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Many of the credit card deals that appear on the website are from credit card companies, of which ThePointsGuy.com fee. This fee may affect how and where products appear on this site (including, for example, the order in which they appear). This site does not include all credit card companies or all available credit card
offers. For more information, visit our advertising policy page. Editor's note: The opinions expressed here are only the author's opinions, not those of any bank, credit card issuer, airline or hotel chain, and have not been reviewed, approved or otherwise endorsed by any of these entities. After Before Location: Easton, NH
Nine years ago, when Toy Garfield was invited to a neighbor's party in her small new Hampshire town, she says she walked through the front door, looked around her and thought: These people live in my house. Filled with character and great light, the little clapboard had what Garfield calls good costumes. Fate smiled
on her a few months later when the owner, an artist, decided to rent a three-story house. The toy moved in, and when the owner finally decided to put the house on the market, she and her then new husband Doug knew they had to buy it. The front porch, made 7 feet longer to match the addition, commands a gracious
view of the front yard, a redolent with a scent from many lilac bushes. Built in 1952, the house is configured to suit the needs of the previous owner, who lived alone. The master bedroom and kitchen were located on the first floor, with one large open living room on the second floor where she would entertain friends,
using dumbwaiter to transport meals between the kitchen and the upstairs space. The third floor, divided into bedrooms served as a storage room in the attic. Although they immediately updated the bathrooms and set up a small nursery for their new baby, the Garfields decided not to embark on a major renovation until
they had lived in the house for several years. It seemed to be the best way to decide what they really wanted to change. They realized they were waiting at least five years before major structural changes. Meanwhile, Toy read a host of shelter magazines, ripping out examples of interiors she liked and those she didn't
like. The result was a book do and don't book – both proved extremely useful when the work began. After working in the retail sector for most of her career (she's now with a catalogue company, Garnet Hill), Toy knew that you often get more of what you want with pictures than words. I read horror stories in magazines
about people who weren't able to communicate what they wanted to their builder or architect, and ended up with expensive misunderstandings, she explains. Before the generous window in the kitchen replaces what used to be the front door. The owners the main entrance to the far end of the house so that it opens in
new add-on. The Garfields met with a local architect, but eventually decided to work directly with contractor Steve Chardon of Chardon Construction in nearby Franconia, New Hampshire. I knew I could figure out what we needed without an architect, Toy explains. We hired Steve and started the process with a kind of
think tank on weekends—he came on Sunday mornings to drink coffee and brainstorm with us at the kitchen table. We've had years of living in space and all the magazines to show him. Steve had a CAD [computer-assisted design] system, and he used that to show us on screen soon after how our ideas would be
visually translated. It was a great way to work together. The new kitchen and living room on the ground floor were at the very top of the wish list. We wanted to make an addition to the house without it looking obviously new and out of compliance with the original structure, says Toy. The extension of only the first floor to
achieve the added living room created an unpleasant roof line. To fix the problem, Chardon suggested extending upwards to include an additional room on the second floor. I thought it would be twice as much money, but that wasn't true, says Toy. The foundation of the ground floor accounts for most of the cost. So
informed, the Garfields decided to revise plans and build a master bedroom and bathtub over the new living room. The old master bedroom on the first floor became a family room. Located on the opposite side of the kitchen from the living room, it's the perfect place for four-year-old Dodge to play while adults cook and
hang out nearby. For a new kitchen, the magazine tear sheet she would have saved from years ago served as a visual guide. Both feature a spacious kitchen with a central island, dining room and a paneled half-wall separating the eating area from the living room. I thought [half a wall] was such a great way to divide the
two rooms, says Toy. We had a page taped to the wall; working people loved it. If Steve wasn't there by accident, they knew exactly what it was supposed to look like. We used it as our guide that fits molds, woodwork – everything. With the addition, they extended the front porch and moved the main entrance from the
original, central location towards the far end of the house. A new mudslide with a tiled floor (the rest of the house has Vermont maple floors) joins the new main entrance. Sliding, paned pocket doors rescued from the frame of the second floor space where the family saves coats, gardening tools, skis and toys. The
window pads in the foyer were built next to a muddy room to match the favorite antique-style bench that Toy bought a few years ago. I wanted the flexibility of a piece of furniture instead of something built in, Toy explains. One day I might want to replace that bench with a table. Although most renovations are now
complete, the Toy Notebook of Ideas and teargas continue to grow. My house is in many ways similar to a cottage. It's casual and easy to maintain. I've always loved England and I was inspired by the English interior. There's not a lot of formalities about me and I think that's reflected in our home. Lately he has been
collecting ideas for colors and accessories. The next big project involves landscaping with lots of colour and texture – but that's in four or five years, she laughs. Garfields' four-year-old son, Dodge, plays on an antique-style bench in the foeside next to a muddy one, where storage bins keep toys and shoes tidy. The toy
