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Nelson mandela books

This article is about Nelson Mandela's autobiography. For other uses, see Long walk to Freedom (disambifation). Long Walk to Freedom First editionAuthorElson MandelaCover artistAllan TannenbaumCountrySouth AfricaLanguageEnglishSubjectAutobiographyGenreNon-fictionPublisherLittle,
BrownPublication date1994Media typePrint (hardback and paperback)Pages630 ppISBN0-316-87496-5OCLC39296287 Long Walk to Freedom is an autobiography written by South African President Nelson Mandela, first published in 1994 by Little Brown &amp; Co.[1] The book presents his early life,
adulthood, education and 27 years in prison. Under the apartheid government, Mandela was considered a terrorist and imprisoned on notorious Robben Island for his role as leader of the then outlawed African National Congress (ANC). He later achieved international recognition for his leadership as
president in rebuilding the country's once-racist society. [2] The last chapters of the book describe his political ascent, and his belief that the struggle still continued against apartheid in South Africa. Mandela dedicated his book to my six children, Madiba and Mamaziwe (my first daughter) who are now
dead, and to Makgatho, Makaziwe, Zenani and Zindzi, whose support and love I appreciate. to my twenty-one grandchildren and my three great-grandchildren who give me great pleasure. and to all my comrades, friends and fellow South Africans whom I serve and whose courage, determination and
patriotism remain my source of inspiration. Overview In the first part of the autobiography, Mandela describes his upbringing as a child and teenager in South Africa, and being associated with the Royal Themvu dynasty. His childhood name was Rolihlahla, which translates loosely as pulling the branch of
a tree, or euphemism for the troublemaker. Mandela describes his education at a Themvu college called Clarkebury, and later at the strict Healdtown school, where students were strictly put into routines. He mentions his education at the University of Fort Hare, and the practice of law later. Then he also
writes; Democracy meant that all men were heard, and the decision was made together as a people. The majority rule was a foreign concept. A minority was not going to clash with the majority. (p. 29) In the second part of the book, Mandela introduces political and social aspects of apartheid in South
Africa, as well as the influences of politicians such as Daniel François Malan who implemented the nadir of African freedoms as he officially launched apartheid policies. Mandela joined the African National Congress in 1950 and describes the for guerrilla tactics and underground anti-apartheid



organisations. In 1961, Mandela was convicted of inciting people to strike and leave the country without a passport and sentenced to five years in prison. However, Mandela a short time later life imprisonment for sabotage in what was known as the Rivonia Trial, by Judge Dr. Quartus de Wet, instead of a
possible death sentence. (p. 159) Nelson Mandela's prison cell on Robben Island Mandela describes the jail time on Robben Island and Calpesmoor Prison. His 28-year stint in prison was marked by the cruelty of Afrikaner's guards, the work he gave up and sleeping in tiny cells that were almost
uninhabitable. Unlike anthony sampson's biographer, Mandela does not accuse prison guard James Gregory of crafting a friendship with his prisoner. Gregory's book Goodbye Bafana discussed Mandela's family life and described Gregory as a close personal friend of Mandela's. According to Mandela:
The En authorized biography, Gregory's position was to censor the letters delivered to the future president, and so he discovered the details of Mandela's personal life, from which he then made money through his book Goodbye Bafana. Mandela thought about suing Gregory for this breach of trust. [3] In
Gregory's Long Walk to Freedom remarks only that I didn't know him terribly well, but he knew us because he was responsible for reviewing our incoming and outgoing mail. [4] Later in his sentence, Mandela met the South African president, Frederik Willem de Klerk, and was released from prison in 1990.
