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Libba great and formidable beauty Bray Gemma Doyle grew up in India, but after her mother commits suicide and her father becomes addicted to laudanum, she is sent to finishing school in England. This is Victorian England, so at Spence Academy Gemma will be instilled in grace, charm and beauty as she learns how to be a real wife,
mother and hostess. Virtue, virginity and avoiding scandals are of utmost importance so that the ladies of Spence Academy reach their greatest potential upon graduation: to achieve a good marriage. But Great and Terrible Beauty is a Gothic novel, which means there is less grace, charm and beauty than should be expected at the
Spence Academy. Instead, there are hidden secrets, dark rumors, strange disappearances and deaths, terrible servants and the eerie old East Wing that inexplicably burned down 20 years ago. And, most importantly, each of the girls we meet at Spence Academy has a kind of tragic past that makes her feel lonely and unloved. When
Gemma comes to school she discovers that two of the most popular girls, Felicity and Pippa, are mean and nasty and, although she first confronts them when she looks up to Ann, Gemma's feempy sninive roommate, the four girls are soon best friends when they discover gemma has access to worlds, a fantasy world in which they have
the power to realize their dreams. Predictably, girls learn that magic is hard to control and has a terrible cost. All in all, | enjoyed the great and terrible beauty as | recognized that it was not a great book. That's because | was listening to an audio version read by Josephine Bailey. Her voice is beautiful, and English accents have greatly
contributed to the Victorian feel. | believe I'd enjoy everything Josephine Bailey reads. Considering the real story, I'm having some problems with Big and Scary Beauty. The first is that, without exception, all teenage girls are unlikable. While Gemma isn't bad in itself, it's hard to think highly of her after choosing her friends. She may not
have had much to choose from, but we only meet a few students, so we don't know who else he could. It was hard to believe their shallow friendship and reminded me of the unpleasant and selfish girls in the 1988 film Heathers. | admit Gemma and Felicity are smart and funny. Although I didn't like them too much, their witty statements
often made me laugh. | understood and appreciated Libba Bray's rejection of the social seas of Victorian England - arranged marriages, priggish behaviour, dropped and powerless women, complete abdication to men - but | found it hard to believe that Gemma and her friends, as products of that culture (and enrolled in finishing school),
would be so enlightened. Their obsession with personal power is not Real. The fantastic element, which is perhaps the most important part of a fantasy novel, also didn't feel real or well thought out. The areas lacked consistent rules and lacked logic and coherence. In fact, | got the impression that Libba Bray wanted to write the story of
four tragic teenage girls at a Victorian boarding school who find power and that she cast magical things as a source of power, making this less a fantasy novel and more of a historical novel about girls being found. Ms. Bray's audio intercession seems to confirm my suspicions. All in all, The Great and Terrible Beauty is neither great nor
scary and will probably be quite fun for a teenage girl who loves Gothic novels and doesn't care about the questions I've asked here. | enjoyed the audio version despite my complaints, but | give Josephine Bailey a lot of credit for that. Gemma Doyle — (2003-2007) Young adult. In 1895, and after her mother's suicide, 16-year-old Gemma
Doyle was sent from a life she knew in India to Spence, a real boarding school in England. Lonely, burdened with guilt and prone to visions of the future that have an unpleasant habit of being realised, Gemma's reception there is daisy. To make matters worse, she was followed by a mysterious young Indian, a man sent to watch her. But
why? What's her destiny? And what will it lead to her tangling with Spence's most powerful girls—and their dwelling in the spirit world? SHARE: FOLLOW: If you plan to buy this book, you can support FanLit by clicking on the book cover above and buying (and anything else) on Amazon. It doesn't cost you anything extra, but Amazon pays
us a small referral fee. Click any book cover or link. We use this revenue to maintain the launch of the site. It pays web hosting, gift mail and tags and T-shirts. Thank you! Do you want more? Advanced installation details, examples and help! Bringc to tortor in lectus iaculis vulputate. Sed aliquam, urn ut sollicitudin molestie, lacus justo
aliquam mauris, interdum aliquam sapien you are not cursus mauris. Nunc hendrerit tortor vitae est placerat ut varius erat posuere. Duis ut nisl u mi eleifend faucibus egestas aliquet arcu. Nam id enim sapien. Nam interdum justo eget you are not pulvinar et condimentum orci bibendum. Integer elementum tempor libero sit amet iaculis.
