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The invasion of tearling by Erika Johansen Warning: May contain mild spoilers for the previous book. At first glance, a mash-up between epic fantasy and futuristic dystopia just shouldn't work. It's as if someone has cherry-picked a bunch of best-selling ingredients and smuggled them all into a strange genre-bending cake. Even more disturbing is a
comparison made with Panem, Hogwarts and Westeros on the front page. But Erika Johansen manages to weave genres together successfully. In this second edition of THE QUEEN OF THE TEARLING trilogy, Kelsea Glynn (a name that will soon become as famous as Katniss Everdeen, with a major film franchise in the pipeline) faces the invasion of her
newly acquired kingdom, Tearling. With Mort's army (literally) sitting on her doorstep, thousands of displaced civilians, and an evil (but devastatingly handsome) revelation popping out of hers, Kelsea Glynn has had her work cut out for her. Although Kelsea managed to win the battle at the end of the previous novel, The Queen of the Tearling, she has, as
they say, not won the war. The Red Queen of Mort is now determined to exact revenge on tearling after Kelsea refused to continue sending Red Queen shipments of tributes chosen by lottery. Similarities to The Hunger Games aside, Erika Johansen actually manages to do something very original in these novels. While at first glance readers are apparently
appeared in a fantasy world of sword fights, riding and farming villages, it is revealed that this is actually a futuristic world. A dystopian America where women are lower class citizens and the rich live in gated communities, separated from the poor, existed before tearling. It's a fantastic concept. The technologically advanced future came before the sword-andsorcerers world. Now Kelsea, with the magical help of his sapphire necklaces, has the ability to see what happened before tearling. Lily, lily. Lily comes from pre-Crossing America - that's before the founders of Tearling sailed across the Atlantic to land on what is probably Europe. Lily lives under scrutiny by her overbearing husband who monitors her every
move. Kelsea sees the world through Lily's eyes, a world where all citizens are chipped, where women are not allowed to work. Lily is repeatedly raped and abused by her husband, but when there is an opportunity for her to help Blue Horizon (a renegade faction fighting the government), she takes it. Lily is reminiscent of Daenerys of Game of Thrones fame
(and you can start to see why so many comparisons are drawn between Johansen's work and all the other blockbuster franchises out there). There's something endlessly satisfying about seeing the underdog stick it to the man though, and Lily's character turns out to be one of the highlights of Novel. The TEARLING series goes from strength to strength. In
this second edition, Johansen adds new characters and fleshes out Tearling's story, giving the fantasy world of johansen a new depth and dimension. The smartness of the concept the whole series rests on will get you trailblazing to the end. Rachael McKenzie Erika Johansen's The Invasion of the Tearling is the second book in a planned trilogy, the sequel
to The Queen of the Tearling. Often the second book reads in a trilogy as a bridge between the layout and the exciting climax. The invasion of tearling is no bridge book. Johansen adds characters and drama as he fills in an important back story, especially the origins of the three kingdoms we see in this adventure. This book also has its own dramatic arc,
even if it ends on a cliffhanger. Kelsea Raleigh was an insecure young woman in Book 1, filled with self-doubt and constantly worried that she wasn't pretty. She managed to take over the throne of Tear and win the loyalty of her subjects. She ended the terrible tribute of slaves that her nation paid to the mighty neighboring kingdom of Mortmesne, ruled by a
terrifying witch figure called the Red Queen. Kelsea had her own magic, in the form of two sapphires coming to the ruler of Tear, and she learned to use them as book one ended. To end the tribute, the Mort Queen gave an excuse to invade, and in this book her army is already gathered on Tear's eastern border. Kelsea has an inadequate army and many
enemies within, including her disgusting nobles and the newly elected holy father of the church, who hates her. Kelsea also feels abandoned by the sapphires, whose magic has taken a subtle turn that Kelsea does not understand. While Kelsea tries to figure out how to deal with the Mort army, which is bigger and more technically advanced than hers, she is
attacked by episodes that act like trans or sleepwalking, in which she visits the life of a woman in a completely different place and time, the pre-Crossing world from which Kelsea's ancestors came. This woman, Lily Freeman Mayhew, lives in the middle of twenty-first century America. Her world is a strange amalgam of The Handmaid's Tale and Atlas
Shrugged, starring William Tear, the architect of the Crossing and a legend figure in Kelsea's era, as the John Galt character. People in his underground network even have a catch sentence. (Don't worry, it's not Who's William Tear?) Lily lives a cage life of luxury in a gated enclave. She has been microchipped so that her husband can always find her; Her
only purpose is to give her husband children, since the plutocrats are increasingly outnumbered by the desperate poor. Lily has already begun her own personal rebellion when events throw her into the middle of Tear's larger conspiracy, called Blue Horizon. Back in Kelsea's world shows us that Lily's fate is important to the fate of both Mortmesne and Tear.
There were several things I liked here. We find out a little more about the background of Lazarus Mace, the Queen's guard turned father figure for Kelsea. We also see more of the red queen of Mortmesne, and I liked that. In the first book, Johansen hinted at the similarities between Glynn Queen (Kelsea) and the Red Queen; in this book they are revealed.