Unlike his friend Anthony Sampson's account, Mandela's book does not discuss de Klerk's alleged complicity in the violence of the 1980s and 90s, or the role of his ex-wife Winnie Mandela in this bloodshed. Mandela became president of South Africa in 1994. Reception The book won the Alan Paton
Award in 1995, and has been published in several languages, including an Afrikaans translation by Antjie Krog. Film adaptation Long Walk to Freedom has been adapted into a film titled Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom directed by Justin Chadwick, written by William Nicholson, and produced by Anant
Singh. Mandela personally awarded the book's film rights to Singh's company a few years before 2009. Singh believes that as the film is based on Mandela's writing, it will be his definitive résumé. [5] English actor Idris Elba portrays Mandela in the film. [6] The film was released on November 29, 2013 in
the United States. The full release was made on Christmas Day 2013 in the United States. [7] When the film was screened in London for Prince William and his wife, Nelson Mandela's death was announced. Ghost writer and second memoir In an obituary by Mandela, the Times of London reported that
the last Long Walk to Freedom had been imagined by a skilful American journalist, and that Mandela had later begun working on a second set of memoirs without a ghost writer. [8] In 2017, a subsequent memoir was published, written by Mandla Langa from Mandela's handwritten notes and unfinished
drawing, along with archival material and a foreword by Graça Machel: titled Don't Dare To Delay: The Presidential Years, this volume took its title from the final sentence of Long Walk to Freedom: But I can only rest for a moment, for freedom comes responsibilities, and I dare not delay, for my long walk
is not over. [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] References ^ Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela. Franklin Record (first million). Little one, Brown. 7 February 1994. ISBN 978-0316545853. OCLC 31530423. Retrieved January 21, 2017. ^ Spencer, Claire. The pitfalls of naming places after
famous people. BBC News. 29 July 2011. ^ Mandela: The Authorized Biography, p. 217. ^ Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom, p. 614. ^ Staff (March 13, 2009). Mandela's autobiography Long Walk to Freedom will be adapted into the film. Xinhua News Agency. Archived from the original on March
16, 2009. Retrieved March 13, 2009. ^ Jefferson, Lucette (February 22, 2012). Confirmed! Idris Elba will play Nelson Mandela in Biopic. Huffington Post. Retrieved February 23, 2012. ^ Nelson Mandela and Sahs Cooper spent Christmas in prison together. UPI.com December 12, 2014. Retrieved
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you've chosen to understand Nelson Mandela and South Africa: you've ended up having a professional interest in South Africa as a writer and journalist for more than 20 years. Can you tell us more about Is that what happened? I've been a journalist for 30 years. I was mostly a foreign correspondent. I
am based in half a dozen places and I think I have worked as a journalist in about 50 countries. It's South Africa that left by far the deepest imprint on me. I was there at an extraordinary time during the transition from apartheid to democracy. I arrived in 1989 as a correspondent for The Independent
newspaper in London, which meant I caught the last year of full, hard apartheid. Then, after that, there was Mandela's liberation and the very painful birth pains of the new nation that led to the 1994 elections. It was a time of immense drama and constant doubt about whether the country was going to
continue the war or peace. You had this extraordinary character of Nelson Mandela in the spotlight, and as a journalist I had the privilege of watching him from the front row seats and sometimes talking to him one by one. There was an element of happy ending, which is so unusual in life in general and
especially for a journalist covering a particular story as a correspondent. I've had many adventures in many different parts of the world and I've been touched by many people and places, but none like South Africa. How well did you meet Nelson Mandela? What was it like? I consider it one of the great
privileges of my life to know Mandela, as well as a journalist who could reasonably hope. I interviewed him one-on-one maybe half a dozen times and other than that I had a lot of small conversations in and around public events and was at dinners with him. He stands above every other political person I've
met from some distance. It is strange that every person I know who has spent time in Mandela's presence shares my sense of admiration, bordering on awe, for him. Has the post-apartheid era failed to deliver for most South Africans or is there a tendency to focus too much on the failures of african
national congressional power? The simple fact that you don't really hear about South Africa in international news gives you an indication that things are going pretty well. Had it not been for the 2010 Football World Cup, South Africa would have almost disappeared entirely from the international news map.
