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Modern short stories

Contemporary Short Stories 2008 (2008) Founders Steve Soboslai, Chris Fafalios, Amanda Yudefunk 1990 (1990) Genre Pop Punk Indie Rock Country of Origin U.S. Location Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Official websitew.modernshort stories.net Modern Short Story It is a media label based in Pittsburgh. Its slogan is Every
song is a modern short story. The historical creation contemporary short story was created in the summer of 2008 fueled by Ramen Records in the departure of Punchline[1]. Between 2003 and early 2008, Ramen released two full-length punchline albums (Action in 2004 and 37 Every where in 2006) and re-released
2002's Rewind EP. During this time, many of his labelmates at the time (disco, academy., hash sound, etc.) became very popular, and punchlines became less prominent in the ramen lineup. The seeds that would become modern short stories were smay.com in July 2007 when Heavy .com announced the $25,000 grand
prize winner of the contraband contest to Punchline, and the band competed to watch a video uploaded to the site. Over the course of the contest, Punchline uploaded 65 videos (including clips of the studio's punchlines) and scored nearly 1.2 million views for much of bassist Chris Fafalios' efforts to mobilize the band's
fan base. Punchline's own Just Say Yes, released on September 18, 2008, became the first album released on Modern Short Stories. On February 2, 2009, following its status as a media label, Contemporary Short Stories released Whistle Pig, a collection of short stories, poems and illustrations written by friends Chris
Fararios and Tony Hartman. The two previously collaborated on a YouToon (a term used to refer to cartoons uploaded to YouTube by Fafalios) called Texas Toast. Whistle pig is a children's book for those who used to be children, according to the book's Myspace page. Among these pages is a treasure trove of thought-
provokingly hilarious poems, illustrations, and (manly) fairy tales written by Tony Hartman and Chris Fafarios. These two (straight) buddies came up with a comedy cartoon poetry formula, painting, writing and laughing on a Saturday afternoon. The result is a magical journey through the heart whistle pig farm. Enjoy this
lesson in cartoon poetry science. Oh, and perhaps there are some fables here too, and we're going to release Justin Oliver's new album in Early 2009 from Modern Short Stories, which appeared on Steve Soboslai's Modern Shorties blog in October 2008. [7] According to Punchline's Myspace, contemporary short stories
will release punchline DVDs in spring 2009 and then full-length albums by the end of the year. RosterJustin Oliver Spontaneo [Absolutepunk.net - Punchline Leaves Fueling Ramen] * on 070207_heavycom_Punchline.htm wayback machines2 009-01-05 [InternetVideoMag - Heavy.com Crown Punchline Winner] »
[Heavy.com - Punchline Accepting/Thank You Video] * * - YouTube.com - cmxpunch Texas Toast * [Whistle Pig on Myspace] * [Modern Showies - Barrel Full of Bripit] * * Archive Copy.2009-01-31 Original Archive. Retrieved 2009-01-28.CS1 maint: Archive copy as title (link) [Myspace.com Blog - Punchline] External
Link Contemporary Short Story Official Myspace Chris Fararios YouTube Channel: cmxpunch obtained from Friends, it's true: the end of a 10-year approach. It's been a difficult, unsettling, morally compromised decade, but at least it's been moved in by some fine literature. We take the silver lining as best we can. So
while our permissived duty as a literary and cultural website is well aware of the potentially fruitless, endlessly contested nature of the task, in the coming weeks we will look at the best and most important (these are not always the same) books of the decade. Of course, you do this by different lists. We started with the
best debut novel of the decade and are now back with the best short story collection of the decade, or, to be precise, the best collection published in English between 2010 and 2019. The following book was chosen after a number of discussions (and several votes) by staff at the literary hub. Tears were down, my
emotions hurt, and the book was re-read. And, as you can see a little more, | struggled to pick 10 opinions, so | also included a list of objections and a list of even longer runs. Feel free to add favorites you missed in the comments below. Claire Bay Watkins, Sealing of Battleborn 2012 Claire Bay Watkins, and her debut
collection set in Nevada include a 60-page novel set during the gold rush of 1848 and a devastating opening story that boldly blends fiction, local history and mythology with the story of Watkins' father's involvement in the Manson family in the late 60s. There is an enviable fearlessness in Watkins's writing, to refuse and
give a look away from the despair that is in the minds of lost tired charactersNeat trajectory and neat resolution. Her landscapes are exquisitely painted, filled with lush sensory detail and characters stalked by the grief and violence of their past, the despair of their presents. In a particularly painful story, the man finds a
