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Price $7.99 Publisher Ballantine Books Publish Date February 12, 1986 Page 224 Dimensions 4.2 X 0.62 X 6.87 inches | The 0.25 pound English Type Mass Market Paperbound EAN/UPC 9780345336972 Woody Allen's prolific career as a comic, writer, and flmmaker has now spanned more than six
decades. He often writes for The New Yorker and is the author of Without Feathers, Getting Even, and Side Effects, among other books. On Wednesday We Read Pink VIEW LIST (66 BOOKS) This article contains a book by Woody Allen. For the album by The Stills, see Without Feathers (album). For
the song by Blonde Redhead, see Blonde Redhead (album). Without Feathers First editionAuthorWoody AllenLanguageEnglishPublisherRandom HousePublication date12 May 1975Media typePrint (Hardcover and Paperback)Pages210 pp (hardcover edition) &amp; 224 pp (paperback edition)ISBN978-
0-394-49743-3 (hardcover edition)OCLC1217497Dewey Decimal818/.5/407LC ClassPS3551.L.44 W5 Without Feathers (1975, ISBN 0-394-49743-0) is one of Woody Allen's most famous literary works. The book spent four months on the New York Times Best Seller List. The book is a collection of essays
and also features two one-act plays, Death and God. The title means Title Without Feathers is a reference to Emily Dickinson's poem 'Hope' Is the Thing with Feathers, which reflects Woody Allen's neurotic sense of despair. Dickinson's poem is mentioned in one of the stories in the collection. [1] Selected
Contents of Allen's Notebook That Examines Psychic Phenomena Guide to Some Of The Smaller Ballets The Scrolls Of Lovborg Women Considered Mensa Whores[2] Death (A Play) An Early Essay a Brief But Rewarding Guide to Civil Disobedience Matches Intelligence With Inspector Ford The Irish
Genius God (A Play) Extraordinary Stories and Myths of The Beast But Gentle. Really soft. If Impressionists Have Become No Kaddish Dentists for Weinstein Fine Times: An Oral Memoir Slang Origins Notes and references ” In Selections from the Allen Notebooks, 9. » The New Yorker, Dec. 16, 1974,
pp.37-8 This article about an anthology of written works is a stub. You can help Wikipedia by expanding it.vte Retrieved from 2006 studio album by StillsWithout FeathersStudio by The StillsReleasedMay 9, 2006Recorded2005-2006Genrelndie rockLength43:36 (US)46:25 (English)LabelViceProducerGus
Van GoThe Stills Chronology Logic Will Break Your Heart (2003) Hairless (2006) Oceans Will Rise(2008) Professional RankingAggregate ScoreSourceRatingMetacritic65/100[1]Score ReviewSourceRatingAlIMusic[2]NME 8/10[3]Pitchfork6.7/10[4]Prefix Magazine[5]Rocklouder[6]Rolling Stone[7] Without
Feathers is the second album by montreal indie rock band, Stills. It was released on May 9, 2006 Vice Records. The album is produced by Gus Van Go. Emily Haines from fellow indie indie band appeared in Baby Blues, while Jason Collett from Broken Social Scene and Sam Roberts performed in the
song Oh Shoplifter. [8] The album debuted at No. 6 on the Top Heatseekers chart, but failed to reach the Billboard 200. In Canada, the album did not fared well on the charts. It premiered at No. 51 before moving from the Top 100 the following week. It was later released in the UK in 2007 by Drowned in
Sound Recordings, including two new songs. Without Feathers features major personnel changes; with the departure of original lead guitarist Greg Paquet, drummer Dave Hamelin moved on to guitar and sang lead vocals on most of the album's tracks. It is also the first Stills album to feature keyboardist
Liam O'Neil as a full-time member, and is the debut for drummer Julien Blais. The album also marks a major change in sound, from a post-punk revival influenced by the 1980s from their debut to a happier and more Americana-oriented approach, called pitchfork cheerful and sincere. [10] Track lists the
US/Canada edition of No.TitleWriter. At firstHamelin5:452. Mount Hamelin, O'Neil3:573. He Walked Out Hamelin, O'Neil3094. HelicopterFletcher4:265. In the endHamelin, O'Neil3:456. Oh ShoplifterHamelin3:237. InterludeFletcher, O'Neil1:088. Hello HarpoonCorbeil, Fletcher3:449. It TookHamelin4:1110.
