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Jfk foreign policy vietnam

John F. Kennedy's presidency is known for its new border policies, containment policy toward the Soviet Union, support for civil rights, and expansion of the space program. Summarize the kennedy administration's signature achievements Key Takeaways Key Points John F. Kennedy was
sworn in as the 35th President on January 20, 1961. In his inaugural address, he called for an active citizen and a desire for greater internationalism. Kennedy's foreign policy was dominated by American confrontations with the Soviet Union, manifested by proxy wars at the early stage of the
Cold War, and coming to the brink of nuclear war with cuba's missile crisis. As part of his desire for active citizenship and greater internationalism, Kennedy asked Congress to create the Peace Corps, which brought American volunteers to work in underdeveloped countries. Immigration
sources were shifted under the Kennedy administration, from European countries to Latin America and Asia, in accordance with the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 (passed after his death). Kennedy was a supporter of African American civil rights, and also supported the rights of
marginalized groups, such as women. The US space program and NASA deployment was a priority for Kennedy, who saw justification for spending on grounds of international prestige and military value. Key terms new frontier: A phrase used by Liberal Republican presidential candidate
John F. Kennedy at the 1960 Democratic National Convention of the United States as a Democratic slogan to inspire America to support him the phrase evolved into a label for his administration's domestic and foreign programs. Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965: A U.S. law that
abolished the national origin quota system that had synthesized U.S. immigration policy since the 1920s, replacing it with a preference system that focused on immigrant skills and family relationships with U.S. citizens or residents. restriction: A United States policy that uses numerous
strategies to prevent the spread of communism abroad. John F. Kennedy was sworn in as the 35th President of the United States on January 20, 1961. In his inaugural address, he talked about the need for all Americans to ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for
your country. In conclusion, he extended his desire for greater internationalism: Finally, either citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask us here for the same high standards of strength and sacrifice that we ask of you. Ask isn't what your country can do for you: In this short clip from the
1961 inaugural address, JFK delivers one of his most famous speeches. The address reflected Kennedy Kennedy's trust. his government would take a historically important course in both domestic policy and foreign affairs. The contrast between this optimistic vision and the pressures of
managing everyday political reality at home and abroad would be one of the main tensions going through the early years of his administration. Despite the challenges he faced during his tenure, Kennedy consistently ranks high in the public opinion ratings of US presidents. He was
assassinated before the end of his term of office on 22 November 1963. Kennedy's foreign policy policy was dominated by American confrontations with the Soviet Union, manifested by proxy wars in the early stages of the Cold War and coming to the brink of nuclear war with the Cuban
missile crisis. His government was characterized by a policy of containment, and a new support for third world countries and their nationalist movements. Kennedy's management style differed from his predecessor, Dwight Eisenhower, favoring a one-wheel-drive organizational structure with
all the rays leading to the president. As one of his first presidential acts, Kennedy asked Congress to create the Peace Corps. Through this program, which still exists today, Americans volunteer to work in underdeveloped countries in areas such as education, agriculture, health care, and
manufacturing. The organization grew to 5,000 members by March 1963 and 10,000 the following year. Since 1961, more than 200,000 Americans have joined the Peace Corps, serving in 139 countries. Peace Corps: Kennedy greets Peace Corps volunteers, 1961. Kennedy Internal Policy
called his domestic program New Frontiers. He ambitiously promised federal funding for education, medical care for the elderly, financial assistance to rural areas, and government intervention to stop the economic downturn of the time. In his State of the Union address in 1963, he proposed
major tax reform and a reduction in income tax rates. Congress passed some of Kennedy's major programs during his lifetime, but voted for them in 1964-1965 under his successor Lyndon B. Johnson. During his tenure, Kennedy ended a period of tight fiscal policies, loosening monetary
policy to keep interest rates in decline and encourage economic growth. The economy, which had gone through two recessions in three years and was now in recession when Kennedy took office, turned and prospered. Gross domestic product (GDP) increased, inflation remained stable,
