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The best Photoshop alternatives can offer photo editing solutions to enhance your creations. Photoshop is certainly the best known photo editing software, but that doesn't necessarily mean it's the best for you or your business. There are a few reasons you can opt for alternative software, including price,
special features, or a different workflow. There is no shortage of options, so we've put together this list to help you find the best Photoshop alternatives to meet your needs. We've selected what we believe to be the best software based on four main criteria: ease of use, functionality and functionality,
performance and compatibility. After reading, you should have a good idea of what is the right Photoshop alternative for you or your business. We also highlighted the best PC for photodingDont your business or services to consider for this buyer's guide? Please email your request
desire.athow@futurenet.com the URL of the purchase guide in the subject line. Best Photoshop Alternatives in one shot OF AN EYEGIMPPixlr XPhotos Pos ProKritaLuminar (Image Credit: GIMP)GIMP (GNU Image Manipulation Program) is an open-source photography center that works on Linux,
Windows and macOS. GIMP has a large number of features and features that rival Photoshop. There is also a huge community of developers and artists who have created a wide range of plugins, making it a very adaptable program. If you want a specific feature, there's probably an add-on for it. The
interface is highly customizable, so you can sort things back or take advantage of multiple windows and toolbars as needed. For this reason, GIMP has a learning curve just as steep as Photoshop, but once you've made your way through a few tutorials, it's pretty comfortable. In our experience, GIMP has
been a little less responsive and has used a few more resources than its proprietary counterpart, but this can be easily forgiven on the basis that GIMP has always been and will always be free and open source. Read our full review on Gimp. (Image credit: Pixlr) Pixlr X is another free photo editor,
available as a web application. This HTML 5 photo editing software can give native apps a run for their money. The Pixlr X interface is more spartan than Photoshop or GIMP, but that's not a bad thing. The workflow is streamlined and intuitive: you can drag and drop a photo from your computer or add a
URL, and then get to work images with familiar filters and sliders with just one click. Because it's a web application, Pixlr X has a surprisingly robust layer support. However, important features are still missing. Custom brushes, for example, are planned for development in the future, but do not yet exist.
Overall, Pixlr X offers a super clean and intuitive interface for basic to medium-complexity photo editing. Read our full review of Pixlr X. (Image Credit: Pos Photos) Pos Pro Photos is east Alternative Photoshop known for being feature-rich, with tools for image editing, web design, and document creation.
While there is no deep customization that professional photographers rely on, it's still a great program to make photo adjustments for presentations, marketing campaigns, or personal pleasure. An interesting feature is the customizable interface, which allows users to select Novice or Pro layouts. Both
have their pros and cons, but essentially, the novice layout sacrifices power for ease of use, while the pro layout is feature-rich, but with a steep learning curve. Even if it is not perfectly executed, this flexibility is laudable and practical. With layers, masks, brushes, scripts and batch editing, Pos Pro Photos
is a feature-rich alternative to Photoshop. Read our full review of Photo Pos Pro. (Image credit: Krita) Krita is open-source and free, supported by a huge community of talented developers and artists who share works of art and methods. If you are looking for an active user base that has invested in art
discussion and sharing, Krita is a great Photoshop alternative. Beyond the community, Krita is an incredibly powerful photo editing software, with hundreds of brushes and a brush customization engine, vector and text capabilities for comics, an enveloping mode for seamlessly repeating images and
patterns, and a powerful resource manager for importing tools from other artists. We found the interface intuitive and familiar, with minor functions like being able to scroll the sliders with the trackpad and have useful tools that let us know how to find the right tool. Krita is more of a drawing tool than a
photo editing tool, so some features are missing: fewer photo filters, no automatic healing tool, etc. However, it supports the opening and recording of PSD files. In addition, Krita has a fantastic tablet holder with custom sensitivity settings, so for artists looking to combine drawing and photos, it's hard to
beat. (Image credit: Skylum) Luminar isn't the cheapest option out there, but it's a powerful photo editing software that leverages artificial intelligence and machine learning to help artists create amazing photos in just a few clicks. Luminar is available as a standalone editor or plug-in for Adobe products, so
