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1983 book by Vietnam War veteran Robert Mason For other uses, see Chickenhawk. This article needs additional quotes for verification. Help improve this article by adding quotes to trusted sources. Unsourced material can be challenged and removed. Search sources: Chickenhawk book – news ·
newspapers · books · scholar · JSTOR (March 2008) (Learn how and when to delete this template post) Chickenhawk First EditionAuthorRobert MasonCountryUnited StatesLanguageEnglishSubjectVietnam War, HelicopterPublisherViking PressPublication dateAugust 1983Media typePrint (Hardcover
&amp; Paperback)ISBN978-0-14-007218-1 Chickenhawk is Robert Mason's story about his experiences as a Huey UH-1 Iroquois helicopter pilot during the Vietnam War. The book describes his employment, flight training, deployment and experiences in Vietnam, and his experiences after returning from
the war. Writing, publishing, and commenting Mason was encouraged to write his Vietnam memoir by Knox Burger, the editor of an author-friend of Mason (Bill Smith, better known as Martin Cruz Smith). He began writing chickenhawk on May 17, 1979 while living in Florida. The first written chapter
became the fifth chapter in the finished book. In February 1980, Mason had a 200-page partial manuscript (about a third), and a sketch of the rest of his memoir. Knox agreed to offer the book to publishers. Pending to see if Burger could sell the book, after some rejections (i.e. it's good, but no one wants
to read about Vietnam), Mason ran a paper route every night, 100 miles on the back roads, and his car exploded. He decided to take a sailing job as a deckhand on a 30-foot boat to Colombia. As he put it: I found out I could be bought. [quote needed] In January 1981 he was arrested with a boatload of
colombia marijuana in a creek in South Carolina. [1] In early 1981, awaiting trial on criminal charges, Mason learned that Viking Press had purchased Chickenhawk and began working on finishing the book. He didn't tell Viking about the arrest. He wrote steadily submitting every third of the manuscript on
time. [2] By Christmas of that year, the script had been finished. The assembly was completed by June 1982. Meanwhile, in March 1982, Mason was convicted of the smuggling charges. In August 1982, he was sentenced to five years in a minimum security prison, but was allowed to remain free on bail
pending an appeal of his conviction. Chickenhawk was published in early August 1983. Early reviews were positive, including a rave review in The New York Times. [3] He was for an appearance on The Today Show and was interviewed several times. A film version directed by John Carpenter was
announced, but never made. [4] In the midst of this, Mason's professional appeals were exhausted and he learned that his imprisonment would begin on August 19, 1983. The The Show's appearance took place August 15, and sales of the book benefited from the author's own ongoing drama as well as
his widely acclaimed writing. Mason was released on May 17, 1985. While he was in prison, Chickenhawk had become a hardcover and paperback bestseller. He was unable to write while in prison. Mason has since published two novels, Solo and Weapon, as well as a second memoir, Chickenhawk:
Back in the World. Synopsis Chickenhawk goes chronologically with Mason's training and his experiences in, and immediately after, Vietnam. The book begins with Mason's training at the Army's Primary Helicopter School in Fort Wolters, Texas. After graduating in May 1965, he finally learns that he will
be sent to Vietnam, making the trip in August with the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) aboard the USS Croatan. The cavalry was initially placed on An Khe, in central South Vietnam, where Mason first experiences combat. The book then describes his years of posting, including the Battle of Ia Drang,
R&amp;R periods in Saigon and Taiwan, his encounters with soldiers of the South Vietnamese army and his experiences driving the UH-1 Huey. Mason eventually transfers to another unit, which deals with an unofficial side business of supplying ice in exchange for favors and various commodities. In
August 1966, as Mason nears the end of his posting, he develops a number of signs of post-traumatic stress disorder, which got worse upon his return. In an epilogue, Mason outlines his activities upon his return to the U.S., including his incarceration for smuggling. Mason's sequel post-Vietnam activities
were expanded on in Mason's sequel, Chickenhawk: Back in the World, which was published in 1993. References ^ Chickenhawk: Back in the World ^ Chickenhawk:Back in the World ^ Lehmann-Haupt, Christopher (August 4, 1983). No head. The New York Times. Picked up on November 6, 2009. ^
Prendergast, Mark Robert Mason's Redemption,' South Florida Sun-Sentinel June 23, 1985 External links Robert Mason's website UH-1 63-3794 helicopter flown by Robert Mason, restored and exhibited at U.S. Veterans Memorial Museum, Huntsville, Alabama Retrieved from Podcast: Play in new
window | DownloadSubscribe: RSS The Vietnam War is called the helicopter war. They were used as troop carriers, gunships, medevac, heavy lift, observation and air trucks. Chickenhawk author Robert Mason shares some of his memories of flying the Huey in this episode. They have fundamentally
changed the way war was fought. Probably nothing is more iconic from that period The Bell UH-1 Huey. The Huey was the first turbine helicopter to enter production for the U.S. Military and brought a significant boost to the capabilities over existing machines. The first flight of the UH-1 was in 1956 –