unemployment fell, production increased and sales of motor vehicles increased. Civil Rights President Kennedy first proposed a review of American immigration policy that later became the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965. It dramatically shifted the source of migration from the
countries of Northern and Western Europe to migration from Latin America and Asia, and also shifted the under-known family reunification. Reunification. he wanted to dismantle the choice of immigrants based on his country of origin, and he saw this as an extension of his civil rights
policies. Kennedy also made several proposals to support African-American civil rights as well as the rights of other marginalized groups, such as women. During his tenure, he signed the executive order establishing the Presidential Commission on the Position of Women on December 14,
1961. Former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt led the committee. On June 10, 1963, Kennedy signed the Equal Pay Act of 1963, a federal law amending the Fair Work Standards Act, aimed at eliminating gender pay inequality. The Kennedy Space Program is also known for expanding the
U.S. space program. On April 12, 1961, Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first man to fly into space, which reinforced American fears that he would fall behind in a technological competition with the Soviet Union. Kennedy wanted the US to take the lead in the so-called space race
for strategic and prestige reasons. On November 21, 1962, at a cabinet meeting with National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) administrator James E. Webb, as well as other officials, Kennedy explained that moon exploration was important for reasons of international
prestige, and justified the cost of a program to facilitate this. Vice President Johnson assured that the lessons learned from the space program also had military value, and so began the space program under Kennedy. The cost for the Apollo project was expected to reach $40 billion. On July
20, 1969, nearly six years after Kennedy's death, Apollo 11 landed the first manned spacecraft on the moon. JFK Inaguration: John F. Kennedy was inaugurated on January 20, 1961. To counter Soviet influence in the developing world, Kennedy supported a variety of measures in Latin
America, the Middle East and Africa. Summarize Kennedy's Foreign Policy Initiatives Key Takeaways The foreign policies of the John F. Kennedy administration in 1961-1963 saw both diplomatic and military initiatives in Europe, Southeast Asia, Latin America, and other regions amid
significant Cold War tensions. Kennedy founded the Organization for International Development to oversee the distribution of foreign aid. he also founded the Peace Corps, which recruited idealistic young people to undertake humanitarian projects in Asia, Africa and Latin America.
Kennedy's Alliance for Progress aimed to cooperation between the US and Latin America by providing significant amounts of assistance, together with provisions, to Latin American countries. Kennedy's foreign policy toward the Middle East focused on limiting the proliferation of nuclear
weapons in Israel, and his willingness to work with Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser and his pan-Arab initiatives. Kennedy's policies toward Africa focused on support for African nationalism, as well as coordination with the United Nations to ensure US assistance in financing the



United Nations peacekeeping operation on the continent. Basic Terms Gamal Abdel Nasser: The second president of Egypt from 1956 until his death; is regarded as one of the most important political figures in both modern Arab history and 20th century politics. Alliance for Progress: A plan
and program launched by U.S. President John F. Kennedy in 1961 that aimed to establish economic cooperation between the U.S. and Latin America. African nationalism: The political movement to recognise peoples on the continent by establishing their own states, as well as safeguarding
their indigenous customs. The foreign policies of the John F. Kennedy administration in 1961-1963 saw both diplomatic and military initiatives in Europe, Southeast Asia, Latin America, and other regions amid major Cold War tensions. To counter Soviet influence in the developing world (a
policy known as containment), Kennedy advocated a variety of measures in Latin America, the Middle East and Africa. During his presidency, Kennedy established the Agency for International Development to oversee the distribution of foreign aid. He also founded the Peace Corps, which
recruited idealistic young people to undertake humanitarian projects in Asia, Africa and Latin America. He hoped that by increasing food supply and improving health care and education, the U.S. government could encourage developing countries to align with the United States and reject
Soviet or Chinese openings and the spread of communism. The first group of Peace Corps volunteers left for the four corners of the globe in 1961, serving as a means of soft power in the Cold War. Foreign Policy in Latin America: The most famous act of the Kennedy Progress Alliance on
Latin America was the Alliance for Progress, which aimed to establish economic cooperation between the US and Latin America. In March 1961, Kennedy proposed a 10-year plan for Latin America, which called for an annual increase in per capita income of 2.5% in the creation of