this is alternative that you can actually use in tandem with Photoshop. Its impressive features include instant replacement of the iA sky, iA portrait and skin enhancer, sunlight, advanced AI structure and lighting filters, a smart contrast tool to preserve color and texture, and object removal brushes, some of
the best we've used. The layout is clean and intuitive, with most of the features available in the sidebar. Clicking one brings sliders to customize the effects, with advanced settings available. From start to finish, Luminar's photo editing workflow is fluid and Are you looking for Photoshop alternatives? There
are many reasons why this may be the case, including photoshop CC expensive subscription model. Maybe you want to support small development houses, or maybe you just don't need the millions of features that Photoshop offers. Photoshop has become a ubiquitous brand that, like Google, it has now
become a verb. Instead of editing images, you photoshop them. While Adobe needs to enjoy the public relations benefits of this, it could take you away from trying other software and, although we are fans of Photoshop, we humbly disagree with this school of thought. It's worth exploring these alternatives
to Photoshop because many of them match Adobe's software in terms of power, producing super-professional results. Others represent only a fraction of the price, or even totally free. If you want even more choice, check out our list of photo apps and photo editing software. Of course, if you want to
download Photoshop, we've covered you there too. A powerful option for sketching, painting and illustration (Image Credit: Procreate)Platform: iPad (iOS 13.2), separate iPhone app (iOS 12) Latest version: 5.0 Free Trial: No Free version: NoLow cost Apple Pencil supportiOS onlyLacks some advanced
featuresIf it's an iPad paint app that you're after, you'll hardly be pushed to find better performance and value than Procreate. What began as a basic design app in 2010 has grown over the years into a highly professional tool— so much so that it even won an Apple Design Award in 2013. With an easy-
to-use layout, Procreate is packed with features that artists will love, from life-saving pencils, inks and brushes (see our list of the best Procreate brushes), to the compositing of advanced layers and unique digital tools to help achieve your creative visions. Adding a palm holder means you don't have to
worry about accidentally drawing on your canvas, and an ever-growing library of Procreate brushes will help you add flair to your artwork. Procreate has a full support for first- and second-generation Apple pencils (depending on your iPad model). And last year, users welcomed a long-awaited new text
tool with open arms. 2019 also marked the release of a dedicated iPhone version of the paint app too, a fashioned named Procreate Pocket. You won't find all the features you'd expect from Photoshop here, of course, but for the digital in particular, you'll have at least most of what you need. There is a
free manual on the Procreate website, with an overview of all the features and tools of the apps, to help you get started. Lifetime access to all of this for less than 10 pounds asks the question, Why don't you? Natural and acrylic watercolor painting (Image credit: Rebel)Platform: Windows 7, 8 and 10; OS
X 10.11 Latest version: 3 Free trial: Demo version Free version: NoMimics NoMimics paintTiltThe presetsNot brush-bounded option for mobile devicesIf you are looking for a program that offers a true life painting experience, look no further than Rebelle escape motions. This excellent, affordable program
reproduces traditional painting techniques, especially watercolour, with absolute authenticity. Rebel mimics the behavior of painting in the real world, allowing users to simulate a drop of blown color and working in different directions. You can specify the length of the shot, the size of the drip and the
amount of water you use with your paints. In the meantime, the Tilt option lets your colors run in any direction you choose. If there's a slight downside to Rebel, it's the limited number of brush presets you'll find included. However, the option to create your own is available, with a built-in Brush Creator tool
to help make it a breeze. A highly professional paint software, Escape Motions is eager to keep Rebelle's focus on traditional media and the best way to present it in the digital field. And we have to say it we're doing a hell of a good job. Create an amazing natural art (Image Credit: ArtRage)Platform: Mac
OS X 10, Windows 7; Separate apps for iOS and Android Latest version: 6 Free trial: Demo version Free version: NoThick oilsDelicate watercolorsNo the cheapest mobile app sold separatelyArtRage is designed to ensure that artists can focus on their creativity. It offers realistic oils, pencils, watercolour,