DestroyerHamelin3:1111. Baby BluesHamelin3:3212. House We Live InHamelin, O'Neil3:25 UK EDITION No.TitleWriter(s)s)Lengthl. At firstHamelin5:442. DestroyerHamelin3:113. HelicopterFletcher4:234. The House We Live in, O'Neil3:265. It TookHamelin4:116. MonsoonFletcher, Hamelin3:387. He
Walked OutHamelin, O'Neil3:118. Oh ShoplifterHamelin3:229. OutroFletcher, O'Neil1:1010. Hello HarpoonCorbeil, Fletcher3:4211. Baby BluesHamelin3:3412. Retour a VegaFaucon, Fletcher, Hamelin, Trenton2:5713. The MountainHamelin, O'Neil3:56 The Stills Olivier Corbeil — bass guitar, Tim Fletcher
cowbell — vocals, electric guitar, Dave Hamelin acoustic guitar — vocals, electric guitar, acoustic guitar, drums, percussion, additional recordings, mixing Liam O'Neil — piano, organ, keyboard, saxophone, tambourine, vocals, additional recordings Additional musician Melissa Auf der Maur — hand grip on
Colin Brooks Oh Shoplifter — Drum Chip — trumpet in Destroyer and It Takes Time Evan Cranley — trombone in Destroyer and It Takes Time Kevin Drew - vocals on She's Walking Out Eric Fares - acoustic guitar in Oh Shoplifter Emily Haines - vocals on Baby Blues Mikey Heppner - hand grip on Oh
Shoplifter Neil Johnson - saxophone on Destroyer and It Takes Time Alfie Jurvanen - lead guitar in In the Beginning and She's Walking Out Meghynn Norman - hand grip on Oh Shoplifter Vincenzo Nudo - percussion on Oh Elizabeth Powell - vocals in Monsoon Sam Roberts - acoustic guitar in Oh
Shoplifter Felix Trenton - guitar in Production Oh Shoplifter Adam Bix Berger - management, vocals on In the Beginning and Destroyer, hand grip on Oh Shoplifter Werner F. - mixing Ryan Morey - master Cristophe Rihet - handclaps on Oh Shoplifter Rod Shearer - recording Gus van Go - production,
recording, mixing, backing vocals, percussion on Destroyer, cowbell in Helicopters, guitar in The House We Live In, tambourine on She's Walking Out, handclaps on Oh Shoplifter Patrick Watson - additional recording Reference * Without Feathers by The Stills. Retrieved 5 October 2016. ~ Allmusic
Review » NME.COM. The Stills — NME.COM. Retrieved 5 October 2016. * The Stills: Without Feathers Album Review - Pitchfork. Retrieved 5 October 2016. » Alboum Review: Stills - No Feathers. Retrieved 5 October 2016. * 404 // Page Not Found - Rocklouder. Retrieved 5 October 2016. Cite uses
generic title (help) * Rolling Stone review » The Stills Soar 'Without Feathers'. Retrieved 5 October 2016. ~ The Stills: Without Feathers Alboum Review - Pitchfork. Retrieved 5 October 2016. * The Stills: Oceans Will Rise Album Review - Pitchfork. Retrieved 5 October 2016. Retrieved from When was the
last time you read something from the humor section? Maybe it's been a while. If memory serves, certain ghetto bookstores are filled with fast-dated political humor, redneck joke books, and similar diversions: Books some people might buy as gifts for non-readers, but never for themselves. Others wisely
stay away from that part altogether. Thus, it is possible that people have gone through their reading lives without happening to books like Woody Allen's Without Feathers. Although Woody Allen, of course, remains a household name because of his films, readers of my generation may not realize that he
is an equally accomplished humorist and his work was collected in a trio of books in the 1970s. Without Feathers was published in 1972, but the 34-year-old remains funny. The book contains an assortment of sketches, often taking off from scientific writings, such as the Early Essays in reference to
francis bacon's essay, in which Allen observes that The main problem about death, incidentally, is the fear that there is no life after death - a sad thought, especially for those who have bothered to shave. Allen also went back again and again to words and phrases that he thought were funny for any
reason, such as leeks, herring, smelting, and having hats blocked. The book also includes a pair of manic, absurd, Death and God plays. Difficult me to illustrate how funny this book is except to say that it's probably one of the funniest books I've ever read. | kept Mrs. Millions awake because | kept
shimmering as | read it. However, instead of taking my word for it, here's the very funny news from the first chapter, Choice from Mr. Allen's Notebook: The idea of playing: a character based on my father, but without big legs that stand out enough. He was sent to the Sorbonne to study harmonica. In the
end she died, never realizing her one dream - to sit on her waist in gravy. (I saw a brilliant second half curtain, in which two midgets came over the head severed in a volley delivery.) Bonus Link: Millions of Andrew contributors look at Hairless and two other Allen collections, Getting Even and Side Effects.
