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When considering the characteristics of a memoir, the style of the story must be the first consideration. Memoirs are almost exclusively written from a first-person point of view. This means that it comes from a unique pronoun perspective. The story comes from the story of me instead of you or us. Here are some additional qualities to consider when
composing a memoir.#1. It has a specific focus. Memoirs can focus on virtually anything. Many tend to focus on specific relationships or events that have happened, but there really is no rule that needs to be followed here. As long as the significance of the event or the relationship under discussion is clearly communicated so that there is a general impression
that most readers will get, then a special focus will have been achieved.#2. It makes the subject come alive. When someone reads a memoir, they should be able to feel that they personally know the author. It should be personal and compelling in nature, containing important details that can only come from the author's perspective. Instead of awkward small
talk between strangers, the story should be more like a comfortable story that a spouse would tell their significant other.#3. There must be an ABC story arc. Memoirs must be more than just a collection of random memories. There must be a certain narrative arc to them, with an overarching purpose that the reader can understand. The easiest way to do this
is to follow the ABC design of storytelling. A is the introduction. It tells the reader what to expect from the story. B is the body of history, where all the details promised in the introduction are realized. C is the conclusion, wrapping up everything on offer before to a package that is nice and neat. [bctt tweet=Memoirs need to be more than just a collection of
random memories. #writetip username=]#4. Memoirs are often limited in nature. A memoir is not a complete chronology of a life – it's what an autobiography is for. Memoirs are about specific snapshots in time that have lessons offered to the reader. They are very descriptive as well, transporting the reader directly into every memory or story as if they are
really there, experiencing the events on a firsthand basis.#5. History is more important to 100% accuracy. The advantage of telling a memoir is that the story comes from the author's personal perspective. Two people can see an event unfold and remember it in two very different ways. That's why the details of a memoir, though important, don't need to be
entirely accurate in order to be effective. The goal here is to give the reader a personal perspective instead of a history lesson.#6. The writing of a memoir is intentional in nature. A memoir should contain zero unnecessary information. If you write a memoir about how you came to be a writer, talking about how much you love to walk your dogs and play
Pokemon Go won't make a lot of sense. On the other hand, if you walk your dog and play Pokemon Go as a way to develop ideas and contours as a writer, then it would make sense to include that in your memoirs – as long as the emphasis is on writing and not what's in your Pokedex.#7. Dialogue should be natural rather than journalistic. This can be the
hardest property to get right when creating a memoir. There is a desire to get the details correct for the memory, so the story feels more like a newspaper article when reading a conversation. Try to focus more on the thoughts and feelings that happened during the dialogue, stay away from adverbs whenever possible, for best results. Readers will not know
the difference between dialogue that is entirely accurate or mostly accurate unless they witnessed the conversation discussed.#8. Memoirs are slow. Many stories need action to keep them moving. That's not necessarily the case with a memoir. The goal here is more about information transmission as entertainment than explosions and death-defying
circumstances. If the reader can live every memory in the moment that the author experienced it, then it is a successful memoir. The characteristics of a memoir involve storytelling instead of chronology, invitations instead of lectures, and occasional glimpses instead of long segments of history. Keep these in mind when writing a memoir and you will find that
it will be much easier to create a story that readers will find to be meaningful. QUALITIES OF AN EFFECTIVE MEMOIR The voice is first-person singular: I, not us, one, or you. The memoir is the main character, someone for the readers to be in the story. The author's thoughts and feelings, reactions and reflections, are revealed. There is enough context -
background information - to understand the events of the story. The context is woven into the story. A reader can imagine the action - can see what is happening. A reader can depict the setting - where and when the memoir takes place. A reader can imagine the relationships between the characters. The dialogue sounds like these people are talking, both
what they would say and how they would say it: Boy, you're going to be sad versus you're going to be sad. The site is slowed down so that a reader can get into the story and live it, moment to moment, with the characters. There is no unnecessary information: the author omits what a reader doesn't need to know. Management invites a reader into the world
of memory. The conclusion is intentional: it represents an author's decision on hoe to leave his readers. The author does not act as a reporter: writing is subjective, the author's truth. The author invents details that fit with it memory and the theme or purpose. The memoir sounds and feels like literature and not reportage. The reader learns something about life
by reading about a life. MEMOIR:S CHARACTERISTICS: It focuses and reflects on the relationship between the author and a particular person, place, animal or object. That explains the importance of the relationship. It leaves the reader with an impression of the subject of the memoir. It is limited to a specific phase, time period, location, or recurring
behavior to fully develop focus. It brings the subject of the memoir to life. It maintains a first person point of view. Memoirs have an introduction with an attention grabbing opening. They contain details that set the scene They move into personal conversations [anecdotes] They include emotions and emotions. Memoirs include a flashback or background
information Event 1- The main action in memory and the rich details and thoughts that were drummed up. Event 2-next thing that happened- details and emotions Event 3- minor details that you want the reader to know Later Events Conclusion-Significance of the experience. Show an example here. Ms. Tabor's Class ideas. Slideshare uses cookies to
improve functionality and performance, and to provide you with relevant advertising. If you continue browsing the website, you agree to the use of cookies on this website. See our user agreement and privacy policy. Slideshare uses cookies to improve functionality and performance, and to provide you with relevant advertising. If you continue browsing the
website, you agree to the use of cookies on this website. See our privacy policy and user agreement for details. 06 Saturday Christmas 2019 Posted by rachaelhanel in Books, Creativity, Writing ≈ 1 Comment I have a lot of writing-guide books, all with many definitions of memoirs. I'll just work from the top of my head here, letting my own experience as a
writer and reader inform my definition. For a work to be considered a memoir, it needs... To be true. Memoirs are true stories. Now there is a lot of debate in nonfiction circles (and life in general) about what constitutes the truth. If you think an event happened in a way, and a relative thinks it happened in a different way, who's right? What's the truth? In that
case, what the author considers to be the truth is the truth. I am of the opinion that everything that can be verified should be, but not all memoirs subscribe to it. I don't think you should consciously come up with anything. You can know the truth, and then choose to report something else and still call it memoirs. A focus. A hodgepodge of unrelated anecdotes,
or a litany of life events from birth to today, is not a memoir. It's autobiography. A memoir must focus on a specific theme or time period. That's why coming-of-age stories are perfect for memoirs, of traveling abroad, or the few months after a major life event such as a loved one's death, accident, divorce, etc. Look at published memoirs and you'll see what I
mean. A transformation. Something has to change, otherwise why will people read it? This ties close to the second point. Large events tend to produce a transformation. But the change does not have to be huge or outwardly noticeable. It can be quiet, as simple as a change in a thought process. You can see this transformation beautifully in Tara Westover's
Educated. She sits in her college classroom, learning about events she had never heard of, and you can almost see the light go off in her head as she questions how she grew up. * An inner history that ties to something universal. Memoirs can't be all scene, it can't be all stories. What does it all mean? That's the tricky part to catch. Westover has a dramatic
story for sure, and many, many, incredible scenes. But even she pulls it all together, telling readers what it meant to get an education at the age of 17 when she had never stepped foot in a school before. From here I was able to dive deeper and come up with other qualities as well. But these four qualities are important considerations and must always be
present. If someone has just started writing memoirs, these four properties will get them off to a good start. * If you write personal stories and memories, but you do not have a conversion, which can be written as an essay. I will save that explanation for another blog post.
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