democratic governments; the eradication of adult illiteracy by 1970; price stability to avoid inflation or deflation; a fairer distribution of income; land reform; economic and social planning. Financial aid to Latin America almost tripled between the financial years 1960 and 1961. Between 1962
and 1967, the US provided 1.4 dollars per year in Latin America. However, Latin American countries have yet to repay their growing debt to the US and other first world countries, limiting their economic independence. The Alliance for Progress achieved a short-lived success in public
relations. It also had real but limited economic progress. However, in the early 1970s, the Like all economic development programs, it was full of complications. It is often argued that the program failed for three reasons: Not all Latin American nations were willing to enact the exact reforms
that the U.S. demanded in exchange for their help. Presidents after Kennedy were less supportive of the program. The amount of money wasn't enough for an entire hemisphere. $20 billion averaged out to only $10 per person in Latin America. Alliance for Progress: Venezuelan President
Rómulo Betancourt and U.S. President John F. Kennedy in La Morita, Venezuela, during an official meeting for the Alliance for Progress in 1961. Foreign Policy in the Middle East Kennedy firmly believed in the U.S. commitment to Israeli security, and acknowledged the ambitious pan-Arab
initiatives of Egypt's leader, Gamal Abdel Nasser. In the summer of 1960, the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel, learned that France was helping Israel build an important atomic facility. Although Israeli Prime Minister David Ben Gurion had publicly assured the United States that Israel has no
plans to develop nuclear weapons, Kennedy tried to persuade Israel to allow a qualified expert to visit the region. Kennedy wanted to work more closely with the modernizing forces of the Arab world. In June 1962, Nasser wrote Kennedy a letter, noting that although Egypt and the United
States had their differences, they could still cooperate. Around this time, civil war broke out in Northern Yemen. Fearing it would lead to a larger conflict between Egypt and Saudi Arabia (which could include the United States as an ally of Saudi Arabia), Kennedy decided to recognize the
rebel regime, hoping it could stabilize the situation in Yemen. Kennedy continued to try to persuade Nasser to withdraw his troops. Kennedy's africa foreign policy approach to African affairs is in stark contrast to that of his predecessor. By naming new appointees, including scholars and
liberal Democrats with government experience, at several embassies, Kennedy broke with Eisenhower's pattern. Under Kennedy, a civil rights activist was tasked with managing African affairs. According to Nigerian diplomat Samuel Ibb, there were sparks with Kennedy. Sudan's prime
minister, Ibrahim Abboud, who loves a hunting rifle Kennedy gave him, expressed a desire to go on safari with Kennedy. JFK and Africa: John and Jackie Kennedy, along with The President of Côte d'Ivoire Houbhouët-Boigny and his wife at a state dinner at the White House in 1962. The
Kennedy administration believed that the British African colonies would soon achieve independence through what the Kennedy team called the middle class revolution. they also believed that countries would develop into economic and political maturity. By the spring of 1962, American aid
made its way to Guinea. On his return from guinea's leader, Ahmed Sékou Touré, told his people that he and the Guinea delegation found in Kennedy a man quite open to African problems and determined to promote American contribution to their happy solution. Toure also welcomed the
stability with which the United States is fighting against racial discrimination. Kennedy gave a speech at Saint Anselm College on May 5, 1960, about America's behavior in the emerging Cold War. The address detailed how U.S. foreign policy should be conducted toward African nations,
noting a hint of support for modern African nationalism by saying that for us, too, we founded a new nation on rebellion from colonial rule. Assess the Importance of the Cuban Missile Crisis Key Takeaways The Cuban Missile Crisis is seen as the closest the U.S. and Soviet Union came to
the release of nuclear weapons during the Cold War. US foreign policy towards the Soviet Union under the Kennedy administration favoured containment - limiting the spread of communism to countries around the world. Known as the Bay of Pigs invasion, Kennedy ordered the invasion of
American-trained Cubans to overthrow the communist government run by Fidel Castro. The invasion ended disastrously for the United States. In October 1962, American spy planes took aerial photographs confirming the presence of long-range ballistic missile facilities in Cuba, placing the
United States within walking distance of Soviet nuclear warheads. Kennedy ordered a naval blockade of Cuba and American ships headed for Cuba, preparing for war. after 13 tense days, behind the scenes agreements were reached between Kennedy and Khrushchev. The Soviets have
publicly agreed to remove the missile bases from Cuba in exchange for the US agreement not to invade Cuba. secretly, the US also agreed to remove the missiles deployed in Turkey and Italy. As a result of the negotiations and the overall risk of the crisis, the two countries created the