Millions' future depends on your support. Become a member today. In Theses on the Philosophy of History, the philosopher Walter Benjamin gives the old truism that all history is a history that is characteristically a gnomic twist. Any images of the past that are not recognized by the present as one of his
own concerns, he writes, threaten to disappear irreparably. Perhaps it is a measure of our current concern, then, that we are witnessing a revival of novelistic interest in the 1960s and 1970s. Soon after the Cold War, those tumultuous decades seemed almost bizarre. Green Day made headlines for
Woodstock '94, Have A Nice Day Cafes grew like daisies in a revitalized downtown, and That '70's Show reimatued the Jimmy Carter era as a fashion parade, all bellbottom and hairy hair. There is no context to war and Watergate, retro dessicated to kitsch. It's possible to take part without inhaling. Philip
Roth's 1996 American Pastoral novel seems, in retrospect, a turning point. With regard to the Swedish story of Lvov and his bomb-using daughter, Merry, Roth passes (by and large) a counterculture aesthetic marker that supports the investigation of his moral and ethical ambiguity. More recently, Mary
Gaitskill's Veronica, Dana Spiotta's Eat the Document, Sigrid Nunez's The Last of Her Kind, and Denis Johnson's Tree of Smoke (review) have sparked a mixed legacy of the Age of Aquarius. Even among such leading companies, however, Christopher Sorrentino's Trance, nominated for a National Book
Award in 2005, stands out for its breadth of historical vision and for its prose. While Sorrentino keeps his radical hero a little out of focus, the book's real protagonist - the post-Vietnam zeitgeist - seems clearly present, in every sense of the word. Trance takes as departure point the real abduction of
heiress Patricia Hearst by a violent screw ball from the Symbionese Liberation Army Hearst mengambil nom de guerre Tania; Tania; keep a pseudonym, but build behind him an alternative hero, one Alice Galt. Like Hearst, Galt is descended from a wealthy newspaper family. Also like Hearst, he
eventually made common cause with his captors, aided in bank robberies, and then found himself both a fugitive from justice and the center of a media frenzy. Trance is largely the story of Tania's cross-country flight from the law and her eventual concerns. Along the way, Tania crosses paths with a
series of eccentrics: de facto SLA leaders Teko and Yolanda (aka Drew and Diane Shepard); an opportunistic wheel dealer named Guy Mock (reminiscent of Lawrence Schiller in Norman Mailer's The Executioner's Song); and fellow ambivalent traveler, Joan Shimada. An equally diverse cavalry of federal
agents, journalists, and loved ones sucked in with him. Utilizing a liberally free indirect style, Sorrentino offers a variety of perspectives on Tania and SLA: Joan's, Guy's, her parents... Of course, this technique raises more questions than the answer: has Tania been brainwashed? Has he turned his back
for good on bourgeois society? Or is SLA politics just an excuse to indulge in cathartic chaos? Sorrentino is too smart to resolve this tension. Instead, he described Tania as an antecedent of today's celebrity culture - the number of rumours she has sparked. At his best, he manages to anesthetize through
himself, such as through prisms, medled paranoia and the hope and obesity of an age. Here, for example, the narrative takes the subject matter tints subject Of Tania:She has become an expert in living in the closet, has developed unambiguous preferences (for example, more desirable lengths than
widths), has slept in them and eaten in them and read books in them and raped in them and recorded messages to the People in them. This, just generally, is not the life he was raised to live. Here's a spasm of a kind of beautiful loneliness, suddenly shivering. He wants to pick up the phone. He wants to
go out for a drink. She wants a free fresh breeze in her hair. Present-tense narratives can risk falling into cinematic ruts, but Sorrentino's prose is very much alive to the various Registers of American English, from propaganda to cant to advertising to poetry. The latter two become indistinguishable in that
last phrase, a free fresh breeze in her hair - Shelley meets Prell. Sorrentino fell in love with the brand names and anagrams that overtook the landscape, and they crept into his sentences as well. Ritz, Kraft, Mr. Coffee... the resulting tension between nostalgia and irony, and even the rhythm of certain
paragraphs, recalls the Eisenhower-era passage from Underworld.Trance Don also shared weaknesses, with DeLillo. They are mainly weaknesses of characterization. Joan Shimada and Guy Mock are proportionate, and even supporting players like Tania's mother reveal hidden dimensions. Teapot and