Doc scelerisque, urn id tincidunt ultrices, you are nothing lacinia mi, at pellentesque enim mi eu felis. Nullam malesuada egestas tincidunt. Pellentesque nec risus dui. Fusce sed nibh eu went posuere semper. Etiam pulvinar, mi et molestie vestibulum, neque tellus pulvinar massa, vel varius nulla tellus at tortor. Sed on augue sit amet
ipsum viverra ullamcorper. Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus mus. The first book in The acclaimed New York Times, USA Today and Publishers Weekly best-selling Gemma Doyle trilogy, a thrilling and haunting saga by series creator The Diviners and Going Bovine.It's 1895, and after her
mother's suicide, 16-year-old Gemma Doyle was shipped from a life she knows in India to Spence, a corresponding boarding school in England. Lonely, burdened with guilt and prone to visions of the future that have an unpleasant habit of being realised, Gemma's reception there is daisy. To make matters worse, she was followed by a
mysterious young Indian, a man sent to watch her. But why? What's her destiny? And what will it lead to her tangling with Spence's most powerful girls—and their way into the spirit world? Delicious, elegant Gothic. PW, played Shivery with passion and terror. — Kirkus Reviews Compulsively readable. — VOYA A New York Times
Bestseller Publishers Weekly BestsellerA Book Sense BestsellerBBYA (ALA/YALSA Best Book for Young Adults)lowa High School Book AwardGarden State Teen Book AwardPennsylvania Young Reader's Choice Award Rebel Angels The Gemma Doyle Trilogy (Series) Book 2 Libba Bray By Josephine Bailey Narrator (2006) Rebel
Angels The Gemma Doyle Trilogy (Series) Book 2 Libba Bray Author (2007 ) Rebel Angels The Gemma Doyle Trilogy (Series) Book 2 Libba Bray Author (2010) Sweet Far Thing Gemma Doyle Trilogy (Series) Book 3 Libba Bray Author Joseph Bailey Narrator (2008) A conversation with Libba Bray about a great and terrible beautyq: From
the beginning you imagined Gemma as a heroine kicking the buttocks and taking names — all in corset and crinoline. What changed in character after you started writing the book? What's left the same? A: It's hard to believe, but | actually imagined gemma and the book to be a lot easier and funnier. yes, right, because dealing with
supernatural visions, secret societies and a lot of not-so-dead people is always a real riot of laughter, isn't it? Okey-dokey. Moving on... I've always seen Gemma as a sardonic, social commentator in the vein of Jane Austen's character, and | think that stayed the same. But as often happens during writing, the character took over, and |
found that Gemma was much more vulnerable and conflicted and infuriated and all those delicious things that make people human. And for that, I'm glad. Q: Gemma was admitted to the most powerful and recticest clique in Spence just for blackmail — she keeps a secret that could destroy Felicity's future. But as her friendships with
Felicity, Pippa and Ann develop, she begins to love and trust them. The only rule of the Order is that girls always have to tell each other the truth. Their friendship is ultimately as dangerous as it is passionate. As you wrote about Felicity, Pippa and Ann, did you have anyone you know in mind? A: Yes and no. | relied somewhat on my own
adolescent friendships, which were very powerful and important in my life. | felt pretty alienated from my family emotionally as a teenager, and those friendships were everything to me. But at some point, the characters take on a life of their own and become themselves, and you, the writer, are just together for the ride. For me, it's more
about remembering the dynamics of certain relationships and the feelings involved (How does it feel to be a new child? How come one day you're best friends and the next you're fighting like crazy? What's it like to stand on the precipice to do something that you know could get you in big trouble?) Instead of focusing on, say, when Felicity
says this, it reminds me exactly of my old friend So-and-so. This sense of revealing your characters and how they react is part of the joy of writing fiction for me. He teaches me about human nature, and that's what I'm always interested in. Q: Your story is rich in details of the Victorian period, but the characters feel real and immediate, as if
they were alive today. How did you get inside the heads of girls who lived more than a hundred years ago? A:Uh, well... | cheated. There's definitely an element of fusion cooking at work here. | wanted to have all the trappings of that era, which fascinates me. | wanted to have this feeling of girls before the dawn of the new century, girls
