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The views expressed by business contributors are their own. During the winter break, | went with my family from the Seattle area to Los Angeles. Along the way, we found ourselves looking for dinner in Eugene, Ore., and very lucky to discover DickieJo burgers. Although it opened in 2009, DickieJo has such an authentic 1950s diner feel that | thought I'd
found a 60-year-old survivor. This regional hit struck a chord with locals too: A sign at the entrance begs patrons to be patient if they find a long line. Owners Phil and Jim West plan to open a third store in Portland soon. The reproduction-retro-1950s-diner restaurant theme has been made to death, and isn't exactly the hottest thing around right now in
general. So how's DickieJo doing? A few insights about what Makes DickieJo is a great brand: Be for everyone. DickieJo clearly has a core fan base of loyal diners, but leadership ensures that newcomers feel welcome, too. That entry mark contains simple instructions on how to eat at DickieJo's — stand in line to order first (no savings table), pay, then find a
table and bus your own meals. A minute later, you know how to behave and feel like a regular. Exceed quality expectations. We all know what the 1950s dining menus offer, but on DickieJo's, the kitchen is transformed. All sandwich breads and buns are made in-house and are fresh and delicious. They could probably get away with buying buns in bulk from
a supplier, as many fast-food stores do, but homemade bread elevated these quality burgers and kosher hot dogs from running smart to eager. Brau yourself with your style. DickieJo it doesn't just look like a 1950s dining room, it looks like the most amazing 1950s diner you can imagine. Every detail is correct, from control floors to red leather cabins to
luminaires that look like flying saucers. Servers wear shirts adorned with the Lucky '52 logo - another nod to the era, and within a year the owners' parents, for which the string is named, began to walk. You have to love it. Be unique. Every restaurant needs a signature, and at DickieJoa is a secret ingredient of Ritz Crackers. They batter their chicken fingers
with them, and even use them in decor, displaying them in rows along the walls. Don't be sloppy. Some throw-back diners tend to be a bit grotty around the edges, but everything in this restaurant was newly rebuilt and sparkling clean. Stay relevant. While the 1950s style is an evergreen favorite, food can use some updates to fit modern flavors. So soft-
serve ice cream is the real thing with a 10 percent buttery tulok, and made with hormone-free dairy products from local cows, as Oregonians like these days. Fry fries and onion rings in fat-free oil. How do you build your brand? Leave a comment and let us know. Get discounts on books that you love delivered directly to your inbox. Every week we will have a
different book and we will share exclusive offers that you will not find anywhere else. Amplify your business knowledge and reach your full business potential with entrepreneur insider exclusive benefits. For as little as $5 a month, get access to premium content, webinare, ad-free experiences, and more! Plus, enjoy a free 1-year Entrepreneur magazine
subscription. Discover a better way to hire independents. From business to marketing, sales, finance, design, technology and more, we have independents you need to solve your most important work and projects on demand. Every time a train starts and stops, it draws or dissipates several megawatts of power, enough to power more than a thousand
homes. This happens thousands of times a day, every day, in suburban rail systems across the country. In fact, peak demand from the New York rail system could power Birmingham, Alabama. A more efficient system would disconnect power from braking trains for those leaving the station. Modern trains run their electric motors in the opposite direction to
slow down then release energy like heat or into a grid ill equipped to absorb the surge. Energy storage could fix the problem. Inertia wheels, old technology to find ever more modern applications, may be that storage solution. Large rotating discs, which are held in friction magnetic bearings rotating at 20,000 to 50,000 revolutions per minute, are capable of
storing energy and sending it back in seconds. Flywheel technology is now breaking into the rail industry. In fact, it's breaking back into the industry after a successful trial with the New York Subway system in 2002 that came off the rails when the original train-flywheel company shuttered despite pending orders from the city. Now the technology may be back
on track. Vycon, which installs flywheel for other applications, such as shipyard cranes, is approaching transit systems in the U.S. We were on the verge of really bringing inertia wheels to the rail industry [in 2002], says Louis Romo, vice president of business development for Vycon. Our business was just getting started, but it really messed things up. A
decade later, Seattle and L.A. have signaled interest in the technology, along with several other cash-strapped cities looking for simple energy solutions. That's because it makes financial sense: Technology saves money, halves power consumption, eliminates expensive substations, and allows trains to run smoother (unbelievable but true: plans are often
uncomfortably spread out because not enough tension is available to handle more train departures). But given the economic downturn, funding is tight. Outside the U.S. is where I'm most interested in China and India, says Romo. The problem is that we do not want our installation, which Away. If flywheel don't gain momentum in the U.S. again, we may have