Yolanda, however, seem to have infiltrated Trance from the pages of less searching novels and more satire. Each has one note - screeching - and, without any way to see the power that flattens them into their current form, readers find it all too easy to write them (and, in turn, SLA) die: They are simple, in
the parlance of the times, on the course of power. Tania's case is more complicated. It's definitely part of Sorrentino’'s design to make Tania a mystery, and for a long stretch of the novel, the mystery attracts us hypnotically. However, in the end, we long for his character to settle out of the story told about
him, rather than dissolve like the airwaves that carry them. When Teapot attacked her in an abandoned shed, we glimpsed, suddenly, the woman who became, but her early days with SLA - weeks in the closet, her indoctrination, the rape alluded to above - remained frustratingly opaque. Perhaps this is
Sorrentino's nod to the least-known Patty Hearst motivation, even to himself. However, in its capacitive interior, Trance recovers a time when it seems possible, however brief, that a new era is about to begin... and that individual actions can bring it to be. It recovered, more specifically, that time was the
conclusion of violence. That this 1970s - filled with bank robberies and kidnappings and assassination plots and real and imagined wars - can seem, from 2007, a more innocent time just talking on the size of their legacy. When it comes to detective novels, we all know the drill. 1 of 1 page A mysterious
blonde shows up with a job offer that detectives soon learn is a ruse for the job she really wants to do. Or maybe the phone rang in the middle of the night with a whispered tip about murder. Or perhaps, just to keep things simple, the story can begin late at night on the rough side of town when a figure
steps out of the mist, his face shrouded in shadow. There was screaming, screaming for help, and then - bang! Bang! - The victim fell into a ditch and we were left with the sound of killer tracks echoing against the sidewalk. Sara Gran, author of the bold new Claire DeWitt detective series, is too cool for
such a detective novel. Her latest book, the second in the series, Claire DeWitt and Bohemian Highway, opens not with murder or mysterious blondes, but with this clearly unclear sentence: | met Paul when a friend of my friend Tabitha played at the Utah Hotel late one Thursday night. From this very
beginning, for two short, action-packed chapters, Paul and Claire - he was an hipsters, he's the personal eyes of hipsters — fall in love, find themselves separated by circumstances, and move on. Or rather, Paul continued, meeting a beautiful fellow Named Lydia, with whom she started a band and
eventually married. Claire, on the other hand, a San Francisco detective who snorting cocaine, with a fitly bisexual, Zen-koan-spouting San Francisco, buries herself in her job and one night dreams of secretly smoking while Lydia drowns. It's a detective novel, so Paul appears dead in chapter three, but
by then Gran has been stalking his territory. Claire DeWitt and Bohemian Highway, with their sharp prose and San Francisco setting, are both homages to the poached detective novels in Dashiell Hammett's tradition the Maltese Falcon and at the same time a brash reboot of the genre for the 21st
century. Like Hammett's Sam Spade and Raymond Chandler's Philip Marlowe, Claire DeWitt is one of those cool, solitary and cynical customers, nursing an existential pain just an unrelenting quest for salvageable truth. But Claire's funnier than her ancestors, and a good funkier. He could not, for
example, search the victim's medicine cabinet without pocketing some Vicodin for later use. He was also a disciple of a famous French detective named Jacques Silette, whose rich manual way aphorism, Détection, he forever quotes, and when he got caught up in the case he wandered deep into the
Oakland Hills in search of the wisdom of a shaman-cum-homeless-man he called Red Detective. If, at times, Gran leans a little too heavily on the dream sequence and has a habit of letting quirk stand up to character traits, she is also able to master gems like: Maybe two people fall in love like two trains,
racing towards each other. With the whole town saps in the middle, don't hear the whistle blown. Gran, who has written for the TNT Southland series, compiled Claire DeWitt's book more like a cable series than a standard issue mystery series. While mystery writers often allow their investigators to grow



over time, letting her get married, have children, go to rehab, be sober, and so on, the books themselves tend to be rearranged to zero each time, with new crimes and a new set of facts for detectives to grapple with. In Claire DeWitt's series, each book focuses on different crimes, but stories and
characters overlap from book to book. It can be confusing for readers who start, as | do, with The Bohemian Highway and find themselves trying to understand stray references to two children from New Orleans, Andray and Terrell, who, as it turns out, stand out in the first book in the series, Claire DeWitt
