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Government by the people chapter outlines

Politics is a process in which individuals and groups reach collective consent. Success in politics usually involves bargaining and compromise, as there is often a significant disagreement over the goals of collective action. Individuals and groups can usually benefit from collective undertakings. National defense, public
order, civil liberties, and public parks are all examples of public goods provided by the government that are difficult to provide through private activities. However, in order to achieve collective action, individuals need to overcome some challenges. This includes coordination problems, where consent must be reached
about what to do and how to do it. In situations where individuals agree with the benefits of collective undertakings, prisoner dilemma can still lead to pursuing private gains at the expense of collective benefits. Politics is rife with forms of prisoner dilemma including free riders and common problem tragedies. Proper
institutional design can help individuals and groups overcome these challenges. Often, simple consensus on regulations and procedures to reach and enforce collective agreements can reduce conflicts. The constitution and the government provide the rules on how this collective agreement will be reached and then
enforced. This may contain mechanisms, such as agenda control, veto power, and supermajority rules, to help solve problems and reduce certain costs associated with collective action. The cost of collective action includes both transaction costs—time, effort and resources needed to achieve collective results—and
compliance costs—to what extent collective decisions require individuals to do what they want to avoid. Institutional design generally involves trading between transactions and compliance costs. Enabling governments to make decisions and act quickly, for example, often requires huge compliance costs. Modern
democracy combines majority rule and delegations to form a representative government. The politician's desire for removal helps limit delegate problems such as the loss of the agency. America's power separation system differs from parliamentary governments used by other countries especially in high transaction costs
of the decision-making process. The frame of the American Constitution chooses this system to minimize compliance costs. Check the Question Why can't we resolve our dispute through easy bargaining all the time? What factors work to weaken the bargains in different settings? What can citizens or governments do to
help resolve disputes despite these factors? What types of institutions are commonly used for conflict in society? What are some examples where these institutions have failed? According to Kernell, Jacobson, and Kousser, why are institutions hard to change? Why and how the Frame tries to try Constitution difficult to
amend? Compare and different problems of coordination, free riding, prisoner dilemma, and joint tragedy. Give an example of their respective real worlds. What are the various costs associated with collective action? Discuss how the cost of coordination and transactions for states changes as the country's government
moves from the Coalition's Secretarius to the Constitution. Unlike the rules of voting of a majority, plurality, and simple supermajority. For each rule, give an example of its use. Discuss trades between transactions and compliance costs for each. What are the principals and agents? When has your life become one or the
other? Think of two examples of how you have delegationed to non-governmental agents in your daily lives. Have you ever had a problem with one of your agents shirking or abusing deleted power? What precautions do you take? Several government agencies received powers delegible to enforce laws and regulations
on society. Think of an example. What happens if the agency doesn't exist? Do people still follow laws or regulations? How might society suffer if they don't? How does fire protection thrive in the United States from personal kindness to the public good? How does smoking change from private issues to public issues?
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