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Raise your hand if this ever happens to you: This is the first year of college, and the cute guy from your English class is finally paying attention to you. You end up back in his room, and he shows you the short film he's working on. You two ended up sitting on his bed, under his Stanley Kubrick poster. He
took off his thick-rimmed glasses... so he can delete it while he explains to you in great detail why most girls don't get Chuck Palahniuk.yes. We all have at least one run-in with pretentious readers that makes us want to get out of our bodies with anger. Because the thing about pretentious books is that
people love them or hate them (and people universally don't want to hear you talk about them). A really pretentious book is only a few hundred pages of contingency. Who needs that? If you really want to feel humble, it's much easier to hang out at the hips of Brooklyn wearing brand name clothes. Look,
to be fair, I like the fair share of pretentious books. I really enjoyed reading The Brief Interview with the Horrible Man. But if you're a serious reader looking for a book that won't make you roll your eyes, here are some options that aren't so pretentious (or at least, less pretentious than you think):1. Ulysses
by James JoyceI know, I know, you threw your laptop down in disgust because I promised you you were not pretentious and I started with Ulysses. But wait! Get your laptop back! There's nothing getting around that this is a book that's hard to read; You will definitely need a footnote and some thoughtful
googling to get through some of these chapters. But, Joyce actually spent a lot of books making fun of himself and other snoox writers. Stephan Dedalus's character is an greasy whiner (based on Joyce) who uses a lot of big words, never showers or dates, and feels sorry for himself all the time. He's like
the guy who wears a turtleneck every day in your creative writing class, and Joyce knows it. Click here to buy.2. Les Miserables by Victor HugoSay what you want about Victor Hugo: He's long winding, he's obsessed with prostitutes, his books are too long, the plot is full of strange coincidences, his books
are VERY LONG. But I don't think you can call Click here to buy.him pretentious. Les Miserables is melodramatic, sure, but Victor Hugo is very sincere in his desire to tell you how pathetic everyone in France is all the time. And there's a reason that people still read his beautifully written novels to survive
and redemption in poverty (because it's good even though it's really, really long). Click here to buy.3. Midnight's Children by Salman RushdieSalman Rushdie likes to torment its readers. He provides Saleem Sinhai as a highly unreliable narrator, and plays a complex story of national identity and
telepathic-related children. Midnight Children not an easy read, but also not a pretentious one: Rushdie writes harsh realities (for all the unreal elements in his book), and he's open about his political critics. He likes to dig into the strange side of human nature. But he can also get you on the edge of your
chair, blending myth and truth into a book that is not so much a novel as epic. Click here to buy.4. Everything That Rises Must Meet with Flannery O'ConnorDespite's title, Everything That Rises Must Be Converge is not a vague or pretentious book. This is Flannery O'Connor's collection of short stories,
written in his signature spare style. However, although his writing is fairly easy and uncomplicated, his stories manage to explore faith, morality, and race, and all the unspoken tensions of American life. He's not heavy-handed or condescending about it, either. Just gloomy and quiet and really alluring.
Click here to buy.5. The song Solomon by Toni MorrisonA the man throws himself off the roof, trying to fly. Shortly after, the Milkman Dead was born. And begins a strange and deeply moving story, full of fortune tellers and murderers, mysteries that must be solved and used for The Odyssey. Milkman
begins to uncover the truth about his past, making use of fairy tales and history as he goes. But Toni Morrison was never elusive with her writing. And even at its darkest point, Song of Solomon continues to crackle with life and a very vibrant character. Click here to buy.6. If on Winter's Night a Traveler by
Italo CalvinoI means, just look at that title. I'll admit that if on a winter's night a traveler is a pretentious title, and there's no getting around it. But the book itself is weird, experimental, but really fun and even kind of adorable. The first chapter begins with you, the reader, will read Italo Calvino's If on a
traveler's winter night. But, when you get to the first chapter, you realize that it's not the right book at all. The result is a wild goose chase of meta-fiction for the right book, complete with ten different first chapters for the wrong book, all written in different styles. This is smart, insightful, beautiful and
somewhat ridiculous evidence of the power of reading. Click here to buy.7. Disgrace by J.M. CoetzeeDisgrace is one of those cleverly written novels with a narrator you want to punch in the face. He's just the worst. Coetzee's hero is David Lurie, a Romantic poetry teacher in Cape Town, who is involved
in an affair with his student. However, when the affair ends in disgrace, she is forced to confront herself and her strained relationship with her daughter. Joking. He spent the rest avoid facing these things, while Coetzee explores the toxic nature of white male privilege in South Africa.Click here to buy.8.