canvas textures and other traditional media painting tools, many of which are fully customizable. The minimalist interface of the program disappears when you start painting near it and comes back as soon as you're done. Popular tools are immediately visible, with other less frequently used features
hidden in pods to avoid taking up space. A small workflow problem on the multiple ways of the program resize a brush, but it is by no means a business breaker. If you're new to digital painting and looking for an affordable and intuitive program, ArtRage is an option that seriously deserves to be
considered. The software is also available for iOS and Android, priced at only 4.Can this Photoshop alternative topple Adobe from its throne? (Image credit: Affinity) Platform: Mac OS 10.9, Windows 7; iPad version sold separately: iOS 12 Latest version: 1.8.3 Free trial: Yes Free version: NoProfessional
tool Low costNo Android version iPad version Sold separately Compatible with Photoshop and other file formats, Affinity Photo is aimed squarely at professional photographers and designers, and although it is extremely cheaper than Photoshop (without subscription), its creators argue that it's actually
better. We think this is perhaps the most serious photoshop alternative we've seen to date. It comes with a promise of higher speeds, fewer collisions and unlimited undos, but The truth is, the amount of improved performance you'll get will probably depend on the equipment you're using (it was
specifically designed to take advantage of the latest quad core technology). Affinity Photo is available for Mac and Windows, and there is a separate version for iPad. If you are looking for an alternative to Photoshop, Affinity Photo is definitely worth investigating. Photopea feels as close as you can get to
Photoshop in the browser, and it's free (Image Credit: Photopea)Platform: Web Latest version: N/A Free Trial: No Free version: YesFree versionCross-platformLacks features advanced ads with free versionThanks to the continuous advances of web technology, you don't always need a discrete app to do
much of what you would use Photoshop for, and Photopea is the latest browser-based image editor that can handle a decent piece of your workflow. Designed to be an advanced editor with pro tools, Photopea looks distinctly like Photoshop and has most of the tools you'll need for everyday image work. It
will open most standard file formats such as JPG, PNG and RAW, and it will accept Sketch, GIMP and even Photoshop PSD files. Photopea supports diapers and layer masks, allows you to use mixing modes and features a stack of selection tools, standard marquees to a magnetic lasso and a quick
selection tool. While it doesn't offer the kind of advanced features you'd expect in Photoshop such as conscious content fill in, it still has a more than enough ongoing to keep most designers and artists happy, and it's completely free to use. However, if you don't like ads, there's also the ability to subscribe
to a premium version that gets rid of them and also gives you extra levels to undo: 60 rather than 30.Sketch includes tools similar to that of Photoshop and Illustrator at a fraction of the Price Platform: MacOS 10.14.4 Latest version: 66.1 Free trial: Yes Free version: NoProfessional Clair tool focus on ui
designMac onlyNo raster editingSketch is a professional vector graphics application for creatives that has created a huge buzz within the design community, and web designers in particular. The development team behind Sketch has made it as flexible as possible, with it supporting endless forms of zoom
and vector that are perfect for multiple resolutions. You can build a new graph from primitive shapes or start a new one with the Vector or Pencil tool. It has an interface pleasantly simple and has many features similar to that of Photoshop and Illustrator, including layers, gradients, color picker and style
presets. Its popularity means that there are also many Sketch plugins created by the community that you can use to expand its features. GIMP is a popular and free alternative to Photoshop (Image Credit: GIMP)Platform: Linux, Windows, Mac Latest version: 2.10.18 Free Trial: No Free version:
YesFreeOpen sourceLearning curveCan be laggyA free, free, Alternative to Photoshop that has been around for the years of the donkey, GIMP means GNU Image Manipulation Program. Today it is available in versions for Linux, Windows and Mac.GIMP offers a wide set of tools, similar to Photoshop in
many ways, and is a great option if you are looking for a toll-free image editor. The interface differs somewhat from Photoshop, but a version of GIMP is available that mimics Adobe's appearance and feel, making it easier to migrate if you give up Photoshop.The full suite of tools is available here -
everything you're used to is at hand, including paint tools, color correction, cloning, selection, and enhancement. The team that oversees the development has worked hard to ensure compatibility too, so you will be able to work with all popular file formats without any problems at all. You'll also find a very