When I lived in South Africa in the early 1990s, the possibility of a racial bloodbath was very much on the cards. The fact is, we haven't come very close to it. South Africa today remains an impressive democracy with free and fair elections, changes of leaders, a functioning judiciary and an extremely,
almost outrageously, honest free press. These are the big picture things that are great. Have things like corruption, crime and inefficiency, but I choose to see the glass half full. Others choose to see it half empty. Empty. The first book you propose to understand Nelson Mandela and South Africa is The
Washing of spears, a historical account of the rise and fall of the Zulu nation. Can you tell us more about this? This book has really stayed with me, and one thing I like about it is that there is a constant undercurrent of deep respect, if not admiration, for the Zulu nation. The narrative has something of a
crackle good thread about it, while at the same time being extremely meticulously researched and scientifically at its core, but there is a lightness of touch in tone and there are occasional wr asides. You put it all together and they end up in a very satisfying and rich cocktail. Can you tell us a little more
about the history of the Zulu nation? Before the arrival of the Europeans, the Zulu people were imposed as the dominant tribe in South Africa through being extremely ruthless and disciplined in war. They were the Romans of South Africa. It was an environment of extraordinary cruelty and barbarity, and
there was too much magic. In the first part of the book this pre-colonial Zulu world is created. When reading it you have a more intense understanding as to why the Zulus have been so attracted to the work of Shakespeare Macbeth. You have the elements of betrayal, magic, bloodthirstyness, intrigue and
at the same time powerful ritual, kings and hierarchies. This Macbeth-style world conveys something of what the Zulu nation was like before the arrival of the Europeans. This is richly conveyed, and often painfully, in the book. Take the weekly newsletter Five Books Then there is the real drama, which is
the arrival of European settlers and the inevitable conflict between the two. It is richly said informally, but there is also an awful lot of historical material that the author draws from. The whole thing reaches its climax with the Anglo-Zulu War in 1879. The first great battle between the British Redcoats and the
Zulu impis, or battalions, was a horrible defeat for the British in Isandhlwana. It was one of the few times in the 19th century that British imperial forces were crushed. Soon after was the famous Battle of Rorke's Drift, captured in the film Zulu starring Michael Caine. In the end, the Zulu nation is defeated by
the British in the Battle of Uludi and after that begins a period of relative disgrace. The Zulus are still the largest ethnic group in South Africa, aren't they? They are, but only marginally larger than Mandela's team, Xhosa. The Zulus are certainly the mythical group, the mythical tribe of South Africa and are
regarded as such by everyone else. It's definitely perceived as the warriors. King Saka, the founder of Zulus, it's the Achilles-type Homeric figure that echo in history. Since the mid-1970s, Zulu Zulus have been politically from the Inkatha Freedom Party led by Mangsuthu Buthenezi, which in the 1980s and
early 1990s aligned to some extent with the apartheid government against the ANC. How powerful is a political force now? You raised an issue that moves me and moves me deeply. If there's one thing I wrote about with more passion than probably any other when I was in South Africa it was Inkatha.
Inkatha was a conservative, right-wing Zulu political organisation and – in one of the most shocking things I have seen on my travels anywhere – aligned with the reaction forces in South Africa. They were basically fighting and killing to stop the transition to democracy and yet it was black. He's almost
begging for faith. I consider the leader of Incath, Mangosuthu Buthelezi, to be a monster. But we should keep in mind that they did not represent the entire Zulu nation - one cannot be so lacking in relation to imagining that they were all mindless monoliths. In fact, half of Zulus supported Mandela's ANC,
and what you would get in those days were the rural Zulus flanked by inkatha and urban Zulus who tend to support the ANC. Increasingly, the sense of Zulus being a separate people to them has dissipated over time. Zulu's sense of pride still exists, but one of the great things about the ANC is how we've
managed to merge and mix all the tribes and tribes there. The former president, Jacob Zuma, is Zulu. But he's surrounded by people from all the other races. The reactionary Inkatha group quickly disappears from the scene. Read your second book on understanding Nelson Mandela and South Africa's
Move Your Shadow, by Pulitzer Prize-winning author and New York Times journalist Joseph Levelveld. One critic in 1985 said this book provides the kind of authentic evidence of the trials of black life that few white South Africans discover. Do you agree with that? This is certainly an important point to
make. I think your shadow move was actually the first book about South Africa I've ever read. I moved to the country in 1989 as a correspondent from Central America, where I had spent the previous six years. I knew very little about South Africa. It wasn't a place I had any previous interest in, but the
foreign editor of The Independent, with his wisdom, decided to go there. Everyone told me that Move Your Shadow was the current book I had to read. So I read it, and it left me a lasting impression. Five interview books are expensive to produce. If you are enjoying this interview, please donating a small
amount. To get to what you said about this review, what Levelveld did that was most impressive is that he really immersed himself in black culture and black society. He went and spent time living in huts of people in the countryside or in Settlements. I would travel huge distances across the country by bus