October of will mark 60 years of huey models flying. So someone will have to organize a big party for that one! If there was a book that people associate with helicopters in Vietnam and especially the Huey then it would probably be ChickenHawk by Robert Mason. In fact, it is probably one of the most
recommended books about helicopters in general. If you look around the web where someone has asked for helicopter book recommendations then there is a good chance that Chickenhawk is mentioned. A typical flight formation on the way back from an attack. Photo Credit: R.Mason Click to Tweet It
has 471 reviews only on Amazon with 85% of those receiving 5 stars. And obviously Amazon is a fairly recent invention considering the book was published in 1983. The author Bob Mason deployed to Vietnam with 1st Cavalry Division and their 450 Hueys at the opening of the Vietnam War. In
Chickenhawk, he treats his helicopter training and his 12-month tour of Vietnam as a 'smooth' pilot at Hueys, where he flew more than 1,000 air strike missions. A big thank you to show listener Lee Rilea for poking me for a long time now bob to track down. It is my great honor to be able to introduce you
to Bob Mason and to find out a little more about his experiences. Podcast: Subscribe to iTunes | Play in new window | Download In this week's episode: 01:05 Vietnam the helicopter war and the Huey 03:50 Chickenhawk book reviews 05:35 Bob Mason interview 07:30 First time saw a helicopter hovering
when doing fixed wing flying 10:30 People destined to fly - no survival logical basis 11:45 Training helicopters - Hiller 12C, H-19 14:10 Vertol H-21 'Banana' 21 seats, but would never be able to carry as much 15:10 Hueys in 1st Cav Division 17:50 Never see again that many helicopters fly 18:30 A typical
air mobile mission 22:31 30-45 min flights to attack locations 24:00 Chest protection was not available for the first months 25:20 Formation stories - lead ship had lost radio comms 28:05 9 SQN RAAF 2 8:35 Missed approach formation lead 31:3 10 Taking an IVSI meter with a pistol 32:25 Huey knives vs
tree branches 34:15 Bullet holes 36:30 Jinking around to dodge bullets 38:00 Flying pace of effort and hours in a day 40:33 Slaughter or fera – WW2 vs Vietnam 43:30 Night flying – formation via cockpit lighting, 4 ship formations, no moon 47:20 Overloaded departure with low RRPM downhill 49:10 CBS
news clip - medevac of CBS Chairman 50:20 Tail rotor impact on landing in dust cloud 55:10 Battle of Drang Ia 56:20 Advice regarding PSTD and Dealing with stress reactions 59:10 35 TH-55A trainer and tuck under in autorotation crashes 1:02:30 Medals DFC 1:03:40 Back in a Huey after 47 years
1:12:15 Video by Jerry Towler talk to historical association Reviews on iTune - thanks! 1:13:35 Episode Sponsors trainmorepilots.com © 1996-2015, Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. 1996-2014, Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates One of the most iconic sounds that people relate to the Vietnam War is the
womp, woosh of American Huey helicopters. Whether watching a movie like Apocalypse Now or reading a book about war that sounds will reverberate in the mind of the reader. During the war, about 12,000 helicopters were deployed by the U.S. military. Of that number 7,013 were Hueys, almost all of
whom were the U.S. Army. The total number of helicopter pilots killed in Vietnam was 2202, and the total non-pilot crew members who d One of the most iconic sounds that people relate to the Vietnam War is the womp, woosh of American Huey helicopters. Whether watching a movie like Apocalypse
Now or reading a book about war that sounds will reverberate in the mind of the reader. During the war, about 12,000 helicopters were deployed by the U.S. military. Of that number 7,013 were Hueys, almost all of whom were the U.S. Army. The total number of helicopter pilots killed in Vietnam was 2202,
and the total non-pilot crew members who died were 2704. The most accurate estimate of the number of helicopter pilots who served in the war was about 40,000. (www.vhpa.org/heliloss.pdf) As we reflect on these statistics we can only admire the courage and fortitude of the men called to undertake the
many different missions these pilots are involved in carrying out the many different missions these pilots are involved in. One of the pilots, Robert Mason has written one of the most important accounts of the war available in his memoir, CHICKENHAWK. Mason's account is probably one of the most
accurate and realistic accounts we have about the experience of the U.S. military in Vietnam. From the point of view of a helicopter pilot, Mason explores his daily life during his mission. Mason's approach to his memoir is simple, clear and honest. As he completes basic training, advanced individual
training, and two attempts at passing preflight training, he notes that he never suspected that the army taught people how to fly helicopters in the same way that they taught them to march and shoot. But they did. (23) He realized early on that if you washed out the flight program you would end up as a
PFC in the infantry. Mason's journey begins in 1964 and carries him through 1968, a time when the United States, under President Lyndon B. Johnson was stepping up the U.S. commitment to save South Vietnam from communism. Mason's insights echo those of historians who were written years later.