bunch of letters in the wreckage of a car accident and continues treatment, increasingly revealing a one-sided correspondence with their owner that overlaps the identities of the desperate neighbors he killed decades ago. In his adoration, he remembers how nature marked the season in which it happened: At the end of
that spring, a swarm of grasshoppers moved beatty on their way south to Alfalfa Field. It was rolling like a thunderstorm in my head, thick and intense voice, vision so fully formed that it's amazing to come across a guaranteed debut collection, but that's what Watkins achieved with this exceptional piece. — Dan Sheehan,
book Mark editor Alice Munro, Dear Life 2012 Well, this is not really fair, that is, Alice Munro's collection published during a certain period must be on the list of the best collections for the period automatically mentioned. (What | really mean is that munro's genius like that is not really fair to other writers. Most of the dear
life stories have previously been published in The New Yorker, Harpers and Granta. They all show Munro's mysterious ability to take a lifetime, or even a single family generation, and shrink it to 30 pages of text by providing a series of precise moments with very textured characters rather than spinning events after the
event. These stories and characters are not flashy and are very little in the way of high concepts. It simply means that Munro knows the people and expresses them so accurately, wisely and humanely that you can't help but be impressed. This, as Michiko Kakutani pointed out, despite the fact that with age Munro has
become a little sharper in his portrayal of ordinary people, Ms. Munro is not exactly judgmental, but she seems to be focusing on the selfishness, irrationality, and carelessness that people can do. The collection also includes some semi-autobiographical sketches (a feeling of autobiographical feeling that sometimes isn't,
but it really isn't). | believe it's the first, last and closest thing they have to say about my own life, she writes. They are great too. Munro was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2013, the year after the publication of Dear Life. The Swedish Academy called her the master of modern short stories. Of course it is. Emily
Temple, Senior Editor George Saunders, December 10, 2013, it can be hard to know what a historical era you actually arethrough, as that happened. Is this the post-9/11 era or the Trump era, or will it one day be labeled the misinformation era? But honestly, this is probably a time when we had a chance to save the
planet, but we didn't do anything, and in that case, perhaps there won't be a historian in 200 years to call it anything. How to choose to look at the last decade of life at Planet America, perhaps some version of it is likely to appear on the 10th of December, a George Saunders modern classic. This collection is remarkable
in the range of emotional registers, as well as formal diversity. Out of pain, the class-conscious pathology of the puppy where the two families intersect around the possibility of buying a dog, to the grim, neo-futurist alegoly of Escape from the Spiderhead, in which clinical trials go too far, Saunders placed his character in
a series of bespoke narrative dioramas and his creation With the tenderness and generosity that catalyze satirical clarity rather than the cloudiness of sentimentality that forever doubts the disappointments that things create, Saunders has broken magnificently, like a living person, with his characters hurting, like joy,
baffling their way through the limits of their own fictional lives. It's a dark timeline where reality trumps satire, but at least in George Saunders's short stories, it's the world we've seen before. — Johnny Diamond, editor-in-chief of Chief Clarice Lispector, Katrina Dodson, Ed Benjamin Moser and Complete Stories 2015
Clarice Lispector are considered brazil's greatest writers since 1943, so it's complicated to include the full story collection on the list for the best of the decade. But in 2012, publisher New Directions began releasing new translations from four different translators of Lispector's novels, out of a concerted effort to bring her
remarkable work to the attention of English-speaking readers. In 2015, the novel was followed by The Complete Story (86 in all), published between 1952 and 1979. Translated by Katrina Dodson, the collection firmly established Lispector in the American consciousness as one of the notable writers of the last century
and received stunning reviews. Clarice Lispector's story is not easy to explain. They are feminists and absurds, depicting family drama, love affairs and existential surrealism, moving around in institutions that disrupt the preconceptions and modes of 20th-century literary experimentation, and disorientation is the point.