capable integrated file manager, along lines similar to Adobe Bridge.Overall, this is a great option if you either have a limited budget, or want to get away from Photoshop for other reasons. The Mac Pixelmator Pro tool promises a faster workflow than using the Photoshop platform: macOS 10.13 Latest
version: 1.6.4 Free trial: Yes Free version: NoLow costEasy to use Mac onlyLimited featuresPixelmator has been around for some time now, but more recently the team has released the Pixelmator Pro. While the previous tool used floating windows, the Pro version has a more usable one-stop user
interface, and offers non-destructive image editing. The team has parsed the interface, which should make it easy to pick up - and there is a hidden interface option that you can activate if you just want to see your image, without distractions. This Photoshop alternative is specially designed for use on a
Mac, and it supports features like tabs, full screen and shared view. Pixlr comes with more than 600 effects (Image Credit: Pixlr)Platform: Browser Latest version: X Free Trial: No Free version: YesSimple to usefreelimited features does not work with TIFFsPixlr is a free alternative to Photoshop that boasts
over 600 effects, overlays and borders. It also allows you to do all the main things you would expect from a basic photo editor, from culture and re-sizing to red eye removal and teeth whitening. If you're used to using Photoshop, then you'll find Pixlr's user interface easy to pick up quickly because it's very
similar. This free app is available iOS and Android varieties, or use it can use it as a web application. (Image credit: Corel) Platform: Windows Latest version: 2020 Free trial: Yes Free version: NoProfessionalOptimised tool for WindowsExpensiveLacks some advanced featuresPHOTO-PAINT is a
dedicated photo editor in the CorelDRAW graphic suite. The suite has been updated for 2020, with a smooth application for ongoing creation, improved collaboration features and all professional vector illustrations, layout, photo photo and the typography tools you need. The suite is suitable for working
perfectly with Windows 10, offering multi-monitor viewing and support for 4K screens. For photo editing, the Windows Paint.net tool is a great alternative to the Photoshop platform: Windows Latest version: 4.2.12 Free trial: Yes Free version: YesSimple to learnFreeWindows onlyLimited featuresPaint.net
is a Windows-based alternative to the Paint editor that Microsoft shipped with versions of Windows. Don't let this put you off, however: it's a surprisingly capable and useful tool, available entirely for free via Getpaint.net (there's also a paid version in the Windows Store). The software began life as an
undergraduate project sponsored by Microsoft, and became an open source project maintained by some of the alumni. The emphasis is on ease of use, and there is a definite tendency to photo editing rather than artistic creation. That said, there is a range of special effects available, allowing you to easily
create false perspectives, mix and push pixels around the canvas, tiles and repeated selections, and so on. A good range of selection tools, support for layers, and adjustments such as curves and brightness/contrast means that Paint.net is a great alternative to Photoshop for photo editing, especially if
you can do without some of the latest additions to the photoshop tool set. SumoPaint works in the browser, and requires Adobe Flash Platform: Browser Latest version: N/A Free Trial: No Free version: YesCross platformFree versionSomece edition lagUnlimited requires paymentSumoPaint is a very
capable, free browser-based image editor. All the standard features you would expect from a desktop tool are present and correct. It's light and fast to load, and the free version is very usable. There is also a paid Pro version. The standard range of tools and adjustments you expect are all included.
Brushes, pencils, shapes, text, cloning, gradients, etc. are all quickly accessible from the Photoshop-esque floating toolbar. It can also open recorded documents from your hard drive, making SumoPaint a perfectly viable option for editing and re-editing. Some tools work in different ways at Photoshop,
offering possibilities that would be difficult to match in Adobe's offering. There are, however, limitations that will put off some users, especially in the free version. Acorn offers non-destructive filters Image Editing Software Acorn debuted in 2007 and provided and artists on a budget with a great affordable
alternative to Photoshop since. Software features include layer styles, non-destructive filters, curves and levels, mixing modes and much more. The most recent edition - Acorn 6 - includes new Scale and Transform options, the ability to use the Clone tool through layers or images, and the ability to use
emoji on a path (if you do this article was originally published in ImagineFX, the world's best-selling magazine for digital artists. Subscribe to ImagineFX.Related Articles: 
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