Orlando by Virginia WoolfYou WoolfYou How's that? One minute you're a young English nobleman talking to Queen Elizabeth I. The next minute you wake up to find that you've become a woman overnight. And you're immortal. Maybe you don't know how it is, but Virginia Woolf Orlando certainly doesn't.
The book is fun and heartfelt, full of humor and wit, and Woolf seems to have learned that gender was a social construct a few years before anyone else did. It may take Orlando an extra century or so, but he comes of his final age, finding an identity for themselves that exists beyond the sexes. Click here
to buy.9. One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia City MarquezOne, one family, one hundred years - in that time and space, Gabriel Garcia Marquez was able to explore almost every aspect of humanity. OK, so it may be hyperbolic boys, but Marquez does a wonderful job of finding absurdity
and tragedy in all his characters, and in building a world where myths and truths and yellow flower storms can all coexist peacefully. But no matter the complexity of the city of Macondo, One Hundred Years of Solitude is never arrogant, and always a joy to read. Click here to buy. Picture: Fotolia Most new
mothers have a lot of anxiety and anxiety that arises post-partum. You may be nervous about taking your baby out in public if he or she is crying, or perhaps you are worried about maneuvering your stroller gracefully in a cramped café or restaurant. Sometimes strangers come to your rescue when you
are struggling in public, but other times, you are forced to learn how to cope on your own. Lessons abound when a new baby arrives, and if you're a new mother who feels anxious or worried, or just has a lot of questions, we want to do something to fix it. We contacted the MyDomaine Moms Facebook
Group to ask for page-turners that make motherhood easier. Our readers come together to provide eight must-read books for new mothers and why they are so helpful. Listen to appreciate the unexpected kindness of strangers who want to help, rather than letting anxiety over your baby might irritate
others taking over. Jessica Peterson/Getty Images Daniel J. Siegel and Tina Payne Bryson The Whole-Brain Child $13 Shop This is my entry book to nurture integrated brain development at all stages of life. It has pictures that I can show my son and even a refrigerator cheat sheet. It has helped me
educate myself on how to be a better parent and what behaviors are normal throughout each stage of development. - Shelley C. Hall Save Our Sleep: Helping Your Baby Sleep Through the Night $15 Shop It's very informative and plans everything for you, but the best part is it really works. I had a few
friends who used this with great success, but it wasn't until my sister did that that she then bought it for me. I had a very fussy baby with colic, colic, This book really saved my life. It has good information about what and when to feed the baby, with a sleep schedule to follow. She also has a Facebook
community that you can follow and ask questions. It's very active and supportive. - Sacha S.  Alexis Dubief Precious Little Sleep $15 Shop That saved me from losing it with my baby and taught me to really understand baby sleep. There is also an amazing Facebook group of the same name consisting of
admins and members who generously help new mothers (and repeat mothers) with their baby's sleep problems. - Lin K.  Daniel J. Siegel and Mary Hartzell's Parenting From the Inside Out $8 Shop [This book] helps because it makes sense of our own experiences as children and how that experience can
impact parenting. It's hopeful and helpful. - Allison G.  Harvey Karp The Happiest Baby on the Block $10 Shop Another very helpful book for the intense first month of having a new baby is The Happiest Baby on the Block. It has some solid go-tos for how to soothe fresh babes. - Way R.  Shaun Gallagher
Experimenting With An $8 Baby Shop This book provides instant fun ways to help understand my baby. This explains how babies develop and include ages 0 to 24 months. It would appeal to any parent, I think, but his evidence-based approach is a lot of fun to explore for me as a mother with a science
background and my own mother, who is a physicist! - Miranda G.  Pamela Druckerman Bringing Up A $14 Bébé Shop Raising Bébé is great. It sets the tone for anyone who doesn't want to be the ultimate helicopter parent but instead lets their child have some room to think about things themselves. - Way
R.  Operation Instructions Anne Lamott: My Son's First Year Shop Journal $11 Midwife I recommended this to me after the birth of my second son. Originally published in 1994, Lamott takes on the insecurity and pleasures of the first year of parentlessness. - Talia K.  K. 
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