This book opens with a wonderful bit of asymmetric warfare, and I could have done with more of it. Johansen introduces some more appealing secondary figures, such as Ewan, who guards Kelsea's prisoners. The invasion of tearling carries on the adventure and gives mostly interesting characters, but for some reason I can not warm up to this series. In this
book, I had the most problem with Lily's story. It's almost a cliché now to talk about a character who lacks agency, but boy, Lily lacks it. Here is a supposedly strong woman character whose strength is that she endures being brutally raped by her husband and tortured by the government, but who does nothing to drive the plot. At the end, it is not entirely clear
whether William Tear risked the entire operation to save her for magical reasons, or whether he, as he suggests, always planned to save her, but let her be tortured as a test to see if she could handle it. In that case, Lily has swapped a hands-on abuser for another abuser who uses agents to do his abuse for him. Apart from William and the Red Queen, all
the villains are evil in the same way: smug, hypocritical and cruel. The nobles are selfish and cruel. The Holy Father is hypocritical and vicious; Lily's husband is smug, hypocritical and brutal. In her religious struggle, I would like to see Kelsea go up against a true believer rather than a boastful, bullying hypocrite who is the same strip of evil as everyone else. I
firmly believe that Johansen is fully aware that the pre-Crossing characters do not look like good boys, and that part of her point is that they brought with them the seeds of the conflicts in Kelsea's time. To think that it's not enough to make me fully embrace these books. The story is interesting, but I do not experience unalloyed joy as I read. Despite my
problems, I give the Invasion of tearling three stars, for the ingenuity and momentum of history. Perhaps Johansen will live up to my expectations for the final book. I really hope so. ~Marion Deed's The Invasion of the Tearling, the second in Erika Johansen's QUEEN OF THE TEARLING trilogy, is definitely better than a typical placeholder between the first
book in a trilogy (which sets up thrilling action and creepy villains) and the third book (which solves everything after valuable lessons are learned about friendship or loyalty or eating vegetables). Johansen uses these pages well, deepening the character of Queen Kelsea Glyn and her struggle to rule in the face of a foreign invasion and corruption at home,
while revealing the circumstances that led William Tear and his followers, the group known only as Blue Horizon, to break all ties with the end of the 20th century world and struck out for their own utopia. A utopia is only as good as those who found it, though, and Blue Horizon, although their intentions may be pure, is full of wrong people with their own
problems and desires. William Tear himself is charismatic, powerful and too willing to let his followers undergo hideous torture in the name of his idealized greater good. Followers like Lily Mayhew, who lives in a plausible authoritarian plutocratic America, are held captive in her own home by her abusive husband, dreaming of a better world. Lily's life is
extremely reminiscent of The Handmaid's Tale, which Marion mentioned, with some shades of V for Vendetta towards the end, when she is interrogated by security forces and the clock ticks down to the moment when Tear initiates the Crossing. Lily's life is relived in meticulous detail by Queen Kelsea, who enters a fugue state and wanders around her castle
for hours, unable to hear or see her physical surroundings while visiting the past. Meanwhile, the Red Queen's Mort army marches closer to Keep, destroying fields and killing farmers who are not fast enough to escape. While I appreciated the insight into pre-Crossing life and what inspired people to make the incredible journey, it is not immediately clear why
Lily's story is crucial enough to form a significant part of The Invasion of the Tearling, especially when there are so many other important plot threads to follow: The Church's appointment of a new holy father , a man obsessed with vice; Father Tyler's crisis of faith, although he must maintain the appearance of spying on Queen Kelsea while he was her
spiritual counselor; Mort The Queen's fixation on tearling sapphires and her own personal history; Kelsea's increasing difficulty in managing her subjects and herself, and the consequences of her inability to do either. In addition, there are several smaller subplots involving Mace, Fetch, a demon-like creature that lives in flames and makes dangerous
promises, and the children of Kelseas serve Andalie, each of whom could have used a little more space to breathe and grow. Johansen's prose throughout the novel is compelling, and her protagonists are well-written and sympathetic. Her antagonists still need more subtlety - one would think that they don't all need to be rapists, torturers or sexual predators but the two worlds she builds are interesting, and I'm very much looking forward to The Fate of the Tearling, since Kelsea's actions at the end of The of Tearling seems to be setting up a very grand finale. There is potential for Kelsea to be a righteous and only queen when she gets past the immaturity and uncertainty of youth. I don't expect a happy ending,
necessarily, but I have a lot of questions that I hope to see answered. ~Jana Nyman Published 9 September 2015 In this riveting sequel to the national bestseller The Queen of the Tearling, the evil kingdom invades Mortmesne tearling, with serious consequences for Kelsea and her kingdom. With each passing day, Kelsea Glynn grows into her new
responsibilities as a tear queen queen. By stopping the slaves' shipments to the neighboring kingdom of Mortmesne, she crossed the red queen, a brutal ruler whose power stems from dark magic, who sends her fearsome army into tearling to take what is hers. And nothing can stop the invasion. But as the Mort army approaches, Kelsea develops a
mysterious connection to a time before the crossing, and she finds herself addicted to a strange and possibly dangerous ally: a woman named Lily, who fights for her life in a world where being a woman can feel like a crime. The fate of tearling - and the soul of Kelsea - may rest with Lily and her story, but Kelsea may not have enough time to find out. In this
dazzling sequel, Erika Johansen brings back favorite characters, including Mace and the Red Queen, and introduces unforgettable new players, adding exciting layers to her multidimensional tale of magic, mystery and a fierce young heroine. PART: FOLLOW: If you plan to buy this book, you can support FanLit by clicking on the book cover above and buying
it (and everything else) on Amazon. It doesn't cost you anything extra, but Amazon pays us a small referral fee. Click a book cover or link. We use this revenue to keep the site running. It pays for website hosting, postage for giveaways, and bookmarks and T-shirts. Thanks! You!
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