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Mrs Funnybones for the size of a pea, but he ducked at the right time and escaped, miraculously wounded. SheisapopularcolumnistandaregularcontributortotheTimesofindiaandDNAAfterHrs.Currently, sheisintheprocessofcreatinglamejokeslike, WhydoallHinduboysworship their mother? Because of their
religion they told them to worship cows. He firmly wants lifeissacredexceptlaughter. FormyDadForewordFirst first thing, am | exactly like the woman in the book that you will read? Notentirely, sheisslightlylazier, abitmorehigh-strungandherjokesarealotfunnierthanmine.
Inwritingherandthecharactersaroundher,lhavethrowninafewfacts,alittlefiction,afewdecayingbraincellsandacoupleofoldbonesintomybrewingcauldronofwords. ItallstartedwithSaritaTanwaraskingmeifl will write amorousweeklycolumnforher newspaper. His exact words are: You crack daft jokes all the time and
you read clearly, lamsureyoucanwrite.l triedtellingherthatmillionsofpeoplewatchcricketall thetimebutldoubtif theycanplay,butsheinterruptedmebysayingthatishouldwriteapieceandthenweshallsee.What do | really know about writing? Memories of the book were half written in my teens; this, along with morbid
poetry files, all focusing on death and maggots, is myentirewritingexperience. Butlhavealways faced a culiarway oflookingatlife, andmygoaltoamusemyselfoftenendedupamusingothersaswell. Inmyopinion,
growingolderisallaboutlearningandpassingiton,insteadthereisnoreasonforbiologicalevolutiontokeepusaliveafterourreproductiveyearsareover. Aclearerviewoflifeisprobablytheonlysilverliningtohavingtohoistyourboobsoveryourshoulderandgettingto
thepointwherenotonlydoyouhaveeyebags,butevenyoureyebagsbegintosag. So, having fulfilled my function to ensure that India's population continues to explode, and beforedementiasetsin,ldecidedtositdown, openmylaptopandstartmyfirstcolumn, yangledtoalmostahundredcolumns,
andthenitetallybroughtmerighthere,tothisverybook. Now, this isthetimetoturnthepageanddiveintoMrsFunnybones (books, youtwits,notme!). Starring you know who's leading the main, then of course, the man of the house, theeccentric mother, two pretty weird kids, and cameos by stubborn canines,
anehneighbours, Parsielectriciansandevenamoviestarortwo.Welcometomyworld... A:Amlanlidiot?

8a.m.: Theprodigalson,thebabyandlarewildlyandcingtoAllaboutthatbass,asongthatprimarilydealswiththeconceptthatabigbacksideisinfinitelybetter,andsincethebabycanalsojustaboutwarblethroughthechorus,thisisimmediatelydeclaredourfavourites. TheradioplaysonandthereisthenotoriousAnacondasongagain
about having booty, and when the baby starts trying to mouth, Oh my God, look at his ass, anobservationthatmaynotgodownsowellwithherplayschool teacher, Ihastilyswitch themusicoff.9 a.m.: Trying to check my email, | get me and boom there it is:#breaktheinternet and pictures of Kim Kardashian pouring
champagne while balancing digress a little, before the world even knew Kimmy existed, we had the famouschoreographerSarojKhanwhocouldcerlybalanceatrayandacupofteaonherbottomifshetried, notthatsheeverdid.
Sheusedthatbittoswaygloriouslyandteachotherstodothesame.Justlikeourpoliticians,lambringingthisuptoprovethatanythinganyonecando,welndianscouldhaveorhavedoneitearlierandbetter.Aslamformulatingtherestofmypatrioticspeech,lhearthemanofthehousesay,Can you shut up for just five minutes? And |
realized that | really had spoken out loud whilehunchedovermyiPad.Blimey ... 11 a.m.: Sitting in front of my computer and drinking coffee, | saw an email from my account stating, DearMadam,My sister is very dangerous. | want to galvanization. Give me the tranquilizers, please! Happy day,
SrinivasanHmm . . . Either her sister is a serial killer and she has decided to cut it in half or as Iquicklyfigure (with herhelpofastrongswigofcoffee), heissayingthathissisterissick andhewantstoseeher. Isendhimanemailback informshimthatsince this ishisnineteenthrelative ingravedanger,
heneedstoeitherconsultatantrictoremoveacurseonhisfamilyortosimplystoplyingtotakeextradaysoff. Ishutmycomputerandhurriedlygetreadytoreachtheoffice.4p.m.:l amatthestoreandwearelaunchingournewcollection wheninoticethatinstead ofdealingwithacustomerwhowillhopefullyspendallherhusbandshard-
earnedmoneyonmybeautiful, gold-embossedcandles,mysalesgirlisfastasleepatherdesk. Itentativelywipedroolfrom thecashregisterandgiveherasharpnudge.Sheyelpsawakeandthengivesmeher sorry for lack of sleep because of her husband's daily sonor and torture. Blimey... you're not going to be
7.45p.m.:Motherhascomeover foracupof tea, andaswearechatting, theprodigal sonrunsintotheroomandyellsthatheneedobuyabookurgentlyforurhisEnglishassignment.Crosswordisthenearestbookstore,sowequicklydecidetogothere. Igrabmybagwithonehand, lug the baby with the others and hastily askmom to
drop us off at the store while instructing the guard to reach your informant to reach the Crossword in twenty minutes.m ":Weareatthebookstoreandltelltheprodigalson,Hey, letsgotothataisle,Ineedsomepensandicanseesomemarkerpensthere.Andthebabyimmediatelychirps,Wherepens? Show!