Mason's memoir was first published in 1983, and was in 2005 with a new afterword describing how the war affected his life for decades after his service. Mason's experience in Vietnam was much diversified. Even as a warrant officer he engaged in the activities of a typical grunt wiping out tree stumps,
digging fox holes, filling sand bags, and building a perimeter for his attack division. Mason's primary flew a Huey helicopter that involved him in supporting troops in the Bon Song Valley and Ia Drang Valley, where in November 1965 the United States won its first large-scale encounter with the North
Vietnamese. Although it looked like a victory, Mason wonders what the U.S. strategy was if we killed the enemy at an increasing rate, but we would retreat and not take the country. Mason repeatedly points out that later U.S. troops would fight to retake the same territory as before, but at an increasing cost
to the United States. Mason's buddy, Connors, summed it up well: Why the hell don't they keep troops there? This is like trying to stop fifty leaks with one finger. (351) This is not the only thing that asks Mason questions. He did some reading before he went to Vietnam, Bernard Fall's Street without Victory
which has had the most impact on him as it describes the political situation in South Vietnam, the corruption of the Saigon regime, and the lack of commitment on the part of the South Vietnamese Farmers who just wanted to live up to their own soil. The poor training and refusal to fight on the part of the
ARVN (South Vietnamese army), the fear in the eyes of South Vietnamese he came into contact with mason's trouble a great deal. The resentment between ARVN and American officers was clear. At times when ferrying ARVN troops to a landing zone Mason had to be careful that once on the ground
they wouldn't turn and fire at his Huey. For Mason, there were many times that he wondered why he was in Vietnam.In exploring the Vietnam War from the lens of a Huey pilot the reader will experience with Mason a host of situations. Mason gives an excellent description of how he learned to fly



helicopters. He also provides a useful amount of technical information on the problems that pilots faced and how they could maneuver their Hueys out of many difficult situations. He was busy spraying defoliants to protect the soil for the VC (Viet Cong, South Vietnamese Communists), not knowing what
havoc these chemicals would reap in the future. Mason's primary activities focused on transporting troops, wounded, and bodies to and from the battlefield, but he was also involved in moving refuges, training missions, as a mail courier, to pick up and deliver supplies to combat areas and rear
connections. But there were other missions of interest, the pickup and delivery of tons of ice, so that the officer club would be filled and if no was needed it would be traded for devices from other units. Furthermore, transporting small groups of officers on their own secret missions, as well as using the
Hueys to visit friends a hundred miles away. Some of these tasks were obviously not going to be considered militarily relevant, but to keep the mental health of people who have flown over missions were nevertheless very important. Throughout mason's story, the reader provides the historical context of
what happened on the ground in Vietnam. The intensity of Mason's descriptions of his flights and what he observed offers the reader the feeling and smell of war. Supply shortages were constant in his unit, especially chest armor that was a necessity for Huey pilots. Mason emphasizes it further after he
transfers to another unit that is overcrowded in chest armor. A recurring one is the weakness of American intelligence, which lures Connors after a fire fight that the intelligence branch must have read their cards upside down, [and was] getting his information from smuggled Chinese fortune cookies. (146)
Early on Mason was led to believe that the reason why the French were forced out of Vietnam was because they were not air mobile. When the American Air Cavalry arrived, the course of the war had to change. For Mason sometimes he believed that the United States was winning, then doubts would
creep in based on his experiences in battle. It led to a discussion with his co-pilot, Gary Resler as they tried to determine their attitude to the war; where they scared or chicken, or after seeing the constant pile of dead American bodies they wanted revenge, making them hawks. Their conclusion was a
combination of the two, hence, they were chickenhawks. Mason offers the reader insights to his thinking about his personal feelings. He left his wife, Patience, and young son, Jack in the United States, and he integrates his personal letters to his family into the whole story. His feelings of guilt are present
because he is honest about his activities during R&amp;R in Saigon, Taipei and Hong Kong. It must be clear that Mason suffered from PTSD before he left Vietnam. Constant nightmares, anxiety, and fear centered on the murder of VC prisoners, the use of napalm and the damage it caused, and the
victims he witnessed drove him to use medication after his missions to complete his tour of duty. In addition, he pours his heart out about what he is witnessing and can not cope with. Chickenhawk, although written more than twenty years ago, offers lessons for future soldiers, and it is an exceptional
Vietnam memoir that has stood the test of time. ... More... More
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