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Washington D. C was set to visit a school for eighth-grade mentor public schools students and ready to go. Students were excited, bags were packed, a lot of money was given. But on Tuesday — the day before the trip — Discovery Tours, contracted by the school district to handle the company trip, canceled. What is 511 students
multiplied by $455 each? It's paid $232,505. Discovery Tourism patrons told Public Schools it canceled the trip because the company was unable to obtain final confirmation for the hotel room. The school district said it contacted the hotel itself to get more information. We were told by hotel management that, under advice from the hotel's
legal counsel, what they could disclose to us is this: Discovery Tour was unable to meet contractual obligations, Superintendent Bill Porter wrote in a letter to parents. However, the school district said Discovery Tours told them otherwise. But the superintendent said even though the district was able to secure hotel rooms, it would not feel
comfortable handing over the trip company with its students. I'm sure you're feeling angry because you read it, because we've all got the news late this afternoon, Porter wrote. We know that this is an educational experience students look forward to for years before 8th grade that is being taken from them for no apparent reason. Porter
said the middle school principal will discuss the situation by bringing together all eighth gradth students on Wednesday, and the school will be in session as usual. Parents leaving their children at Memorial Middle School are still very disappointed. One told us that she still wants her daughter D. C @WEWS pic.twitter.com/6ygfGKLZwk —
Sarah Finney (@sarahphinneytv) May 2, 2018 Mentor Public Schools said she is also working to address the financial implications of cancellations. The letter says: Refunds for travel are undoubtedly on everyone's mind and at the moment, we do not yet have a full explanation, but I can assure you, we will work diligently to secure
compensation. Discovery Tourism News 5 released the following statement: Discovery Tours was told by the Hyatt Regency Dulles Hotel yesterday afternoon that it will not honor its contract with Discovery Tours to provide rooms on May 1 and May 2.  Discovery Tours believes Hyatt's behaviour is inappropriate and inappropriate as it was
paid 100% of the money invoiced by Hyatt for visiting mentor schools as of April 24, 2018.  Hyatt then sent a revised bill seeking additional funding on April 27 which Discovery Tours paid by credit card on April 30.  Hyatt then refused to accept that credit card payment and insisted it was entitled to keep more than $34,000.00 of Discovery
Tour funds as liquidation damages.   Discovery Tours is consulting with a lawyer to determine whether litigation Be taken up to deal with this situation. At what time are the students returning from DDMS? All students are expected to be in DDMS on Monday, June 4, no later than 5:45 AM. We d. C has a very tight schedule and should be
on the road immediately. Our return time for DDMS on Tuesday, June 5 is more uncertain due to traffic. The goal is to return between 9:00-10:00 p.m. When we are close, we will have student text/call parents. What dining areas are covered by travel costs? Students are expected to bring their lunch on Monday, June 4. All other meals
(Monday dinner, Tuesday breakfast, Tuesday lunch, and Tuesday dinner) are covered by area travel costs. Students can bring extra snacks. What are the group sizes for field trips? We want to ensure that all students are well monitored and protected. For this reason, each student will be assigned a group with a total of four to six
students. Each group will have a WCPSS-approved chaperone or a DDMS staff member. For most field trips, the whole bus travels together and all students will have many adult eyes. What is the itinerary for Field Trip? There are three different itineraries, but all students will all visit the same places. All students will experience the
following: White House (outside); African American History and Smithsonian Museum; Lincoln, Vietnam, Korea, WWII, MLK, Lincoln, FDR, and Pentagon Memorial; and Arlington National Cemetery.    What details can be shared about the hotel's expectations? When we arrive at the hotel on Monday night, all students will be given room
keys and will be provided with 30-45 minutes to settle in their assigned rooms. While we cannot guarantee that boys and girls are not on the same floor, we can assure you that they will be on different sections of the floor. DDMS staff members will complete room checks and then tape students in their rooms (before waking up to the tape
that is broken by the door will notify us that students left their rooms). There will be full-time security guards on duty who will patrol the hall. We will not release the name of the hotel before we arrive. What behavioral expectations will be shared with my child (ren)? Ddms staff will meet with all students participating in the field trip on Friday,
May 25. At this time, we will remind the students of the behavioral contract they signed earlier in the year. What (es) do my baby (ren) need to pack for field travel? Please see the student packing list attached here. A copy of the same will be provided to the students at the friday, May 25 meeting. At present, the students will also get their
T-shirts. Any unanswered questions? Please e-mail Mr Gore on jgore@wcpss.net. Good afternoon DC trip parents, wow, I can't believe we are just days away from our big trip to D.C.   Some questions arose in the last few days and we want to share them Pool access: - As we explained to students early last month, there's not a whole lot
of time for kids to swim and we're checking to see if access to a lifeguard will present an issue.  On Monday we tell the kids to bring a bikini in case we'll have access to the pool.   Night routine:-- When students return to the hotel for the night, we will demand light from half an hour to forty-five minutes after returning to the hotel.   -This will
require students to take night medicines to see the nurse before going to sleep.   Chaperone Rooms: --Chaperone rooms will spread across each floor. (Girls' floors and boys' floors) - Chaperone rooms will be clearly marked with painter tape with letter C - the nurse's room will be clearly marked with painter tape in the shape of a cross (TV
show M.A.S.H.)   The money -- in addition to Tuesday's lunches, students won't have to pay for any food/food -- you can send your student with money to spend, but I'll be careful to send more than $40/50 dollars.   -- The more money students have, the more likely that money could be lost/wrong!   Below is a set of directions that will help
you prepare your child for our departure on Tuesday, June 5.  The instructions will also be handed over to the students on Monday afternoon.  If you have any further questions please feel free to email Karen Reid or Kevin Murphy. Tuesday morning checklist Departing Tuesday morning please arrive at middle school at 5:30 a.m.