Sheisatsuchapreciousage;curious about everything. WebuytwobooksonpoetryfortheprodigalsonandaDorastickerbookforthebabyandheadout.Standingonthedarkpavement,lamscanningthestreetformycartonoavail.ltrycallingthe driver but the number is out of reach, and after fifteen minutes staring at
bypassers-bywiththebabys squirminginmyarmmes, theprodigalsonsaysthatheseesarickshaw. Thebabysqueaks, Where is it?

Showme!8.30p.m.:Theprodigalsonhailstherickshawandweallclamberin. Thisisthebabysfirstrideinarickshawandsheisratherthrilled.Wethenturnintothelongprivateroadthatleadstoourbuildingwhen rickshawdriver suddenly says, Madam, fell open and before | could protest, he continued, Arrey, hesmarried
toRajesh toRajesh daughters, na, and Dimple Kapadia were there but her daughter didn't have it with her; especiallynowthatsheistheonlyheir. SothisAkshayandhisfamilyhaveallmovedtothatbighouseinBandra.Bemusedwiththenonsensethismoronicmanisspouting,lsay, Really? And how are you going to know
that? Patcomes theanswer, Madam, rickshawchalatahun, sabpatahain. (Werickshawdriversknoweverything.) Theprodigalsonstartslaughinghystericallyaslstruggletopulloutmyfareofseventeenrupees, andwerunupthestairstoourhouse.
Themanofthehouseissprawledonthecouchandlbreathlessstartnarratingthewholesequence.Sofunny! Listen, na, apparentlyAkshayKumarusedtoliveherebutnowhelivesinBandraandhiswifehateshermotherand ... Theman from the house narrow eyes and exclaimed, Youwere headed in that direction
butnowyouhavegonecertifiablyinsane. What are you doing in the area? Thatsus, we are! Whoreferstotheirentirefamilyinthethirdperson?
Youarereallyanidiot.limmediatelycorrecthim.Thewordisnotidiotbutilleist.llleistisapersonwhotalksinthethirdperson,whereasanidiotjusttalks;thoughtheysoundsimilar,theycannotbeusedinplaceofeachother. Shrugging his shoulders and giving me a silly smile, he retorted, | don't knowwhat anilleistisbutlknowanot
whenlseeone.The baby immediately stopped playing with his tea set, looked up and said, Where are the idiots? Show! Blimey... you're not going to be B:Beware ofMommyDearestMymotherhasneverbeentheBand-Aiddispensing, cupcake-baking, check-on-homeworksortofmotherthatoneseesincommercials.
Sheisfunny, sometimeswacky, alittleeccentric and fallen man, and has consistently over the years found new and unique ways of toembarrassm, starting at birthwhen diadecided that the namingmeTwinkle is foolproofwayofmakingsurethatlwouldgetteasedthroughoutmylife,
haveimmigrationofficersatvariousairporteatmypassportandshakewithhystericallaughterandstrangersstalkmewithWhatsAppmessageslike, Twinkle, Twinkle,littlestar,Ihopeyougethitbyacar! Hereisashortlistofthethingsthatshehasdonetotraumatizemeatvariousstages.IAMTHIRTEEN: | studied in Panchgani and
have been selected to play in inter-school basketballmatch matches. Motherhascometoseethematch, asitisabigmomentinmylife. Inthemiddleofthematch, shestartsyelling of thestands, Tina! Tina! Youarethebest!landwhenlturnPage 2top 50 moms blogs to follow 1. Cute mom bone by twinkle khanna twinkle
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