hotline agreement and signed the Treaty banning testing of nuclear weapons in the Earth's atmosphere. Key terms of the Cuban missile crisis: A 13-day standoff between the Soviet Union and Cuba on the one hand, and the United States on the other, in October 1962 Of the Cold War? is
generally seen as the moment when the Cold War came closer to turning into a nuclear conflict. Hotline agreement: A system that allows direct communication between the leaders of the United States and Russia, originally designed during the Cold War. The spread of communism during
the Kennedy administration represented a perceived threat to his power and dominance World. Thus, a top condition during the Kennedy years was the need to limit communism at any cost. Kennedy felt that the spread of communism (what became known as the time of maximum danger)
required containment policy. In his inaugural address on January 20, 1961, Kennedy presented the American public with a plan in which his administration's future foreign policy initiatives would be followed later and represented. In that speech, Kennedy warned Let every nation know,
whether it wishes us well or sick, that we will pay any price, bear any burden, face any difficulties, support any friend, oppose any enemy, in order to ensure the survival and success of freedom. He also called on the public to help in a fight against man's common enemies: tyranny, poverty,
disease and war itself. Some of the most notable policies that emerged from kennedy's early initiatives to curb communism were the Kennedy Doctrine and the Alliance for Progress in Latin America, and increased participation in Vietnam. Against this backdrop, Cuba's missile crisis went off
in 1962. Castro and the Bay of Pigs in January 1959, after the overthrow of Fulgencio Batista's corrupt and dictatorial regime, Castro took over the leadership of the new Cuban government. The progressive reforms he began showed that he favored communism, and his pro-Soviet foreign
policy spooked the current Eisenhower administration in the US, which asked the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to find a way to remove him from power. Instead of invading the U.S. military in the small island nation, less than a hundred miles from Florida, and risking public criticism, the
CIA instead trained a small force of Cuban exiles for the job. After landing in the Bay of Pigs off the coast of Cuba, these guerrillas, the CIA believed, would inspire their compatriots to stand up and overthrow Castro's regime. The United States also promised air support for the invasion.
Kennedy agreed to support the previous administration's plans, and on April 17, 1961, about 1,400 Cuban exiles invaded land at the designated point. However, Kennedy feared domestic criticism and worried about Soviet retaliation in other parts of the world, such as Berlin. He canceled
the expected air support, which allowed the Cuban military to easily defeat the rebels. The expected uprising of the Cuban people also failed to happen. The surviving members of the exiled army in custody. The invasion of the Bay of Pigs was a major foreign policy disaster for President
Kennedy, and highlighted Cuba's military vulnerability to the Castro government. Crisis in Cuba The Cuban missile crisis was a 13-day standoff between the Soviet Union and Cuba on the one hand and the United States on the other. The crisis occurred in October 1962, at the height of the
Cold War. War. Weapons One year after the failed invasion of the Bay of Pigs, the Soviet Union sent troops and technicians to Cuba to bolster its new ally against further US military conspiracies. Then, in August 1962, the Cuban and Soviet governments secretly began building bases in
Cuba for a series of medium- and medium-range ballistic missiles that would have the potential to strike most of the continental United States. This followed the deployment of medium-range ballistic missiles by the United States in 1958 to Italy and Turkey in 1961, which meant that more
than 100 US missiles had the capability to strike Moscow with nuclear warheads. On October 14, 1962, a U-2 plane of the United States Air Force on a photo-reconnaissance mission captured photographic evidence of Soviet missile bases under construction in Cuba. Reconnaissance
Photos: U-2 reconnaissance photo of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba. The photo shows rocket transfers and tents for fuel and maintenance. U.S. Response The United States considered attacking Cuba by air and sea, but decided on a military blockade, calling it a quarantine rather than a
blockade for legal and other reasons. The US has announced that it will not allow the delivery of offensive weapons to Cuba, and has demanded that the Soviets dismantled missile bases already under construction or completed in Cuba, and remove all offensive weapons. The Kennedy
administration had only a slight hope that the Soviet Union would agree to their demands and instead expected a military confrontation. Cuba restriction: Kennedy signs a declaration allowing Cuba to be navally restricted. On the brink of nuclear war The ensuing crisis is generally seen as
the moment when the Cold War came closer to turning into a nuclear conflict. It also marks the first documented example of the threat of mutually assured destruction (MAD) being discussed as a determining factor in a major international arms agreement. As U.S. ships headed for Cuba,
