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Learning Chinese is as difficult as it is. You don't have to complicate that more with difficult to track resources or unknown book gems. Below, I have created the ultimate guide to Chinese books. These are the best of the best on the market. These can be used both in class but, for Chinese self-students like me, I fully understand the
struggle of identifying the books you should buy. Is it the right level? Is there English? Are the explanations good? Will my hearing improve? And a lot of other questions. The fight is real, I know. So, I've made this list of only the best books, for beginners up to the advanced level. I previously wrote an article listing the best resources for
Chinese learning. In this article are the best applications, dictionaries and more. Now, in the books. Beginner Stage At this point, you're just starting out, so the main things you want to focus on when buying a book are: Radical Vocabulary Grammar When you start, I recommend following a series of books that can guide you through the
beginning stage. This will eventually leave you with a strong base. There are four options I suggest. 1. Integrated Chinese This is probably the most famous, used by the majority of teachers and a common choice for beginners in Mandarin. Above is what the older 3rd version used to look like. Below are the new versions. Isn't it beautiful?
The updated 4th edition series comes with 4 volumes of textbooks, each with an accompanying workbook and character workbook. Character workbooks in particular are extremely useful when starting and setting up that have made it easier to learn the border order and practice that makes your characters readable. Workbooks also
complement manuals beautifully. 2. New practical Chinese reader As you can see there are six levels in the new practical Chinese reader series. These correspond to about HSK 1-6 levels, so it's convenient if you want to continue in a single row. They have updated volumes 1-4 versions recently. Volumes 1-4 all include a book and
workbook. There is also an option for a character workbook and an accompanying reader to practice reading, but these are definitely harder to locate. Volumes 5 and 6 come with only one book. There is also a test brochure and quiz that you can buy for Volume 1 to use as a self-test to verify your knowledge. You can continue with this
both series until you complete them, but in general, they are ideal for the it's just getting started. The beginning levels, Volumes 1-2, are what I recommend. Personally, I believe that there are better options for intermediate and advanced stages. Intermediate to High-Intermediate Stage At this stage, you should know an acceptable level of
vocabulary and the majority of the main grammar. Here, you want to focus mainly on: Idioms Idioms Suggestion Structures Vocabulary More complex dialogues /larger text This is the clumsy middle stage of language learning where manuals are a little harder to find and quality is extremely difficult to identify. Below is the cream of the
crop, as they say. 1. Beyond the basics This is by far, one of my favorite Chinese books, along with the next recommendation. After completing level 2, Part 2 of the 3rd edition Integrated Chinese series, will be transferred over it beyond the basics. It was a big leap in the level, but a challenge I loved. I found the completed Chinese books
to be quite repetitive and predictable, so beyond the basics it was the perfect next manual. It has nice, long passages, a huge variety of words, including useful complementary vocabulary. A balanced range of idioms and useful exercises incorporated at the end of each chapter are also extremely useful for increasing your vocabulary
range. Each chapter has a different theme, unlike the integrated Chinese series based on a set of characters and their lives at school. In between, it's definitely more interesting to talk about social issues and more practical conversations that you may actually have in Chinese, if you know what I mean. Another option you could go for is
the book of a new China, which is the manual that comes before this next book recommendation. While I've used the next book, I've never used a new China, so I can't vouch for its quality. Nevertheless, briefly looking at the content, it seems to be a slightly easier manual compared to beyond the basics. 2. All things considered This is my
other love book, except the basics. This is called Advanced Reader, but I would really like to sort it in the high-intermediate stage. Introduces the student perfectly to the advanced stage. This is like the advanced sequel to Beyond the Basics. The transition from one to the other is so smooth and the vocabulary is extremely useful and
practical. There are so many useful sentence structures and grammar examples. There are also many exercises at the end of each chapter that emphasize synonyms and grammar points. This manual is divided into two parts. The first 12 chapters take the form of dialogues. Chapters 13 to 32 are actual newspaper articles published in
the past. This is a great way to go smoothly to the advanced stage of Chinese. Advanced stage In fact, at this stage you can experiment with simpler novels or reading newspapers. We don't have to stick to the traditional approach However, I am fully aware that having the structure of a book is something that many people like, so I have
included some of my favorites below. If you want to buy a book at this stage, you need to focus on: Different vocabulary idioms (语 and 俗语) Oral/Colloquial Chinese proposal structures 1. Discussing everything This is a set of 2 volumes, the first advertised at the upper intermediate level and the second at the advanced level. To be
perfectly honest, both should be classified as advanced. I remember taking this book around the time of Beyond the Basics and it was very difficult and overwhelming. A challenge is nice, but it has to be appropriate when it comes to languages like Mandarin. In any case, this series is structured with main chapters with a total, looser
theme, and then sub-sections with more specific dialogs and paragraph text. Many colloquial and informal Chinese words are introduced, which is super useful. A wide range of advanced vocabulary is also listed, as well as a huge range of example sentences. 2. Advanced spoken Chinese If you want to improve your colloquial Chinese
and, at the same time, learn more about Chinese culture, then look no further. This book is a set of 2 and provides dialogues according to common daily life scenarios. There is almost no English in these books, which is something to note, compared to the others mentioned. There are also additional texts provided that are useful, as well