and the City of the Dead, published in 2011. But the story lines continue, along with a series of flashbacks intertwined with Claire's teenage years in Brooklyn and the Lower East Manhattan, providing books a thorough narrative scope and tone that, as with cable series like Breaking Bad or Mad Men,
encourages binge reading sessions. (Soon you may be able to binge-watch as well: Gran is cable series based on claire dewitt's novel for TNT.) Also like some cable series, Claire DeWitt's books have taken little time to hit their stess. The City of the Dead, set in post-Katrina New Orleans, is some
command of its size better than your average police procedural, and Gran, to her credit, handles her black characters without demeaning them or romanticizes their often violent lives. However, as smart as that first book was about New Orleans during and after the 2005 storm, neither the mystery nor the
detectives who tried to solve it were original enough to qualify The City of the Dead as anything more than an unusually good detective novel. But with The Bohemian Highway, set on san Francisco's indie music scene, Gran finds her voice and Claire jumps off the lawn with a unique élan. Gran nails,
better than anyone else I've read recently, a strange mix of Bay Area hipper-than-thou smugness and genuine messy charm. Or, rather, he nailed the familiarity and charm | remember from my years living there in the 1990s. Sometimes, in fact, the book feels caught up in some fictive warp time before
dot-com zillionaires drive the artists and poor people of San Francisco's Mission District and chinatown neighborhood, where much of the action takes place. In addition to some mentions of Google and Facebook and some jokes about homes at a cost of about a billion dollars, the book could easily have
been set in 1997 before me and thousands of other underpaid writers and artists fled the city ahead of a flood of cyber geeks cashing in on the dot-com bubble. But maybe this is part of Gran's point. Hipsterism, with its adoration of all things vintage, grassroots, and artisanal, is almost by aesthetic
definition nostalgic, an expression of generational yearning for a pre-industrial era when things of life - food, work, clothing, facial hair - were authentic, meaning formed by human hands. So far at least, two books into the series, points on the compass of Claire DeWitt, Brooklyn, New Orleans, and San
Francisco, are a hotbed of hipsterism, and Claire herself is a cool hipster example. He often visited vegan restaurants, saw traditional Chinese medicine healers, spent a lot of time hanging out in small clubs watching indie bands play, and when he was in trouble he sought help from a former California
surfer turned longtime Buddhist. Even his hero, the late French detective Jacques Silette, exudes cool. In the world of novels, Silette and her book stand at the head of a global underground network of personal eyes that follows Silette's published dictum, which reads like a cross between Albert Camus
and Buddha. Mystery never running a typical Silettian riff: And we kept finishing it, knowing we both broke everything and nothing. We broke them knowing the world Indeed, those who fear the punishment of Allah will have evil. But this is a part of life we've been given power over, nothing else. and while
we may ask why over and over again, no one has yet been given an answer. What saves all this from being hopelessly precious is Claire's impatience with preciousness, which makes The Bohemian Highway at once a dead-on portrait of a liberal-minded, multi-culti, uber-tolerant and very funny delivery
of that world. At one point, while Claire was insinuating her very nerdy assistant about her ethnic origins, she told him: My father is Nigerian-French. My mother was Viethnamese-French by way of Oslo. They moved to Berkeley when | was a kid. Claire's response? '"Wow," | said. They have to open a
restaurant. I'll eat there.’ If the mystery at the heart of both books isn't entirely satisfying - | see the big reveal on The Bohemian Highway coming about 30 pages early - it's fine because the real subject of the books is not crime or detection, but Claire's own conundrum. A survivor of a chaotic childhood in
pre-gentrification Brooklyn reminiscent of Jonathan Lethem's Motherless Brooklyn, Claire is starved of truth in a world gripped by ambiguity. He solves crimes not because he cares deeply about whodunits, but because he wants the world to reveal itself, to hand over secrets and shades of gray. When he
can't find the truth, he begins to unravel, to the point that most of the second half of Bohemian Highway is a brutally honest portrait of a slow-motion goose of an addict diving down. With every day that goes through something ugly growing inside me, explains Claire. | watched it grow. | fed him cocaine. |