the military was told to prepare for war, and Kennedy appeared on national television to declare his intention to defend the Western Hemisphere from Soviet aggression. Naval blockade: A U.S. Navy plane flying over a Soviet cargo ship during the Cuban crisis. The world held its breath
waiting for the Soviet response. Realizing how serious the United States was, Khrushchev sought a peaceful solution to the crisis, setting aside those who to his government, who urged a tougher stance. Behind the scenes, Robert Kennedy and Soviet Ambassador Anatoly Dobrinin worked
toward a compromise that would allow both superpowers to retreat without either side appearing to be intimidated on the other. On October 26th, Khrushchev agreed to remove the Russian missiles in exchange for Kennedy's promise not to invade Cuba. On October 27, Kennedy's
agreement was released, and the crisis It was not made public, but nonetheless part of the agreement was Kennedy's promise to remove American warheads from Turkey and Italy, which were as close to Soviet targets as cuban missiles had on American ones. The showdown between the
United States and the Soviet Union over Cuba's missiles had brought the world to the brink of a nuclear war. Both sides already had long-range bombers with nuclear weapons airborne or ready for launch and were only hours away from the first strike. As a result, a hotline was installed,
connecting Washington D.C. and Moscow to prevent future crises, and in 1963, Kennedy and Khrushchev signed the Limited Test Ban Treaty, banning nuclear weapons testing in earth's atmosphere. An additional result of this Kennedy-Khrushchev Pact that ended cuba's missile crisis was
that it effectively strengthened Castro's position by ensuring that the US would not invade Cuba. Moreover, because the withdrawal of the missiles in Italy and Turkey had not been made public at the time, Khrushchev appeared to have lost the conflict. The Vietnam War (1957-1975) took
place in South Vietnam and the bordering regions of Cambodia, Laos and North Vietnam. Interpret U.S. involvement in Vietnam in the context of the larger Cold War Key Takeaways Key Points The failure of the Bay of Pigs Invasion, the construction of the Berlin Wall, and the spread of
communism in Laos prompted President Kennedy to expand his containment policy and strengthen U.S. credibility in limiting the spread of communism. After declaring Laos as neutral, Kennedy focused on Vietnam to restore U.S. credibility, and began helping South Vietnam and their
president, Ngo Dinh Diem. Kennedy increased U.S. involvement in Vietnam between 1961 and 1963, funding the expansion of the South Vietnamese army under the Vietnam Military Assistance Command and Foreign Aid Act of 1962. In 1963, in contact with the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency, South Vietnamese generals overthrew and executed President Diem, causing significant instability in the south, and subsequent gains by the Viet Cong and Communist rebels. Key terms of the Foreign Aid Act of 1962: An act of the United States Congress that reorganized the
structure of existing U.S. international aid programs, separated the military from civilian aid, and created a new agency, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), to manage these civilian, financial assistance programs. Ngo Dinh Diem: The first president South
Vietnam (1955-1963). Military Assistance Command Vietnam: Unified command structure of the United States for all its forces in South Vietnam during the Vietnam War. The Vietnam War (1957-1975) took place in South Vietnam and the neighboring regions of Cambodia, Laos and North
Vietnam. American advisers came in the late 1950s to help Vietnam (RVN) in the South battle communist rebels from the North under Communist leader Ho Chi Minh, known as the Vietnam Cong. The U.S. framed the war as part of its policy to curb communism in South Asia; However, the
war was met with significant protests at home on American soil. A history of the War in South Vietnam, the anti-communist NGO Dean Diem had become prime minister in 1954, while Ho Chi Minh continued to rule the North. Realizing that Diem would never agree to the reunification of the
country under Ho Chi Minh's leadership, the North Vietnamese began efforts to overthrow the Government of the South by encouraging rebels to attack South Vietnamese officials. By 1960, North Vietnam had also created the National Liberation Front (NLF) to resist diem and carry out an
uprising in the South. The United States, fearing the spread of communism under Ho Chi Minh, backed Diem, assuming he would create a democratic, pro-Western government in South Vietnam. However, Diem's oppressive and corrupt government made him a very unpopular governor,
particularly with farmers, students, and Buddhists, and many in the south actively helped the NLF and North Vietnam in trying to overthrow his government. Growing participation and the politics of restraint When Kennedy took office, the Diem government was faltering. The Kennedy
administration remained essentially committed to Cold War foreign policy to the constraint exercised by the Truman and Eisenhower administrations. In 1961, Kennedy faced three events that made it seem as if the US was bending to communism: the failure of the Bay of Pigs invasion, the