torn between two worlds in such a sense: adolescence and adulthood; sexual awakening and sexual innocence; nineteenth and twentieth centuries; they afforded their mothers and teachers and more daring lives that they themselves could live. But | wanted them to have universality for them, too; a kind of modernity of feelings. However,
while researching, reading the novels and correspondence of the time, | found that girls are girls, feelings are always feelings, whether it's 1895 or 2005. These feelings — the desire to be loved and understood, the fear of disappointment of others, longing and longing, fear and curiosity about the unknown — are timeless. The difficulties of
growing up in yourself are the same, in many ways. Q: Gemma and her friends feel invisible, as if they don't count in the world they live in. Referring to the qualities a man seeks in a woman, Gemma's brother, Tom, says: Above all, she should keep his name above the scandal and never draw attention to himself (p. 27). When Gemma
and her friends return power from worlds to the real world, they become literally invisible and are able to do things they couldn't do before. Gemma says, Oh, God, the great and terrible beauty of it (p. 334). This is a bit of a delicious irony. What did you mean by giving the book the title A Great and Terrible Wow, is this going to be on the
test? Was this on review? Who's even coming up with these questions? Okay, let me put the chips down and really think about this. | guess | thought having power was both a phenomenal and scary thing. It's awesome in that a man gets trust and freedom. But it is frightening that there are consequences, and the terms of this agreement
should be accepted. It's like Spider-Man says, with great power comes great responsibility. You can't have one without the other. Empowerment and choice: great, awful and beautiful. Talk to each other. Chips, anyone? Q: AGreatandTerribleBeauty.com, you mention that Kartik is based on the boy you once fell in love with. Does the real
Kartik know you wrote about him? A: Why, did he call you? Seriously, | have no idea. | haven't seen him since his waitressing days in Austin, Texas. It was the proverbial summer crush. Oooh, he was so cute! Kartik also shares qualities with another friend from my student days. He was half Indian, and we had a pretty passionate
friendship. We argued as much as we laughed. But there was a real meeting of minds, and it challenged me in some very good ways. Unfortunately, | lost touch with him, too. | keep hoping we can reconnect because | still owe him $250. You'd think you'd want to pick it up. Christopher, man - I'm good for it now! Q:What do you think of the
note chick lit? Would you categorize The Great and the Scary Beauty as a woman? A:Argh! Okay, here's the thing: | hate the term chick lit because it feels humiliating. No one calls John Updike and Philip Roth's work old white man on. Basically, male writing is not categorized and compartmentalized in this way beyond specific publishing
genres, i.e. mysteries, horrors, science fiction. | have the same problem when movies are called women's movies. It's a rejection; says that the topics often shown in women's novels and films and the perspective of female artists are somehow less than. | think that's what stuck in my craw about Jonathan Franzen (The Corrections)
belittling the Oprah show. | felt that what he was really saying was: Oh, she's the first first female writer of those, you know, 'female writers' and | don't want to be thrown in with them. Now, that said, can we please move away from this recent spate of navel-gazing, whining, shopping obsessed superficial novels in which guys are just
accessories like real shoes, and the deepest feelings are met by a kind of self-secret grumpiness on the part of a heroine? Puh-leeeze. Guys, | haven't marched in my teens for this shit. Okay, hinge done. go on. Q: In great and terrible beauty, there is a secret female society, red, whose job it is to preserve areas and transfer knowledge of
it, and a secret male society, Rakshana, whose is to prevent women from using the areas at all. Have you seen these battle groups in terms of men versus women? Do you believe there's a battle of the sexes today? A: Wow. That's a tough one. As | wrote Beauty, | thought a lot about how historically, governments, the medical
establishment and religion have sought to prevent women from having access to real power. Women who had some kind of power—midwives and herbalists, say—were viewed with distrust and even hunted and burned. | guess | saw Rakshana as any religious group that looks at women as others and wants to hold the sidings. But | don't