painted Dodge's bedroom herself, cutting out paper stars to see where to place them on the walls, then stenciles shaped in blue and yellow. This content is created and maintained by a third party and is imported to this page to help users order their e-mail addresses. You may be able to find more information about this
and similar content on piano.io it's that time again. Decorations are up in stores, festive melodies play through every speaker on the planet, GH's highest number of the year is for sale... and panic present purchase is in full swing. What to buy friends and family this Christmas? Will it be a novelty pair of socks? Comedy tie
or jumper? A variety of cups to smile politely at, only to be pushed into the back of the closet for all eternity? The gift of the book is a non-personal option. But with so many titles out there, it can be hard to pick the right one. But don't worry anymore – because GH has the answer. We've rounded up the best books for your
family and friends this Christmas, with options for everything from tired moms to active kids, animal lovers to quiz lovers. Read on and prepare that shopping list! For love and magic One day in December Josie SilverPerfect for Love Actually and Bridget Jones fans, this uplifting and moving novel tells the story of Laurie,
who at first glance doesn't believe in love – until she sees a man through a blurred bus window. But then the bus drives away... Will they ever see him again? An ideal gift for anyone who loves romance. Buy now Amazon For your favorite herbivoreBOSH! How To Live Vegan by Henry Firth and Ian TheasbyA perfect gift
for a vegan, or even someone who is simply trying to do his part for the planet, this comprehensive and affordable guide details how and why the herbal lifestyle, covering everything from food, to toiletries for travel. Packed with simple tips and simple hacks, this is the ideal inspiration to help you and your loved ones live a
more sustainable life. Buy now Amazon for puzzle enthusiasts Scotland Yard Puzzle Book: Crime Scenes, Conundrums and Whodunnits to test your inner detective Sinclair McKayWe all know this person who hits the culprits for the crime drama, who is obsessed with the true and the work of the police. Battle Scotland
Yard's brilliant minds with this fascinating book of puzzles, which offers you the chance to tackle the puzzles that have baffled the best detectives throughout the year. Buy now Amazon For stressed animal loverPaws: This book will help you take a break ally MartinChristmas prepare all a little too much to cope with? do
not worry. This book is the anecdote your overworked friends and family need. With adorable images and inspiration to relax, it's a purr-fect way of pressing 'paws' and relaxing this season. Buy now Amazon For teenagersLove, Secret Santa from S.A DomingoIt is almost Christmas, but Angel Green is too busy to
celebrate. He has a scholarship exam to study for and a fundraising campaign for the school. Only her Secret Santa keeps her sane, leaving her amazing gifts, including an intriguing handmade Advent calendar! Angel's dying to find out who her secret admirer is... A festive teen romance that melts even the sweetest of
hearts. Buy now Amazon For bookwormSomething Live for Richard RoperAll Andrew wants her to be normal. At home, the perfect wife and 2.4 children are waiting for him after a long day. At least that's what he told people. The truth is, his life isn't quite what people think and his little white lie will catch up with him. Often
described as the male Eleanor Oliphant, this moving and moving debut will captivate and enchant every fan of the novel. Buy now Amazon For the Man of the Castle:Downton Abbey: The Official Film Companion by Emma Marriott Full of stunning shots from the film, interviews with the cast and crew and with the
foreword of series creator Julian Fellowes, this beautiful book will be the perfect gift for any Downton fan. Buy now Amazon For kidsCookie and the world's most annoying boy Konnie HuqKids aged 9-12 will love the first of former Blue Peter presenter Konnie Huq's hilarious children's books. Cookie is a funny and fierce
heroine, who loves science and hates her new neighbor. With echoes of Jacqueline Wilson and illustrations drawn by Konnie herself, this is a witty and engaging pinch. Buy now Amazon For a Christmas present given by BackLetter To My Younger Self by Jane GrahamPut together by Big Issue magazine, this collection
of interviews with all the biggest names in culture, from Paul McCartney on how he found inspiration and Olivia Colman on overcoming trust issues to Mo Farah about the importance of loss, Arianna Huffington on knowing your motivations - and more! More importantly, all royalties from the sale will go to The Big Issue
Foundation to help end homelessness. The gift he keeps giving. Buy now Amazon For festive laughs with a touching messageTwas Night Shift before Adam KayThis' Christmas much-anticipated book is a sequel a million copies of the hit 'This Is Going To Hurt'. We return to the wards with former junior doctor Adam Kay
who relies on old diary records to recount his hilarious and moving memories, this time over the Christmas period. Buy now Amazon Animal LoversComedy Wildlife Photography Awards Vol. 3 created by Paul Joynson-Hicks and Tom SullamA by a polar bear, a squirrel photographer and a pair of graceful skating
penguins are just some of the great photos on offer in this latest collection - a must-have book for animal lovers and a wonderful celebration of natural habitats around the world. Buy now Amazon For a busy foodie Quick Baking Sheet Rukmini Iyer For those who like to cook but are short on time (and dishes), The Quick
Roasting Tin is designed to revolutionize midweek meals. Simply throw all the ingredients in one tray, put it in the oven and in 30 minutes you will have a delicious dinner! Buy now Amazon For 'hinchers'Mrs Hinch: The Activity Journal by Sophie HinchcliffeWe had no idea cleaning would become craze - but then came
Instagram sensation, Mrs Hinch. However, while her first book, Hinch Yourself Happy was packed with cleaning tips, this one boils down to giving yourself a time out, with puzzles, lists and mindfulness galore. The perfect gift for anyone who needs to take a deep breath and relax. Buy now Amazon Like this article? Sign
up for our newsletter to get more articles like this delivered directly to your inbox. LOG IN This content is created and maintained by a third party and imported to this page to help users order their e-mail addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar content in piano.io piano.io
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