construction of the Berlin Wall, and the communist political movement in Laos, called Pathet Lao, which received Soviet support in 1961. Eventually, Kennedy proposed a plan for a neutral Laos that the Soviet Union approved. After that agreement, Kennedy believed that another failure to
gain control and stop communist expansion would fatally damage the U.S. credibility with its allies and sovereignty as a global superpower. In March 1961, when Kennedy expressed a change in policy from supporting a free Laos to a neutral Laos, he implied Vietnam, not Laos, would be
considered America's tri-core for communist expansion in Southeast Asia. Kennedy was determined to draw a line in the sand and prevent a communist victory in Vietnam. In May 1961, Kennedy sent Lyndon B. Johnson to meet with South Vietnamese President Diem. Johnson assured
Diem that the they will provide more assistance that could be used to develop a fighting force that could resist the communists. Kennedy announced a policy change from supporting the partnership with Diem to defeating communism in South Vietnam. Troops under Kennedy Continuing the
policies of the Eisenhower administration, Kennedy provided Diem with money and military advisers to support his In May 1961, Kennedy sent 400 united states Army Special Forces personnel to South Vietnam to train South Vietnamese soldiers. By the end of 1961, American advisers in
Vietnam numbered 3,205. In February 1962, Kennedy created the Vietnam Military Assistance Command (MACV), and in August 1962, Kennedy signed the Foreign Aid Act of 1962, which provides for ... military assistance to countries... on the brink of the communist world and under direct
attack. By November 1963, there were over 16,000 U.S. troops in Vietnam, training members of that country's special forces and flying air missions that dumped defoliant chemicals into the countryside to expose North Vietnamese and NLF forces and supply routes. Kennedy's policy toward
South Vietnam was based on the assumption that South Vietnamese leader Diem and his forces must ultimately defeat The North Vietnamese troops on their own. He was against the deployment of American combat troops and noted that for the introduction of American forces in large
numbers there today, while it could have an initially favorable military effect, it would almost certainly lead to adverse political and, in the long run, adverse military consequences. The quality of the South Vietnamese army (ARVN), however, remained weak. Diem's assassination A few
weeks before Kennedy's death, Diem and his brother, Nhu, were killed by South Vietnamese military officers after U.S. officials had declared their support for a new regime. After Diem's assassination, South Vietnam entered a period of extreme political instability, as one military
government overthrew another in quick succession. Increasingly, each new regime was seen as a puppet of the Americans. The Viet Cong and the communist uprisings in South Vietnam exploited this instability and increased their power. Up to this point, U.S. military advisers were
embedded at all levels of the South Vietnamese armed forces. General Paul Harkins, the commander of US forces in South Vietnam, confidently predicted victory against the rebels by Christmas 1963. The CIA was less optimistic, however, warning that the Vietcong generally retain de facto
control of much of the countryside, and have steadily increased the overall intensity of the effort. President of South Vietnam: President Ngo Dinh Diem of South Vietnam. Kennedy's assassination At the time of Kennedy's death, no firm political decision had been made regarding Vietnam.
U.S. involvement in the region escalated until Lyndon B. Johnson regular U.S. military forces to fight the Vietnam War. After Kennedy's assassination, President Johnson passed a memorandum that overturned Kennedy's decision to withdraw 1,000 troops, and instead reaffirmed his policy
of aid to South Vietnam. Significant U.S. military involvement began in 1964, when Congress provided Johnson with general approval for the presidential use of force in the Gulf of Tonkin resolution. South Vietnamese troops: Operations against the communist Viet Cong in Vietnam.
President John F. Kennedy was assassinated by Lee Harvey Oswald in November 1963 while traveling in a presidential motorcade in Dallas. Consider the assassination of President Kennedy Key Takeaways Key Points In an act that shocked the nation, President Kennedy was fatally shot
on November 22, 1963, while rallying supporters in Dallas, Texas. Within hours of the murder, Lee Harvey Oswald was arrested by Dallas police and charged with the murder later that night. Oswald's murder trial never happened, as he was shot and killed by Dallas nightclub owner Jack
Ruby while being transferred to the Dallas County Jail. The Warren Commission, created by Lyndon B. Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy as president, investigated the assassination and concluded that Oswald and Ruby had both acted alone in their separate murders. Key terms Lee
Harvey Oswald: The man accused of the murder of John F. Kennedy, the 35th President of the United States, in Dallas, Texas, on November 22, 1963. Jack Ruby: A nightclub owner convicted of the November 24, 1963 murder of Lee Harvey Oswald, the accused killer of President John F.
