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How to come up with a research question psychology

What is it that researchers do? They ask and answer questions. The first step toward answering a question is devising an appropriate test (the method). The second part is to disclose the results of the test - this is the task of the research report and poster presentation. But before you can design a test or write a paper, you have to have something you want to
do research - you have to devise a research question. Types of questions (from Trochim, Research Methods Knowledge Base, Type of FAQ) There are three basic types of questions that can address research projects: 1. Descriptively.When a study is primarily designed to describe what is going on or what exists. Public opinion polls that only seek to
describe the proportion of people who hold multiple opinions are primarily descriptive in nature. For example, if we want to know what percentage of the population would vote for a Democratic or a Republican in the next presidential election, we're simply interested in describing something. 2. Relationships.When a study is designed to look at the relationships
between two or more variables. A public opinion poll comparing what proportion of men and women says they will vote for a Democratic or a Republican candidate in the next presidential election is essentially studying the relationship between gender and voting preference. 3. Causal.When a study is designed to determine whether one or more variables (eg.
a program or treatment variable) causes or affects one or more outcome variables. If we did a public opinion poll to try to establish whether a recent political ad campaign changed voter preferences, we would essentially study whether the campaign (cause) changed the proportion of voters who would vote Democratic or Republican (effect). The three
question types can be considered cumulative. That is, a relationship study assumes that you can first describe (by measuring or observing each of the variables you are trying to relate. And, a causal study assumes that you can describe both the cause and effect variables and that you can show that they are related to each other. Causal studies are probably
the most demanding of the three. A process for formulating questions A good research question (RQ) is specific enough to be answered, broad enough to be discussed, and significant enough to be of interest to the field. It's not as hard to create as it sounds! Here are some tips to help you formulate an RQ that is both personally meaningful and researching.
A successful RQ has two main parts, a topic and something that's asked about that topic. The topic comes from your interests as a researcher/thinker (taking into account eventually being given to the current interests of your field). The what the topic also comes from your interests, but is formulated using the wh-question words: who, what, why, when,
where, where, how many / often/many. Often, those two steps don't result in a good RQ - remember, that a successful RQ is one that is culpable and researching. So, after determining the topic and an idea of what about the topic, do the following: define the nouns and verbs that the reader cannot be accepted to know and operationalize the adjectives,
advertisencies, properties, or relationships (properties are pieces of language that describe something). Operationalizing a term means defining it so that it can be measured; this often means matching behavior to ideas/concepts. Now, after this, you should be able to put together a research question that is both interesting and researching. You may still
have to narrow it down, but you have a great place to start. Example topic: eating disorders What about the topic: What causes eating disorders?     * Define- eating disorders (anorexia nervosa/anorexia bulimia, DSM classification) * Operationalized- causes... (can I say causes?  Is it a cause-and-effect relationship?  Perhaps influences are better) Research
question: What factors affect eating disorders? Can RQ be narrowed down? (fairly broad topic, maybe narrow to a specific point like starting an eating disorder or treatment?) Revised Research Question: What factors affect the beginning or development of eating disorders? Experiment with the wh questions: Why do eating disorders occur? How many types
of eating disorders are there? Who gets eating disorders? Where do dining orders mostly occur (geographical distribution/epidemiological study)? What treatments are available for eating disorders? When does eating disorder begin? Note: Binary questions - those starting with doing - aren't often good research questions because they just require a yes/no
answer: Do men get eating disorders?.  Once you've answered that question - what's yes and you'll discover that within 3 minutes of starting a literature search - what are you going to do? You may have such a question in your head because you don't know the answer, but once the basic question is answered you have to form more questions, ex: How
eating disorders are different for men?.  True subsistence questions only work for a topic that has truly never been researched before or when the existence of a thing is predicted, but not proven (for example, the Higgs-Bosun particles in physics). Topic: What about the topic: *Define * Operationalise research question: Can research question be narrowed:
Revised Research Question: Experiment with wh questions: ENDING In order to continue enjoying our website, we ask that you confirm your identity as a human being. Thank you so much for your cooperation. What is a research question? A research question is the question you centre your research on. It should be: clear: it provides enough details that