- in fact, I think it was illegal for white people to travel on these buses. There's this line from King Lear - expose yourself to feel what wretches feel - and that's what Levelveld did, with extraordinary integrity and courage. It really conveyed the disgrace of life for black people under apartheid, but at the same
time it saved from this enormous courage and nobility, and indeed the good humour that people maintained, despite the fact that they were subjected to what Mandela called the moral genocide of apartheid. As you say, the book tells of the difficulties of the black majority under apartheid. But it also shows
how these difficulties were the consequence of meticulous planning by the government. yes, I know. It does a good job of transferring the bureaucratic meticulousness and general madness of the entire exercise of apartheid. It kind of reminded me of what the Nazis did. The Nazis had a highly effective
bureaucracy that organized the entire Final Solution to the so-called Jewish problem. It was a similar bureaucratic mindset and insanity that led to the great idea of apartheid segregation, and that's what Levelveld looks at in his book. In particular, it examines the appalling phenomenon of forced removals,
where it was decided by bureaucrats that, for example, 5,000 people living in an area of Johannesburg, where they had lived for the past 50 years, had to return to their ancestral lands. So, in the middle of the night, a bunch of cops come in trucks and tear down their houses, tell them to pick up as many
items as they can, put them in trucks, drive them through the night for seven hours, throw them in the middle of the veldt somewhere and say, ok, this is now your home. And that was happening systematically. As I said, there was something of the spirit of the Nazi Final Solution about it, although
apparently with nothing it looks like the same degree of terror or extermination. Levelveld also gets into the madness behind apartheid, especially the biblical justification that deeply Christian apartheid teachers tried to find in what they were doing. They will look at the Old Testament and find that – as they
saw it – there were in fact separate skies for blacks and whites. So if there were separate skies, according to a specific reading of the Old Testament, therefore it was perfectly reasonable, indeed it was their moral duty, to have separation on earth too. So in Move Your Shadow you get both a sense of the
macro-madness of apartheid with a deeply close view of what it was like to live as a black person under apartheid. I think i guess nothing like this has been written Or ever since. Read your third book on understanding Nelson Mandela and South Africa's Age of Iron, a novel. Please tell us. Our. The author
is JM Coetzee, the Nobel Prize-winning author and, in my view, one of the top five living writers in the English language. Age of Iron is quite a short book – you could probably read it in a few hours. It was set in the mid-1980s in South Africa, a time of huge political fermentation. Mandela was imprisoned in
1964 and what followed for the next 10 years was a serious silence of black resignation. In 1976 the first simmers of the uprising occurred and since the mid-1980s you have had clashes every day in almost every municipality across the country. You had the black political movement in full state of rebellion.
In this context, the novel is defined. But Coetzee doesn't come out and give you vivid descriptions, it's never overtly political, he's much more interested in transmitting a moral atmosphere. It tells the story through the first-person voice of an older woman, Mrs. Kerren, who is dying of cancer. The disease
gives her this most intense focus on life and feels with extremeness and horror the age in which she lives. He feels the horrors of apartheid and conveys a huge sense of shame and shame, and that's what Coetzee is talking about. There are many strong lines and strong observations, but it does so in this
extremely cheerful, lean Coetzee style. There is no fat in coetzee books whatsoever - you just have this feeling that there is bone all the way through. There is a certain line when it reflects and says: Times require heroism; Being good isn't enough. She regrets that being a good person at the time in South
Africa is not enough. The attitude towards these young blacks who, off stage, give up their lives and show extraordinary courage, combines on the one hand a very Coetzee sense of the vanity and complexity of life, but at the same time behind it is a real admiration. It's very, very layered. But what really
shines through is a sense of disgust with the people who have invented this apartheid system, which carries as a kind of disease, an infection. Indeed, women's cancer is itself a metaphor for this disease of apartheid. Do you have any thoughts about Koeji himself? He has a reputation for being intense
enough and humorless. It's funny you say that. My sense of him is for a person who makes no effort to like him. Most of us, in a cowardly and unruly way, aspire to be liked. He doesn't give a about that. There's something grim and thankless about him. I've met a lot of people who know him, and he's
certainly not Mr. Personality. That's the only thing selected. Is the literary scene thriving in South Africa after apartheid? I'm told there are some interesting young black writers emerging who say the of their lives, the stories previously told by white people. Returning to Joseph Lelyved's Move Your Shadow,
the thing about him was that he really got under the skin of black life in South Africa. What I'm hearing is that more and more stories are now being told by articulate, eloquent young black South Africans themselves. But I wonder if perhaps the golden age of South African writing could be on hold right now.