Consistency is a mutation, at one point the character reflects, | wantLispector has more power than almost every writer | can think of, and perhaps with more relevance and urgency than any other writer in the 40 years since her death, and strongly seeks to live with more power. Emily Firetogue, Deputy Editor Le Berlin,
Ed Steven Emerson and the Women's Cleaning Manual 2015 Is the collection of short stories by the writer who died in 2004 actually supposed to be one of the best collections of the decade that followed? The fact of the phenomenon, at least among those who consume multiple story collections a year, tells a huge gap
in our literary culture. It's never possible to fully describe stories and novels that were defenseless and unthaught in a literary culture aimed at normalizing the anxieties and insights of well-done whites, but at least in berlin's posthumous collection and candid renderings of women's lives, we have a small correction to the
record. When Berlin writes last-chance bus depots and cheap border hotels and third-class nursing homes, she pulls off the literary tourist assignment Bravado to pull off a winning wild boy tick that seems to define much of the fiction of her male co-era. For Berlin, these are not places we pass by, but where my life



happens because of epiphany or authenticity: as one reviewer puts it, the story of this collection is all the beginnings and middles of endless, and | just want Berlin to live long enough to see the beginning of her own Renaissance. Johnny Diamond, chief Colin Barrett and editor of Young Skins 2015 first read The Story of
Colin Barrett when | was working for Stingfly magazine and the press in Dublin. The editor had been working with Barrett for several months, but had published one in an upcoming issue. | obviously remember finishing copy editing and going to the editor and simply saying holy. When he presented Colin's collection
Young Skins in 2013, it wasn't long before Globe Atlantic took it up in america, and it was posted here in 2015. In the vein of William Faulkner's Yo napata patafa county, all seven of its stories take place within the confines of the fictional town of Gran Bay on Ireland’'s west coast. Barrett's character lives hard in the
aftermath of Ireland's Celtic Tiger era, a time of economic boom that has happened to other people, but the impact of its abrupt end is felt everywhere. There are drinks and moments of drugs and shocking violence. There is a steady senselessness of failure and loss, and moments of lyrical writing that frequently soar.
Barrett's mastery of short story form earned him the Guardian First Book Award, Frankinternational Short Story Award, National Book Foundation 5 Award 35 or less. It's an impressive collection to ensure that its boldness debuts and perfectly guarantees the voice, character and fully realized setting. Therefore, we call it
one of the best short story collections of the decade. Emily Fayartog, Deputy Editor, Liu Ken, Paper Menagery 2016 Whatever was lost in the long journey of my thoughts through the maze of civilizations, | think you understand me, and | think you understand me, Ken Liu wrote in the foreword to the paper Menagerie and
other stories. Paper Menagely gathers some of Liu's most famous stories, and their summaries do little to convey the extent of his imagination. Consider, for example, State Change, a rough office romcom set in a world where people's souls are physical objects, set in solid ice, cigarette packs and beech tree branches
that must be protected from mundane things like hot weather and nicotine addiction. Good Hunting begins as a folk tale about a devil-hunting father-son duo in a small Chinese village and ends with criticism of British colonialism and modernity in Hong Kong and a surprising reversal of the trolls of the story of Mysoism.
The Star cloud, Hugo and The Titery Story, which won the World Fantasy Award, shows Liu in top form. Born to a Chinese immigrant mother and a white father, the protagonist grew up loving origami animals that his mother uses his breath to bring to life, only spurring on his Chinese heritage as he gets older. Not all the
stories here are as moving, but Paper Menagely became adept at injecting his shape-changing work with a touch of Charlie Kaufman Esk's super reality and East Asian folklore, cementing Liu as one of the most inventive (and popular) short story writers of the decade. — Aaron Robertson, assistant editor Leslie Neka
Arima, what it means when a man falls from the sky 2017 Leslie Neka Arima calls herself a pessimist. Thus, set in Nigeria, it unfolds a collection of short stories that use dystopian themes, most of them when they fall from the sky, to reveal the disastrous consequences of humanity's ruthlessness towards the natural
world and fellow human beings. The title story, for example, is about a world devastated by climate change in which a group of scientists try to make it so that the human body can defy gravity by creating a formula. Thishabistic and quick-thinking flaw is immediately revealed when the honorable man falls from the sky.
Another story in the collection What Is a Volcano depicts myths, presents feuding gods who literally discuss each one, and reflects a similar human urge to regenerate GodAdvantage. Arima blends magical realism and stories into her story, illuminating humanity's base instincts and watching humanity turn it grotesque.