audience can easily understand its purpose without needing additional explanation. focused: it is narrow enough that it can be thoroughly answered in the space that allows the writing task. Concise: this is expressed in the least possible words. Complex: it is not accountable with a simple yes or no, but instead requires synthesis and analysis of ideas and
sources before compiling an answer. arguable: his potential answers are open to debate rather than accepted facts. You have to ask a question about an issue that you are truly curious and/or passionate about. The question you are asking should be developed for the discipline you are studying. A question suitable for Biology, for example, is different from
an appropriate one in Political Science or Sociology. If you are developing your question for a course other than first-year composition, you might want to discuss your ideas for a research question with your professor. Why is a research question essential to the research process? Research questions help authors focus their research by providing a path
through the research and writing process. The specificity of a well-developed research question helps authors avoid the all-over paper and work to support a specific, likely thesis. Steps to develop a research question: Choose an interesting general topic. Most professional researchers focus on topics they are truly interested in studying. Writers need to
choose a broad topic they truly want to know more about. An example of a general topic could be Slavery in the American South or Films of the 1930s. Do some preliminary research on your general topic. Do some quick searches in current magazines and journals on your topic to see what's already been done and to help you narrow down your focus. What
issues are scholars and researchers discussing, when it comes to your topic? What questions occur to you as you read these articles? Consider your audience. For most college papers, your audience will be academic, but always keep your audience in mind when narrowing down your topic and developing your question. Would that particular audience be
interested in the question you're developing? Start asking questions. Considering all of the above, start asking yourself open how and why questions about your general topic. For example, why were slave narrative effective tools to work on abolishing slavery? or How did the films of the 1930s reflect or respond to the conditions of the Great Depression?
Evaluate your question. After you ask whether even a few questions have placed on paper, evaluate these questions to determine if they will be effective research questions and whether they need more review and refinement. Is your research question clear? With so much research available Any given topic, research questions should be as clear as
possible to be effective in helping the author direct his or her research. Is your research question focused? Research questions should be specific enough to be well covered in the available space. Is your research question complex? Research questions should not be accountable with a simple yes or no or through easily found facts. Rather, they should
require both research and analysis on the part of the author. They often start with How or Why. Start your research. After coming up with a question, think about the possible pathways your research can take. What resources should you consult if you are seeking answers to your question? What research process will ensure that you find a variety of
perspectives and answers to your question? Sample research questions Unclear: How should social networking sites address the damage they cause? Clear: What action should social networking sites like MySpace and Facebook take to protect users' personal information and privacy? The unclear version of this question does not specify which social
networking sites or suggest what kind of damage the sites can cause. It also assumes that this damage is proven and/or accepted. The clearer version specifies websites (MySpace and Facebook), the type of potential harm (privacy issues), and what that damage (users) may experience. A strong research question should never leave room for ambiguity or
interpretation. Unfocused: What is the effect on the environment of global warming? Focused: What is the main effect of glacial melting on the lives of penguins in Antarctica? The unfocused research question is so broad that it couldn't be adequately answered in a book-length piece, let alone a standard college-level paper. The focused version narrows to a
specific effect of global warming (glacial melting), a specific location (Antarctica), and a specific animal affected (penguins). It also requires the author to take a stand on what effect the greatest impact on the affected animal has. When in doubt, make a research question as narrow and focused as possible. Too simple: How do doctors address diabetes in the
U.S.? Appropriately complex: What main environmental, behavioral and genetic factors predict whether Americans will develop diabetes, and how can these commonalities be used to help the medical community in preventing the disease? The simple version of this question can be looked up online and answered in a few factual sentences; it leaves no room
for analysis. The more complex version is written in two parts; it is thought to provoke and requires both significant scrutiny and evaluation of the author. As a general rule of thug, as a quick Google search research question, it probably isn't very effective. Last Updated on 8/8/2018 8/8/2018 2018
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