loved it and held it, keeping it alive. Claire DeWitt and San Francisco from The Bohemian Highway are confectionery, no more real than Harry Potter and Hogwarts - or for that, than Sam Spade and the 1930s-era San Francisco of The Maltese Falcon. But Claire DeWitt and Bohemian Highway are so
strange, and her fictional world works so well in its own oblique logic, that to complain that San Francisco's Claire DeWitt doesn't fit into a real city now invaded by software engineers and young financial types is like complaining that there is no 93/4 Platform at King's Cross Station. Great fiction presents
fantasies in the place of real people and then, like magic, makes you care about them. In Claire DeWitt, Sara Gran has given boiled detectives a nice and hard hipster touch, creating characters with Savage alert and black hearts are always on the verge of breaking. Emigration is not like love: the course
never goes smoothly. You imagine a free world full of beauty and wonder, and then you see it, the West, and it's beautiful, yes, seductive, but also cruel, cutting, assertive, assertive, Ma'am, have a rocky heart, an unyielding temperament. 1. I've found myself a little worried, lately, with the question of
place. In particular, would it be so obvious to casual readers of my unfinished third novel, which is largely set on the outskirts of Florida, that my entire experience of the state of Florida consists of two lightning strike maneuvers in and out of Boca Raton for the purpose of attending Bat Mitzvahs? I've never
been in Florida, it happened to me, for over 36 hours in the stretch. A few hours was spent at the airport. The other few hours were spent watching the second cousin's wedding (unless they were first cousins by marriage ever removed? I'll admit a certain fog on the topic of genealogical terminology)
reading their Torah options in brutal modern synagogues and flower-rented halls on the outer fringes. | think I've built a bit of leeway based on the fact that the city where | organized the book is entirely fictional, but still: what if there were some clear and great parts of the Florida experience that | missed?
What if, for example, Floridians had a secret handshake? This is the kind of thing | fret about. Over the past few months | have been working my way through the John Updike's Rabbit series, which mostly takes place in the town of Brewer, PA which is rendered perfectly and entirely fictional. His paper is
full of notes about the city, photographs of homes and businesses that will serve as models for homes and places in the book. This place is clearly real and fully anchored to this earth. | often think that Brewer is what novelists should aspire to: a city so completely, boringly living in all its usual details and
bus routes and neighborhoods, a place with such specificity that you are surprised to find out later that it doesn't exist. Regardless of whether the setting exists or not in the real world, building a physical landscape of the novel is difficult. In her debut novel Orion You Came And You Took All My Marbles,
Kira Henehan handles the issue quite neatly with dispensation with no place at all. Where is Orion set? | didn't know. The action takes place in an empty landscape like a naked stage. Chapter One, quoted below in its entirety, gives us a setting: Everything is on gravel, but better than the last place. It's all
over swampland and crocodiles. There are pebbles, then, apparently in large expanses, and golf carts are the main mode of transportation. Excessive amounts of shrimp are consumed, which suggests that we may be somewhere near the sea or near other large bodies of water, but on the other hand,
our narrator has traveled and there have been shrimp in all have been in swamps and gravel, sand, oceans, rainforests, and swamps. Some places are indescribable, have no characteristics rainforest or swamp. Or sand. Or the sea. And so on. Some places have straight clean poured concrete, another
is entirely encased in liquid.2. Orion is a mysterious book. It's excitement, often funny, and very strange. Our narrator, Finley, is a member of what can only be described as a detective cell. | was tempted to describe them as secret agents — there was something of a sleeper cell in the group organization
— but they did after all wearing fedoras. Three of them—Finley, Murphy, and The Lamb—Ilived and worked together under Binelli's direction. There's an investigation. They were assigned assignments. Finley's latest assignment involves investigating clothes under the name Uppal Puppets, although
dolls, as he informs Binelli, are among the things he hates most. They travel between landscapes of sand, fog, and gravel, but they always stay together in a restaurant/bookstore/museum/surf memorabilia inn called Tiki Ty's Tiki Barn: Wherever we go, wherever the worries that need investigation take us,
we always stay at Tiki Ty's Tiki Barn. And it may not seem as it seems, it always seems to be exactly the same place. Someone knows that certain questions cannot be answered. Finley is an adult, but his memory begins just a few years before his stint for dolls, when he awakens after a great silence