Arima tackles the pressures of women's sex, family relationships and Nigerian culture, including religious and social expectations. Glory is about a girl of the same name, under pressure that her family achieves greatly. Who greets you at home? about a woman desperate for the blessing of her children and mother, she
risks weaving one out of her hair: Everyone knew how dangerous it was to make a child out of the hair, injecting the identity of the person who shed it. But many hair children? Despite its various incarnations, the collection depicts ghosts and dolls alive, in other figurative forms, various ghosts, often literally various ghosts,
like a father's fear of the daughters of the world. Ultimately, however, underlying Arima's story is how to show or suppress love and affection, or display vulnerability. As we each move away from another mind, grief is not only a big event, but even a daily example of missing a chance to tell those who care what we really
mean and what we want. — Eleni Theodoros, editorial fellow Carmen Maria Machado, the narrator of her body and other parties 2017 You Think [P]erhaps, Carmen Maria Machado's short story Resident, is a short story about her body and other parties, I'm a cliché - a reference to being in a weak, trembling Gothic story
is interesting. On the other hand, Resident deliberately recalls the Gothic atmosphere of fear that feels like it was taken from many other stories in the genre. But on the other, it says something about Machado's entire enchanting collection. Many of the stories of her body and other parties often contain echoes of images
and themes that interpret Gothic literature and Gothic as modes or atmospheres of writing: ghosts, beheadings, violence, trauma, claustrophobic environments, a sense of widespread anxiety and uncertainty. But while many classic stories in Gothic literature portray women as trolls at best and monsters at worst, with a
few exceptions, Machado's story focuses beautifully and poignantly on what it means to be a woman and what it means to inhabit a woman's body. Women are harassed in stories, by people, as much as the uneasy atmosphere around them. From the title itself, Machado reveals that the collection focuses on women's
bodies - and shelt often includes elyscopicing women's values with their bodies, as it suggests a cool detachment in a passionate-sounding party like the second half of the title, where, for example, male harassment takes place. But partying can also suggest festivities, and her women, for all the fear around them, have
moments of happiness and liberation too. Her body and other parties are a skillful reimagining of what Gothic can and is, with the tremendous weight of being a woman creating a cold, tentasable world through almost every story. It's a powerful collection that surprised me in the best way and | think it will last for a long
time. — Even before Gabriel Belot, staff writer Ottessa Moshfey and Homesick for Another World 2017 Ottessa Moshfey published her first book, people used to call her the best writer of our generation. | know this for the fact, one of those people was me, and | was sure of it based on a short story she was publishing in
the Paris Review, including the opening story of Improving Myself, which won the Plimpton Prize in 2013, Improve Myself (and often in a horrible, best way). Most of homesick for Another World's stories were originally published in the Paris Review, but the couple are from The New Yorker and Vice, one each original from
Granta and Bfour. They are all fundamentally realists, and if they are dark and psychological portraits, there is something troubling about them - Moshfegh pushes humanity into a logical extension, and the results are grotesque and poignant. It's not very surrealism - maybe I'd call it slime-coated realism. She has a
sharp, sarcastic eye and a flat influence that contributes to a sense of unreality, but she does more than just roll her eyes on her (often terrifying) character. She's getting into the Mac with them and pulling us for a ride. It may not be my actual favorite, but the story | think of most often from this collection is The Beach
Boys. Emily Temple, Senior Editor*** The next book barely made it out of the top 10, but we (or at least one) couldn't pass without comment. Karen Russell, vampire title short story by Lemon Grove 2013, is my favorite short story of all time, but the collection itself is mesmerizing. A high school friend | was teaching, an
English teacher friend, first shared a copy when | had my seniors read Dracula, and | read it on my desk towards the end of the day. | found it to be a not-so-bookyou to sneak up on you. You won't glide through it, you'll make a hole in it. You start reading it, and by the time you're done, the department lights are off, dusk
is falling outside, and all the students passing by with your colleagues will be standing in front of you, waving goodbye before giving up and walking. Do you simply finish this book or you will be released from it. Anyway, materially speaking. After you're done, it'll still haunt you. This may be because the story is so soft and
completely painful - another reason is that they are so creepy that you re-read the parts over and over again and you try to experience the section more deeply to make sure what's going on is really happening. And once it's finally done with you, you'll be home in the dark, and it's good for you to know the route with your