Attendance Table baggage contract drop report (if you haven't done so already). Find out which bus you're in. Leave any medication with nurse Reid. Find the bus group in the wooden gym. When the buses arrive, all the luggage will be loaded and placed in storage compartments below the seating level.   Busses will be going at 6:00 a.m.
to donate water if you just want to donate a gallon of water for the trip down and back, please leave it in front of the middle school entrance. A teacher will be deployed outside to collect donations Tuesday morning in what to bring on just breakfast: no foods containing peanuts, tree nuts, or foods processed in a facility containing nuts.
Refillable water bottle Sweatshirt or light jacket (for air conditioned bus) small bag or small bag DVD please type your name on DVD case (or DVD itself) item camera magazine(s) or book(s) card electronic device's travel board game deck that does not connect internet bracelet and string Bags students will need to get a string bag on a
bracelet and bus bracelet to be worn at all the time string bags will be worn during Tuesday lunch We will be stopped at a travel plaza to buy lunch Tuesday afternoon please send your students with money remember as they will be responsible for your buying Lunch. Friday, June 8 we plan to come back to middle school around 6:30 p.m.
if we get caught up in traffic (which is very likely:) Please be checking your email as Kathy McMahon will be sending travel updates throughout the late afternoon/afternoon. Once we arrive back, please remember to take all the medications for Jane Reid.    Thank you for all the support and we are looking forward to a great trip with a great
group of students, Karen Reid and Kevin Murphy's good afternoon DC trip parents, wow, I can't believe we're just days away from our big trip to DC.   Some questions arose in the last few days and we want to share them with you. Pool access: - As we explained to students early last month, there's not a whole lot of time for kids to swim
and we're checking to see if access to a lifeguard will present an issue.  On Monday we tell the kids to bring a bikini in case we'll have access to the pool.   Night routine:-- When students return to the hotel for the night, we will demand light from half an hour to forty-five minutes after returning to the hotel.   -This will require students to take
night medicines to see the nurse before going to sleep.   Chaperone Rooms: --Chaperone rooms will spread across each floor. (Girls' floors and boys' floors) - Chaperone rooms will be clearly marked with painter tape with letter C - the nurse's room will be clearly marked with painter tape in the shape of a cross (TV show M.A.S.H.)   The
money -- in addition to Tuesday's lunches, students won't have to pay for any food/food -- you can send your student with money to spend, but I'll be careful to send more than $40/50 dollars.   -- The more money students have, the more likely that money could be lost/wrong!   Below is a set of directions that will help you prepare your
child for our departure on Tuesday, June 5.  The instructions will also be handed over to the students on Monday afternoon.  If you have any further questions please feel free to email Karen Reid or Kevin Murphy. Tuesday morning checklist Departing Tuesday morning please arrive at middle school at 5:30 a.m. Attendance Table
baggage contract drop report (if you haven't done so already). Find out which bus you're in. Leave any medication with nurse Reid. Find the bus group in the wooden gym. When the buses arrive, all the luggage will be loaded and placed in storage compartments below the seating level.   Busses will be going at 6:00 a.m. to donate water if
you just want to donate a gallon of water for the trip down and back, please leave it in front of the middle school entrance. A teacher will be deployed outside to collect donations Tuesday morning on what to bring on just breakfast: no foods containing peanuts, tree nuts, or foods processed in a facility Crazy. Refillable water bottle
Sweatshirt or light jacket (for air conditioned bus) small bag or small bag DVD please type your name on DVD case (or DVD only) item camera magazine(s) or book(s) card electronic device's travel board game deck suggested that does not connect to internet bracelet and string bag students To get a string bag on a bracelet and bus
bracelet will need to be worn at all times string bags will be worn during Tuesday lunch we will stop at a travel plaza to buy lunch Tuesday afternoon please send your students with money to remember as they will be responsible for buying their lunch. Friday, June 8 we plan to come back to middle school around 6:30 p.m. if we get caught
up in traffic (which is very likely:) Please be checking your email as Kathy McMahon will be sending travel updates throughout the late afternoon/afternoon. Once we arrive back, please remember to take all the medications for Jane Reid.    Thank you for all the support and we are looking forward to a great journey with a great group of
students, Karen Reid and Kevin Murphy Murphy
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