to go visit our economic rivals to ride the future of high-efficiency rail. [Picture: Flickr user Randy Pertiet] Reach Michael J. Coren via Twitter or email. In 1528, Albrecht Direr Vier Blicher von Menschlicher Proportion, or Four Books on Human Proportion, published a strict catalogue of human form throughout its wonderful variety. Nearly 500 years later, Pablo
Garcia used cutting-edge technology to combine six profiles of Diirer into a single object-extruded, three-dimensional wheel. Set on a spinning engine and illuminated to create a shadow to seamlessly transform faces, Garcia's profilographer is a new ode to the German master, as if it could exist only centuries after his life. The seeds for the project were
planted nearly a decade ago, in 2004. Garcia had just left graduate school, where he was part of a first class to learn miracles then a brand new CNC router. Scrolling through the woodworking catalog, | saw a section on the router pieces for making moldings, he says. Looking at dozens of profile shapes, | had the thought: Why would anyone want to buy all
these tools when one day the CNC will be able to create any profile you want? The issue served as an impetus for a project that would eventually involve a slew of new technologies and techniques. First, Garcia experimented with CAD software, making 3-D exalts of simple shapes. Eventually, he realized that he could create mixed exalts, and with a piece of
scrap foam created an object that smoothly stretched his own profile into his wife. Purely by chance | put the ruler next to him, and the light cast a thin shadow line over the piece. Shadow revealed a new profile that was mixed between the two ends, he recalls. In 2008, as Muschenheim's fellow in architecture at the University of Michigan, Garcia found
access to a much larger range of materials, and along with the help of people in 3-D printing and metals labs, he realized his novel's makels in some more ambitious ways. First, he tapped Direr's study into six different profiles, which he then pushed into one form, teamed up to the end and invented a 3-D printer. In another experiment, Muybridge cast the
famous galloping horse frames as the only bronze form. In a sense, these projects are about a process that requires both an understanding of history and contemporary methods, both handcrafted and cutting-edge computing, and about how to move between them, says Garcia. Looking at it again, | realize how much of it is Frankenstein's monster techniques
and media and time periods. But while the artist's excitement comes from exploring new processes and pushing against their limitations, Garcia doesn't see the works as just a lesson in As the pieces finished, he says, | hope to perform a little magic. You have to imagine Durer thinking that. See more of Garcia's work on his site. How do | turn spinning a
small wheel/device into electricity and then then charge the battery with it? dudinart/ Shutterstock When buying a car, all the different types of engines it makes, models and built-in features can get confusing. One thing you'll probably hear come up a lot in search of a new car is all-wheel drive (AWD) and four-wheel drive (4WD). This is where you might want
to pay special attention, because while it might seem like these two terms are interchangeable, they're actually different. Check out these strange car features you didn't know you could have. Four-wheel drived4-wheel drive is made for an adventurous type. Cars with 4WD are optimized for off-road driving-through mud, over boulders, and into steep hills with
loose dirt. This system is mainly found in large trucks and SUVs. Four-wheel drive works by transmitting torque to all four wheels to increase traction if necessary. It is available full-time and part-time, which means, for example, that if a 4WD has a part-time job, the driver has the option to turn it on and off. In addition, some four-wheel drive systems allow the
driver to choose how much energy is given to each wheel. All-wheel drive All-wheel drive means that the power will still be on both the front and rear wheels of the vehicle. Like four-wheel drive, AWD can be both part-time and full-time. In vehicles with AWD part time, most of the time the car works in two-wheel drive, but when additional traction control is
needed, all-wheel drive kicks in. The main difference between a part-time AWD and a part-time 4WD is that the car will transition into an AWD without the help of a driver. The system is designed to react when it feels loss of traction. All-wheel drive is available in a much wider range of vehicles, from small sedans to large SUVs. Read about these tips on how
to handle scary driving scenarios. Does every driver need all-wheel drive or four-wheel drive? The simple answer is no. It really depends on where you live and if you need to use your vehicle in poor driving conditions. If you live in an area that gets a lot of snow, you may want to consider a vehicle with an AWD or 4WD. Four-wheel drive is better for people
who live in rural areas and need to travel in deeper snow on roads that may not get ploughed fast. Something you always keep in mind, though, is that while 4WD and AWD vehicles can help you get through the snow, they can't help make the vehicle stop, so it's always important to practice caution. Next, read these maintenance tips to extend your vehicle's
lifespan. Car.
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