heart because you can't think about where you're going. — Olivia Lutigliano, CrimeReads Editorial Fellow Diane Cook, Man V. Nature 2014 When | first read this collection, during graduate school, | remember inging and inging to stop and take a break. It was too good. It was so good that | was convinced | had no reason
to write another word. Diane Cook was already doing everything | was going to do. In the end, | got over it (the writer's ego is a slippery but incesslessly favorite devil) and finished this surreal, glorious story book. In other words, in The End of the Day, the woman attempts to keep out the invaders as the sea rises around
her (Doric Collum): This man in a nice suit tried to strangle me, hold back tears, apologize, and let me in. When | managed to close the door, he sat on my veranda and cried. Did | say Diane Cooke is hilarious? The title story is equally entertaining and equally dark. It also includes water as an enemy and a man who was
once your friend. Anyway, at least one of them. Finally: Where's Diane Cook's next book? It's starting to feel unfair. Who knows what a woman would do without one? by Emily Temple, senior editor-in-chief Hassan Brushum, tr. Jonathan Wright, corpse exhibition 2014 since the conflict rarely lasts long, so withesses may
begin to document its history before the conflict ends, but that's what happened as the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan continue, and publishing fulfills its duty to print suffering. Hassan Brushum was a vocal critic of Saddam Hussein's regime.In Finland for much of his literary career, his collection of stories not only explores
the experiences of Iragi expatriates, but also makes sense to make stories immersed in the war itself. Some stories are stuck among those who judge and defend those who have left and then refuse to return. Whether Or not Brushum writes about war itself or many ripple effects, he brings a sardonic sensibility to his
story, parodying the language of bureaucracy and always pointing to violence common to both order and chaos. This is essential reading for those who want to understand both war and ongoing attempts to handle conflict through literature, and a necessary complement to the wide array of fiction by American veterans
released over the past few years. — Molly Odinz, CrimeReads Associate Editor Dote Norse and Karate Chop 2014 Karate Chop were the first Dole Norse books available to English-speaking countries (translated from Danish). When | was my internship supervisor in 2014, it was pushed into my hands by the wonderful
Julie Buntine (author of Malena). She told me it was the perfect gem in the collection and | was going to love it. Boy Oh boy she was right! karate chops are a compact powerhouse with 15 pitch stories (a few pages or less) that pull back the curtain on everyday life to reveal something much weirder and more sinister.
(Some notable examples: a man compulsively falls into the online rabbit hole of a female serial killer after his wife sleeps; two hunters agree to kill each other's dogs in their quest for male friendship. | can go on! writes Dors Norse with such dry, biting specificity. The tone of her facts will make you trust her. And she pulls
the rug out from under you in the best way! (A story about a hunter hatching a plan to kill a dog? But in the story of Dote Norse, you have to tangle in this amazing way. Just surrender to logic. In many ways, this is a collection about how we can't connect with each other and the mental and emotional acrobatics we join to
avoid being hurt. — Katie Yee, Bookmarks Assistant Editor Phil Clay, Redeacle 2014 Redailion is a classic exploration of the veteran's experience of going back and forth between a story immersed in a moment of trauma and an experience of immersion returning to the world of time after the chaos of war - my favorite
story in the collection is with a college veteran of the Gl Bill(And he, in turn, feels threatened by anyone). Their attempts to understand each other are among the best dialogue sequences I've ever encountered, and while some stories accept the dark comedy bleecker message of error and bureaucracy that is war, it is a
symbol of the larger message of humanistic books. The conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan have dubious honors long enough for a whole generation to return home, enroll in the MFA program and publish novels en masse as the war continues. If fiction is the first step in handling trauma, then there is probably too much
suffering in the world to wait for things to end before we start our heads, or perhaps even write a book about it. — Molly Odintz, CrimeReads Associate Editor Amelia Gray, in my previous life as a Gutshot 2015 bookstore, this is walking around the story with quiet whispers and bat breaths, heavily paged, softly
recommended in a short pasching state between helping our customers, waiting for us to yawn and the store to close. The soundtrack of Muzak Radio, or the boom of nearby construction and the hard-to-die stillness of the children's section in the middle of the week. You have to read this, we told each other. Starting with
a story along the way, we ordered our friends and colleagues. Don't talk to me until you've finished reading it, we've made mock warnings to people who showed up on the fence about the finish. In a sea of collections, what makes it so special that each does its best to capture some kind of Zeitgeist with enough beautiful