With writers like Coetzee and perhaps Nadine Gordimer and André Brink, those who have really had an international impact, I wonder if you had to have this atmosphere of conflict to create the powerful drama that makes for a successful novel globally. Now there's nothing like this powerful moral battle
going on in South Africa anymore. It's no longer a parable about the fight between good and evil. He doesn't have that moral strength. My suspicion would be that we would go through a fallow period before we go back to the greats, the Koeze and the Gordimers and so on. Read When it comes to the
book you've chosen for Nelson Mandela, why have you chosen Anthony Sampson's biography of Mandela rather than Mandela's autobiography, Long Walk to Freedom? I was very divided, and I feel very guilty and even betrayed to Mandela for not choosing his autobiography. I guess if I have to go to a
desert island and take a Mandela book with me I think it would be an Anthony Sampson's. It covers all the same chronological and biographical ground as Mandela's autobiography, but what it does is add to Anthony Sampson's eye. He knew Mandela very well when he was young during the 1950s and
remained good friends until anthony sampson's death four or five years ago. So he has the credibility of Mandela's knowledge, and any biographer could be expected to meet him. But, at the same time, he was able to reflect on Mandela. And the thing about Mandela is that he's not a man to think about
himself. Mandela is an actor on stage. He's a performer. He's a man of action. He's not someone who stops and reflects - at least he's not someone who's going to reflect publicly on a book. And so, in order to analyze and draw reference from Mandela, to stand back and think about him, I think you have
more guidance, very valid guidance, than anthony sampson's book. What kind of picture does Nelson Mandela's book paint? At least a third of the book, if not more, takes place during Mandela's 27 years in prison. Mandela in his autobiography will tell you about the encounters and conflicts he had with
the guards of the And with other prisoners, but what Samson's doing is putting it in the context of his life. It explains the very important extent to which prison was a laboratory or school for Mandela, in which he was quite consciously prepared for what he he knew it would be the day he would have to sit
down and negotiate the transition to democracy and try to persuade the white government to cede power rather than do so with the power of arms. This was the realization that arrived in prison, and in his relationships with his prison guards and prison chiefs he was constantly learning and notes on all
aspects of Afrikaner's personality. He found out about their story. Read their books. learned their language. He was prepared in prison for the great political game that passed us by. Samson explains it very well. On another level, what Samson's book does is demystify Mandela. He talks about his personal
life and his first wife, which he left for Winnie Mandela. He talks about his extraordinary passion for Winnie Mandela and his evolving, repulsive frustration, as he realized that Winnie had been truly devastated over the years by, no doubt, the very unpleasant experiences she had endured at the hands of
the security forces. He considers Mandela's pain there. He also talks about his alienation from his family, which he resented on many occasions for devoting so much of his life to the nation - to the nation's children - and not so much taking care of his biological children. He's looking at this in a way that
Mandela is simply incapable of doing. There's a long line about Mandela that Sampson mentions in the book: He combines an extreme heartfelt with an impenetrable stock. I think he captures Mandela very well and tells you why he would have a problem in an autobiography of him going beyond a certain
narrative surface of the story. There are two things that really make Mandela look at him from the outside. First is his extraordinary self-control, and the other is his ability to forgive his political enemies. He is known to have flashes of anger, certainly at an ANC leadership meeting. There were certainly
moments in press conferences when, if a reporter were to ask a question that betrayed a certain nonsense or lack of information, he would snap them in. He didn't suffer fools gladly. The issue of forgiveness is very important. Sampson addresses this in his book and I myself have written a lot about it.