as a comprehensive list of idioms and commonly used advanced phrases. From this point on, read novels, articles, and newspapers. Immerse yourself in different media formats. Listen to Chinese podcasts and music, watch Chinese TV shows and TV programs. The more you sink, the sooner and better you'll learn. It's that simple. If I had
this list at first starting to learn Chinese, I would have saved so much time and energy looking for the best resources. So I really hope you find this useful. If you have any questions, let me know in the comments below and share this with all your friends! Invite more people to learn Chinese! If you are reading this page, you are interested in
learning Mandarin Chinese. Or you're already learning and just need another resource to help you improve. Learning Chinese gives you global opportunities, and being able to understand and communicate with people in China makes life easier. We have gathered the best Chinese books to learn Mandarin Chinese for beginners,
intermediates and advanced students, inside and outside China. I've made a list of quick video book reviews to help you narrow down your options and focus on the best books in the industry! Do you have a book you want me to examine? Message me here and you'll add it to the list! links best Chinese manuals for self study best books
best books to learn Chinese characters best Chinese books for self study live Mandarin Chinese advantages: If you are looking for self-study this book is for you. Don't let his size put you off. Guides you through basic, intermediate and advanced Chinese with free audio a character guide. Cons: Again, this sound comes on a CD. That
could be a problem. Unless you want to revive your granny stereo player. In conclusion: This four-volume monstrosity is incredibly thorough, well presented and ideal for self-study. The character guide is flawless, detailed stroke series and this manual even comes complete with extra writing paper for your practical writing. It's worth your
money. We love it. Head to Amazon to read their reviews and get yourself a copy. Get Talking Chinese Advantages: Pictures, phrases, grammar, vocabulary, characters, audio CDs, and more. Everything in this book is pure, beautiful gold. They only teach you the useful everyday language you need to know in China. My new favorite!
Cons: Does this eye-candy have drawbacks? Because I can't find flaws, every chapter is filled with useful information. In conclusion: Let's call this a book of phrases plus. I haven't felt so excited about a book from complete Chinese and you know it's my all-time favorite book. Head to Amazon to break us this gem. Remember if you are in
the UK store it is called Easy Peasy Chinese. Best Chinese Manuals Integrated Chinese Level One Manual Advantages: The dialogue is timely, modern and attractive to look at – like a magazine. It's colored! Design and culture aspects are supported by a coherent learning system to enhance your Chinese listening, reading and speaking
skills. Cons: Not cheap. Because this series is widely used in U.S. high schools and universities, workbook responses are not available to the public. (You must have teacher credentials to access them.) Bottom line: Integrated Chinese has it all - even audio. If you are going to China and plan on studying on your own, get this book and
find a teacher when you land. There is no better manual than the integrated Chinese.Still not sure? You should read the verified purchase reviews from other students on Amazon! New Practical Chinese Reader Pros: This book has the largest section dedicated to pronunciation and phonics of any book I've reviewed, gives plenty of
workbook simulated exercises, and also includes audio. Cons: You can get this book in China, however, it comes without English descriptions, which could complicate things if you're a super beginner. In conclusion: A candidate for integrated Chinese. The series was published by Beijing and Culture University Press and theoretically has
higher HSK alignment. Can this book dethrone the King? Grab yourself a copy on Amazon and find out. Best books to learn Chinese characters Tuttle Learning Chinese characters Advantages: Learning Chinese characters is not straight science. But, this book effectively structures the characters alongside delightful stories to help you
remember them. Cons: I can't stress enough how important sound is when learning learning these tones are difficult. Again, this book lacks an audio element. In conclusion: For your Chinese character superfans, this book is wonderful. Short stories use visual images to help you memorize characters with mnemonics. Do you need this
book in your life? Amazon stocks and ships around the world. Get a copy here. Tuttle Chinese Flashcards Volume One Pros: Audio CD files are available on Tuttle's website. Volume 1 aligns with the vocabulary of HSK 1 &amp; 2, so you're covered if you want to take the exam. Cons: Is it as convenient as a flashcard application? Maybe
not. However, you'll be distracted using an app on your phone unless you're a super ninja and turn off all your notifications, like me. In conclusion: I appreciate tangible learning materials so much. Yes, you can get free flashcard apps on your phone, but you'll probably learn more with fewer distractions - old-school flash cards to win! Get
Tuttle Flashcards delivered to your door when ordering from Amazon. Chineasy Daily Advantages: Covers a lot of ground with new characters, culture, and skillfully supports language learning with visual cues. It teaches characters in a visually appealing way. Cons: Some of the characters are in traditional Chinese so it's less practical to
learn if you're in mainland China. In conclusion: This book is seductively beautiful and good for learning characters while keeping your motivation high! The author is Taiwanese, so be aware that some characters are in traditional Chinese.Head over to Amazon to read reviews from genuine people like you! Disclaimer: If you buy any of
these books through the links found on this page a teeny piece of cost helps me pay my bills and continue to provide you with valuable content. I hope he's okay. The Great Firewall of China Do you want to use the VPN I use for a fixed connection in China? I use Astrill VPN when I live on Instagram. Customer service, speed and
connectivity are top notch. Plus, when you download here they share part of the cost with me so I can keep creating the videos you love. Love.
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