writing to ensure that the times that the content defines are remembered? Immersed in sex, the violence of everyday life full of magic. Perhaps given the de facto way her characters accept their bloody, seductive fate, | need to explain her as Angela Carter meets Etgar Kellett. If art is meant to comfort turbulence and
disturb comfort, Amelia Gray's gutshot is certainly a very high art. — Molly Odinz, CrimeReads Associate Editor Kelly Link, Get In Trouble 2015 I'm literally here for every kelly link writes (have you heard she's writing novels?—after all, she's a fairytale archetype, horror trollope, pop culture reference, It is an official genius
that combines surrealist plays. | know, this is not unusualOnce there was, Link is an Irealist of OG short stories, and she is also the best. People who haven't read Kelly Link can't really understand that they need Kelly Link in their lives, but they do. This is part of the reason | always consider her work a secret, and | try to
copy it, which only my friends know, mention and pass each other, and is a kind of shiboles for certain types of writers. But when | think of this, I'm wrong: Not only did Link win MacArthur, but her latest collection, Get in Trouble, was a Pulitzer Prize finalist and widely well reviewed. The secret went out. And, well, I'm fine
because (most) people want to be happy. Like all link collections, Get In Double is full of classics: all murderers, no fillers, as children - maybe once, once, before. New Boyfriend is like something out of Grimm's My So-Called Life, Summer People is a mystical, atmospheric masterpiece, and Valley of the Girls is a story |
don't fully understand and never do, but | read again every year and think about all the time. Emily Temple, senior editor Kirstin Valdez Quaed and Fiesta 2015 Kirstin Valdez Quade's debut collection, Night at Fiesta, appeared nearly five years ago in early 2015 and is safe to say that they managed in their first reading to
broaden the concept of American literary fiction. , and the types of stories that can be told and what should be told. Then, especially back to his internal organs, he only confirmed the feeling that Valdez Quaed is one of the most talented storytellers in the job today, especially since driving Five Wounds and the ghostly
Nemesia. New Mexico is the setting for her work- landscape, culture, family - and the majority of the stories center on people dealing with the weight of everyday life, spiritual efforts, and the deep and complex connections that bind them together. In The Five Wounds, one reproduces the passion of Christ. In Nemesia,
two girls consider a dark family legacy. Throughout the collection, the strange textures of sin, blood and relationships happen over and over again. The stories are intense, finely observed works of realism, but they pulsate with enhanced reality, a special kind of energy that seems to allow for another plane of possibility.
Religious sentiment in short. It is rare to find such power or preconceptions in modern fiction. When you do, it's a reminder of the kind of community calculations we're working on when we describe our stories, our families, our past, why we tell stories in the first place. — Dwyer Murphy, CrimeReads Editor-in-Chief Adam
Johnson, Fortune Smiles (2015) A little puzzled as to why more people aren't reading thisOr, if they have, why does it seem to have disappeared from the best book of conversation in the 21st century (despite winning the National Book Award for Fiction even five years ago). Johnson's revelry reception with the son of
Orphan Master, a grim absurd novel that won him a Pulitzer Prize three years ago, may have helped drown out his quiet follow-up. Perhaps it's because of the book's hilarious cast of characters, including an obnotable sympathetic child-child addict, an unrepentant former Stasi prison guard, a young mother with cancer, a
pair of North Korean defectors, holograms of the recently assassinated US president, and a woman with advanced Guillain-Barre syndrome. Or maybe it's that every one of the six long stories - dark, disturbing, and uneasy about their subtle infusion of tenderness - doesn't disappear into the reader's consciousness but
rarely leave a fun mark. As Lauren Groff wrote in a New York Times review: Each of these stories plants a small bomb in the reader's head. Life after reading Fortune Smiles is a series of small outbursts in which readers recognize Adam Johnson's gentle, dark world for themself. This is not an uplifting collection. It
becomes an illegal chuckle only as a means of further devastation. It doesn't make you feel good about yourself about technology, about your ability to successfully navigate the random cruelty of life. But it's exhilarating. It will take a breath from your lungs. Dan Sheehan, Bookmark editor Steven Milhauser, Voice of the
Night 2015 I've never understood why Steven Milhauser doesn't read more widely (at least in the US, he seems to make sense because the French tend to understand that they are finer). It may be because his 1997 Pulitzer Prize-winning Most Famous book, Martin Dressler, isn't his funniest. Listen, | love Milhauser and
| can easily imagine someone reading Martin Dressler and thinking hmmm, okay and forgetting all of him forever. But no one should do this. Millhauser's story, on the other hand, is as if Raymond Carver had developed things for ghosts and girls dying of laughter, because it's great, weird, stable and fantastical at once.