Essentially, what Sampson does is offer a corrective to the idea that Mandela offers only forgiveness for the sake of forgiveness, and is driven above all by a Gandhi-esque or Christ-like moral vision of life. The issue with Mandela that is absolutely crucial to understand is this: he is above all a political
leader. He is a political leader with a very clear sense of his goal. In prison, he realized that the power of guns, that revenge, that by throwing white at sea, was not going to be the way he was going to achieve his life goal of installing installation stability and peace in South Africa. Therefore, what I am
saying, and Sampson says this as well, is that forgiveness became in Mandela's hands a political tool. It was a key instrument for achieving a political objective. Fortunately, of course, forgiveness was something that was wonderfully distributed by its own nature. He's a person who's generous by nature.
But let's not forget that he was the man who founded the armed wing of the ANC in 1961, and if Mandela had come out of prison and felt that the most effective and quick way to achieve the liberation of his people was through the power of arms and revenge, he would have gone for it. But he had it very
clear in his mind that forgiveness was the tool to achieve his goals. Read Let's move on to post-apartheid South Africa now and in your latest book, After Mandela, which is written by journalist Alec Russell. Why did you choose it? The 1980s and until the 1994 elections were in a sense the heroic era, and
one that will most likely echo in South African history. Many books have been written for that period. Fewer books have been written in the post-apartheid period. It's a period that's much more morally complicated. Before, it was literally black and white. It was the great parable of humanity - no one had any
doubt about who was good and who was bad and who we should all support. Now everything has become darker and more complex, but at the same time no less exciting. As Alec Russell writes from the beginning, Mandela would always be a hell of an act to follow. And, unfortunately, the person who
took over from Mandela as president [in 1999], Thabo Mbeki, failed quite abyssly. It was not Mandela's first choice, which in turn imbued Mbeki with a certain measure of dissatisfaction with Mandela. Becky was, in many ways, Mandela's polar opposite. Mandela is a big, generous man, confident in his
authority, in one with himself, comfortable in his own skin. Becky's the opposite of all this. Many of the divisions he cultivated in society once he became president were largely a response to this anti-Mandela personality of Mbeki. Alec Russell describes that post-Mandela period of frustration with rich
anecdote, with very intelligent and consistently measured analysis. Russell writes in a very legible, easy style. It's the opposite of pretentious. It's lucid and really gives you a sense of the post-Mandela period under Mbeki before moving on to his successor Jacob Zuma, and how corruption has infiltrated,
and the concern that the ANC will forget its moral roots. He's dealing with the issue of the ANC's Zanufication, isn't he - the that it could come to resemble the decision of Robert Mugabe Zanu-PF in neighboring Zimbabwe? The concern is that they are going to become a party that just wants to stay in
power for the sake of power. And this. This. in fact it was my concern pretty much from the moment they came to power. But, in terms of drawing an analogy with Zanu-PF, Alec Russell says in the book pretty much what I think: That to make an analogy between South Africa and Zimbabwe is both
simplistic and offensive. There is a huge difference between Zimbabwe and South Africa as societies and as political actors. Of course, at this stage, to imagine and say that South Africa will go far from Zimbabwe's path is a long way from the goal. Who knows what could happen in 50 years, but the fact
is that today South Africa is a country with strong institutions, a very strong judiciary and a fundamental respect for the rule of law. There is also a very honest free press and there are strong unions. Civil society is strong and carries with it a very fresh and vivid memory of what the ANC fought for. I think
one of the most encouraging things that Alec Russell describes in the book is the ANC meeting at which Thabo Mbeki was ousted. And as Russell describes it, a very big part of the impetus behind the move to oust him was that South Africa should not become like Zimbabwe. No Zimbabwean here was
one of the slogans in the room. They did not want to repeat what had happened in Zimbabwe, a leader to consolidate himself in power forever. This democratic impulse remains strong in South Africa. So, as you said earlier, the glass is half full in South Africa, not half empty. I definitely think that. As I said
before, South Africa is not in the news. It is not a country where you see the slightest glimmer of a concept of political conflict, civil war. And having lived in South Africa in the early 1990s, having seen what the potential was for a terrible bloodbath, it never ceases to amaze me that South Africa today
remains a stable and stable democracy. Republic.
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