with no recollection of his previous life. He was a highly trained investigator — though the purpose of the team's investigation was never remotely clear — and a California noir. Henehan's writing style is delightful: the novel is Finley's report, and is written exactly as the voice might expect from a socially
incompetent young detective who reads a lot of noir and has no recollection of most of his life. Finley is confident, often wrong, and a little off. Finley retreats to california noir novels whenever things get complicated, which is often, because very little in the book makes sense at first glance. It's a clever
book, and the book's wit is in some ways its downfall: there's a plot here, and there are clues, but the clues are so easy to miss and the finer details of the plot touched so lightly that both have a way of disappearing into prose. I'll admit that when | finished the book for the first time — standing on a
minimizeable Canadian Customs line at the airport — | was actually mostly confused. | can't remember the last time | didn't understand the novel, and there was some temptation to blame the confusing effects of air travel and/or the certain Kafkaesque elements through Customs. There is, | would also
confess, some comfort flip the book and find that at least one of the blouses is a bit confused too — Funny, severe, confusing, and sometimes so far above my head that | can only see looking at shine—and it quickly became clear that | had to read it again. What | did, where some things fell into place
and one or two other things didn't—I probably went to my grave without fully understanding what really happened to Kiki B. It's nice to go back to Henehan's prose, but one might reasonably hope for a clearer plot. But | found, in the end, after two readings and many spells of confusion, that I liked this
book. Orion's weirdness is largely remarkable. Henehan is a writer of considerable grace and skill.3. | have a moderate Raymond Chandler obsession, which emerged a few years ago when | met The Simple Art of Murder, his famous essay published in the December 1944 issue of The Atlantic Monthly.
His description of the archetype hero of detective fiction is unforgettable, and | sometimes catch myself repeating words under my breath at strange moments. But on these streets it means a man has to go who is not himself, writes Chandler, who is not tarnished or scared. What happens when a
detective novel is lifted from the streets on average, or when the average street is part of an unrecognisable world? It's not a new trick, but it's very interesting. The style of prose is very different, but Orion reminds me a little of Jonathan Lethem's Pre-Fortress Solitude work. Lethem's breakout novel,
Motherless Brooklyn, is of course a detective story, and that Minna Men novel is only a few degrees removed from Orion's travel mismatch. Motherless Brooklyn clings to a consensual reality — there's a gang threatening Zen-trained doorman, yes, but they occupy a recognizable Manhattan — but it's
preceded by a detective story that doesn't. Before Motherless Brooklyn there was Gun, with Occasional Music, which happened to #2 on the informal title | Wish I'd Thought Of First list. (#1 is a Long Farewell. There are others.) | love Motherless Brooklyn, but | love Gun, with The Occasional Music. It's a
classic private detective story, but the detective is a man who was born too late. He was dressed in pieces — fedora, trench coat, growl — but he occupied a surreal dystopia far from the average walk by Philip Marlowe. No part of the world he went through was conducive to being the person he wanted
to be. Most of the population is addicted to complicated pharmaceutical bouquets. There have been certain advances in genetic engineering, and now detective streets mean being shared by talking animals. Dogs are hired as deliverymen. The self-conscious pig glances shyly at him from under his hat in
the elevator. She meets a little kitten who learns to read. His arch-enemy is the kangaroo.4. Back to the recognizable Annie Hall: Woody Allen's Annie Hall, located densely in the cities of New York and Los Angeles. A A | think, like a shark, you know? It has to keep moving forward or die, says woody
allen's character in the film, and | believe the same can be said of an established genre. I think it will be difficult at this point, although it may not be impossible, to write a really fresh detective story that is also entirely traditional. In other words, detective stories set in traditional noir mean streets in the
traditional era, an era when private eyes wore fedoras and trenchcoats without looking nostalgic in them. Experimental innovations like Henehan and Lethem are what keep our most beloved genre alive. Life.
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