think any group in power, no matter who they are, wants to relinquish that authority. What do you guys you all get down to the second question, | think we've become a more polarized society in general, and it saddens me. | think what worries me about the battle of the sexes is a more social shift towards these rigid gender roles. You know
— flip on MTV and in most videos, guys adopt this macho pouring and women are all about sex and fashion. | don't think I've seen the cover of any recent youth-focused magazine that didn't include a scantily clad nymph staring at the camera, all wide-eyed and pouty-lipped, as if to say: God, that's all | know how to do. | wanted to get
dressed and have interests, but, you know, it was so hard to figure out how the straps worked on my bra. Snarl.It seems like there has to be more of a middle ground. I've always appreciated my male friends as much as my friends. We're different. We have different things to contribute, and that's great. We also need to be aware, as
women, that we often hold back. | often say that the most radical question a girl or woman can ask is what do | want? We're not conditioned to ask that. But just wondering if, knowing what you want, you can really go get it. Just knowing what you want you can stop waiting for other people to supply it to you, which only leads to frustration
and feelings of power in power. What you want is valid. It's what you care about that matters. Who you are, all this — not just beautiful qualities — is important. And if someone wants to photograph you for the cover of a big magazine wearing just a thong and an expression like you've got something in your eye, just tell them... Well, just say
no to Q: Ms. Moore says: There are no safe choices... Only other elections (p. 267). What does she mean by that? Will we see more of Miss Moore in the next book? A:l think that as a society we are very consumed by the idea of safety and security. It drives our economy. He's building our gated communities. But safety is an illusion.
There really isn't such a thing. | think everyone who lives in this world today. that, on some level. (That doesn't mean you should test this theory by jumping off a cliff or leaving without a seatbelt, okay? There's illusion and stupidity. Do not cross the line.) We want to know that we're making the right choice, money-back guaranteed choice.
The point is that each choice carries with it a sense of personal responsibility and responsibility and a degree of uncertainty. You have to live with it and get out of fear. You'll definitely see more of Moore in the second book. (More than Moore? Yikes.) Q: You've had a lot of jobs — waitress, nanny, burrito roller, to name a few. Do you
believe that these broad experiences have helped or hindered you on your journey toward becoming a published author? What advice would you give to aspiring writers? A: Every experience you've ever had as a human being on this planet—from the mundane to the absurd to the sublime—goes straight to the old writing bank. I like to use
them all. At least I'd like to think | can save some of those six months of soul-drying by saying: Do you want hot sauce or a side of queso with that? Thank you, passed, please. (I have long argued that everyone in this country should be forced to spend at least two years in the service industry. We could end up with a nation of people who
say please and thank you and advice twenty percent. But that's another story.) My advice to aspiring writers is pretty simple: (1) Read it all. Read what interests and drives you. Read what's challenging you. Read for pleasure. Read for the trade. Read instead of watching reality TV. Just read it. It could change your life. | know he's got
mine. (2) Live your life. Writing is all about that, anyway. And no one lives your life, sees things the way you see them, but you. You're unique, and it's a beautiful, beautiful thing, a sucker. (3) You can write about anything you want, just don't lie. (4) Have fun, for God's sake! It's not brain surgery. You're not going to kill anybody if you pick
the wrong words. You can only fix 'em later. Writing is power. You control it. You're able to say whatever you need to say, long say, must say. And it's an amazing feeling. Q: The last line of the novel is perhaps the most powerful: Because | want to see how far | can go before | have to stop. During the story, Gemma learns a lot about
herself. But he has yet to fully understand the role he will play for Red and the role he will play in his own life. Can you tell us about the journey Gemma will travel in Rebel Angels, a companion of The Great and The Terrible Beauty? A: | could tell you. But then I'd have to kill you. you, you.
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