Kennedy. Warren Commission: Founded on November 29, 1963, by Lyndon B. Johnson to investigate the assassination of United States President John F. Kennedy. John F. Kennedy was murdered at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, November 22, 1963, at Dealey Plaza in Dallas, Texas. He was
fatally shot while traveling with his wife Jacqueline, Texas Governor John Connally, and connally governor's wife, Nellie, in a presidential motorcade. Route to Dealey Plaza Although his stance on civil rights had won him support in the African American community, and his steely
performance during the Cuban missile crisis had driven his overall popularity into the wave, Kennedy realized he needed to solidify his base in the South to secure his re-election. On November 21, 1963, he accompanied Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson to Texas to rally his supporters.
President Kennedy's motorcade ride through Dallas on November 22 was scheduled to give him maximum exposure to dallas crowds before arriving for a lunch with political and business leaders in the city. The actual route through Dallas was chosen to be a meandering ten miles, which
could be driven slowly at the set time. The planned it was widely reported in the Dallas Papers several days before the event for the benefit of people who wished to see the motorcade. About 11:40 a.m., the presidential motorcade left for the trip through Dallas. By the time the motorcade
reached Dealey Plaza, Kennedy was only five minutes away from the scheduled destination. 12:30 p.m. m., as Kennedy's uncovered limousine entered Dealey Plaza, a reported Shots were fired at Kennedy. Seriously injured, Kennedy was rushed to Parkland Hospital. At 1:00 p.m.,
President Kennedy was declared dead. Vice President Johnson (who drove two cars behind Kennedy in the motorcade through Dallas and was not injured) became President of the United States after Kennedy's death. At 2:38 p.m.m., Johnson was sworn in a flight on Air Force One shortly
before departing. Lee Harvey Oswald The shootings that killed Kennedy seem to come from the higher stories of the Texas School Book Repository; Later that day, Lee Harvey Oswald, a repository clerk and trained sniper, was arrested. He was charged later that night with the murders of
President Kennedy and Dallas police officer J.D. Tipit. Oswald denied shooting anyone, and claimed he was under threat because he had lived in the Soviet Union. Oswald's case never went to trial because he was shot and killed by Dallas nightclub owner Jack Ruby two days later, while
Oswald was escorted in a car for transportation from Dallas Police Headquarters to the Dallas County Jail. Arrested immediately after the shooting, Ruby later said he had been upset about the Kennedy assassination and tried to avenge the president's death. Kennedy's funeral The news
shocked the nation. Men and women cried openly. People gathered in department stores to watch the tv coverage, while others prayed. Traffic in some areas stopped as the news spread from car to car. Schools across the U.S. fired their students early. The state funeral took place in
Washington, D.C. during the three days following the killing. President Kennedy's body was transported back to Washington, D.C. and placed in the East Room of the White House for 24 hours. The Sunday after the murder, his coffin was carried on a horse that caisson to the U.S. Capitol to
be in the state. Throughout the day and night, hundreds of thousands of people lined up to see the guarded coffin. Representatives from over 90 countries attended the state funeral on Monday, November 25. After Mass Rekviem at St. Matthew's Cathedral, the late president was laid to rest
at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia. JFK funeral: An honor guard folds the United States flag at Arlington National Cemetery in preparation for the presentation of the flag to Jacqueline Kennedy on November 25, 1963. Investigations and conspiracies President Johnson created the
Warren Commission to investigate the murder, which concluded that Oswald was the only killer. The 10-month investigation by the Warren Commission concluded that the president was murdered by Lee Harvey Oswald acting alone, and that Jack Ruby acted alone when he killed Oswald
before he could stand trial. These conclusions were initially supported by the American public; however, the polls conducted since 1966 1966 In 2004 it found that as many as 80% of Americans suspected there was a plot or cover-up. The murder remains the subject of widespread debate
and has sparked numerous conspiracy theories and alternative scenarios. Scenarios.
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