This latest collection includes some of my favorite stories in Milhauser's long career, including the opener Miracle Polish that | don't describe, but it tells me that | regularly go back to it. If it's more frustrating than intriguing, at the beginning of We Others, Millhauser's collection of new selected stories from 2011 (which,
unsurprisingly, will be considered for this list) asks, What makes the story worse, better, better, or better?you can explain and understand the point, but only to the point. The enchanting ones are mysterious and never known. | prefer to leave it. So I'll leave it to this: these stories are better than good. The writings of Emily
Temple, senior editor Helen Oyemi and What Not Yours 2016 Helen Oyemi are interwoven with imagination, complexity and the kind of fierce intelligence that has always been thoroughly amused and captivated by what she writes. In her collection, Oyeyemi showcases this talent by planting keys, hidden rooms, dolls,
ghosts, magical libraries and secret gardens that readers follow, in the hope that they will lead to answers. Admirably, equal to Oyemi's desire for adventure is her commitment to achieving the truth. It recalls storytellers such as Angela Carter, Ursula Le Guin and Jorge Luis Borges. But a reader and Oyemi's toy with titles
like If the book is locked, don't you think there's probably a good reason for it? Later, she indented that agony, like the story This Is Your Blood So Red, and the narrator observed the character at a party and said, You had a line of fairy lights around your neck. | went through with an understanding of how it would be
comforting, the narrator continues, sometimes | dream of falling, not more horrible than boring, | just fall and fall until | get sick of it, but then my nose stops me short and at least | don't think I'll fall anymore. The signature of Oyeyemi's creative talent is that she can start the story from somewhere, drag the reader by hand
and suddenly drop them into uncharted territory. Each story is immersive, it's a perfect universe, and it's a perfect universe in itself, so yours isn't yours deserves a place on this list. Each story flaunts a whole cast of diverse characters that mimic life among the many comings and goings of people. It just delves into
historical moments like Spanish Saint's Day, Book Day and Roses, and tells the ambiguous stories of the characters affected by this moment. Curiosity may launch Oyeyemi's story, but the ultimate joy of it is all of the connections forged under unforeseen circumstances by moments of pure synchronicity. — Eleni
Theodoros, editorial companion Samantha Hunt, Dark Dark 2017 This is Samantha Hunt's first collection of short stories, but her fourth book. She's an eccentric, imaginative creator and outspoken storyteller who often presents a slightly fantastical, vaguely supernatural scenario in a frank, non-blinking way. She can
make the farthest ideas look very real. Dark dark dials down this trend. The most common sites of magic in these stories are:The female body she points out always has the power to transform itself, make a life and kill a part of herself, and can turn a woman into an endless new version of herself. Dark Dark is mainly
about women and about fear, loneliness, being a parent, losing a parent, becoming someone else, recognizing that you are losing yourself. Despite the literal lack of magic, these stories are still creepy, still creepy, yet, dreamy, when they need to be. — Olivia Lutigliano, CrimeReads Editorial Fellow * Honorary Award
Winner Because the choice of other books we seriously considered about both lists is extra about it (and because it's hard to make a decision). Daniel Evans, Before Choking Your Own Fool's Self (2010) - Brad Watson, The Heyday of Life Alien (2010) - Patricia Engel, Vida (2010) - Don Derryjo, Angel Esmeralda (2011) -
Charles Baxter, Griffon (2011) - Colm Toibin, Empty Family (2011) Kang Shwei, tr. Karen Gernant, Vertical Motion (2011) - Jamie Quattro, | Want to Show You More (2013) - Amy Bender, Color Master (2013) - Susan Steinberg, Spectacle (2013) - Rebecca Lee, Bobcat (2013) - Ramona Ausbel Guide to Born (2013)
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