zoom resolution You can scale your Mac's display resolution to
more or less on the screen at the same time. If you decide to have more on the screen, things will appear less. The text will be harder to read and everything will feel somewhat magnified compared to the default setting. Or, if you want the items on the screen to be bigger, you can go the other way and zoom in. Go to system settings Display and select Scalable, and then select a
new resolution. You can always go back to Default if you don't like what you see. Customizing additional displays If you intend to connect an optional or thermal display for use with your Mac, now is the time. Connect the monitor and turn it off, then start System Preferences &gt; Displays. You'll need to customize the display according to where it's located on your desk and choose
the resolution and refresh rate you're happy with. Set the Keyboard Head to System Preferences &gt; Keyboard to view keyboard settings. Most of these options will be best left in the default settings if you don't feel the need to change them based on usage. You can add text extension shortcuts in the Text tab, for example, you can replace :shrug:\_(*/)_L or :myaddress: with a
home address for quick typing. Under Input sources, you can install different keyboard layouts as needed. For example, if you are using the British layout, you can type the £character by holding shift +3. Are you using third-party hardware keyboards designed for Windows? A free app called Karabiner-Elements will allow you to reconfigure every key, including Windows keys and
unsupported media keys, for a much better macOS experience. Customize the touchpad apple.com If you have a MacBook Pro with touchpad, you can customize what's displayed by running the app and then selecting View &gt; Customize Touchpad. You can drag controls to the touchpad based on what you use most often. You can also move system settings &gt; keyboards to
see other touchpad options. Click adjust the control band to change which control buttons on the system are displayed (including volume control and media). Siri settings You can change everything about Siri, including keyboard shortcut, language, voice profile, and receive voice feedback under System Preferences &gt; Siri. If you disable Enable Siri Request, you will disable this
feature completely. Siri can be used to do some useful things on macOS, such as finding files for you and pinning dynamic data to the Today screen. Setting up Touch ID If your Mac has a fingerprint reader, you may have already set up Touch ID. If not, you can do so how under System Preferences &gt; Touch ID. you can also add an extra fingerprint here if you like. Enable
battery percentage revision If your new Mac is a laptop, there's a good chance you'll appreciate the battery percentage counter at the top right rather than the vague battery symbol displayed displayed To do this, click on the battery indicator in the upper-right corner and select Show percentage. Do not forget; You can also click on the battery indicator at any time to see any apps
that use a significant amount of power, which is useful when trying to save battery power. Turning on night shift is a feature that emulates the orange glow of the sun to promote better sleep. He does this by removing as much blue light as possible. You can enable this feature under System Settings &gt; Display &gt; Night Shift. You can set a Sunrise Sunset schedule that will use
weather data to decide when to enable or disable this feature, or set your own custom schedule. Drag the Color temperature slider to the blue light reduction level you want. You can instantly disable or enable night shift by edging up the Today screen (click on the icon in the upper right corner of the screen), then scroll up to open the Night Shift option. Apple's wallpaper settings
include some amazing desktop wallpapers with macOS. Go to System &gt; &amp;&amp; Screen saver to see what is already available. Select Dynamic wallpapers to make your wallpaper change depending on the time of day. Install Basic Apps The last setup phase of your Mac is to install any additional apps you want to use. We recommend using Safari as your primary
browser because it is well optimized for both performance and energy efficiency in macOS. The second browser is handy to have around, so we recommend capturing Chrome or Firefox too. Then grab any large suite you use regularly, such as Microsoft Office or Adobe Creative Cloud. Alternatives you can look at include LibreOffice or Apple's own iWork suite. You have to use a
password manager, so download LastPass, 1Password, Dashlane, or everything you use. If you're already using Apple's iCloud keychain, you only need to make sure you're signed in to your Apple ID under System Preferences. The Player may also need many unsupported file types that QuickTime Player does not support. Download the VLC or MPV and install them. If you're an
enthusiastic cloud storage user, you'll want to grab Google Drive, Dropbox, OneDrive or any solution you prefer. It's also a good look to check your Mac App Store shopping history for any apps you may have forgotten. Launch the Mac App Store, then click on your name in the lower-left corner to see a list of past purchases. Click the cloud icon next to each one to download it.
After all this, you can download Vanilla to cut into the menu bar icon and everything is beautifully organized. For even more suggestions, check out these must-see apps for new Mac owners. RELATED: How to install apps on a Mac: All you need to know the finishing touches Now you're ready to use your Mac. Mac. these are a few other tasks you can do in the background when
you hit a bus on a new computer: Start mail (if you're using it, or another email program) and let it download your mail history. Depending on the size of your inbox, it may take a long time. Open the photos and set up your iCloud photo library if you're using it. Give it some time to download the library. You can choose between optimized copies and full-size originals. Launch the
Music, Podcasts and TV apps and sign in to each one, then let iCloud sync your library so your entertainment is ready to run when you want it. But what if you don't customize your new Mac from scratch? Learn how to back up support and upgrade to your new Mac, don't set it up again. Again.
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