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This excellent handbook by R. Bell is a basic reference to board and table games from around the world, and one of the two or three finest books
ever written on the subject. Originally published in two volumes in the 's, it is now available f There are many authoritative books on card games
and chess, but only a handful on the dozens of other games known to Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations.

Originally published in two volumes in the 's, it is now available for the first time in a corrected, one-volume edition.

Volume one is divided into chapters devoted to race games, war games, games of position, Mancala games, dice games, and domino games;
volume two follows the same arrangement and then proceeds to games with numbers, card games requiring boards, and games requiring manual
dexterity.

Additional information is furnished on making boards and pieces, and on gaming-counters. Game players, toymakers, and historians of culture will
welcome this guided tour of games from Egypt, Meso-America, the Orient, India, Persia, Rome, Africa, Victorian England, and many other
societies. Over illustrations, both photographs and line drawings, add an illuminating counterpoint to the text. Get A Copy. Paperbackpages.

Published September 16th by Dover Publications first published More Details Original Title. Other Editions 3. Friend Reviews. To see what your
friends thought of this book, please sign up. Lists with This Book. Community Reviews. Showing Average rating 3. Rating details. More filters.
Sort order. Sep 16, Amar Pai rated it liked it Shelves: enjoyed-flipping-through. Reading right now about Chaturajiancient Indian predecessor to
chess. The bones of chess are there, but there's a lot of complicated extra rules, dice, 4 players, gambling I like that there's some Oxford academic
out there who dedicated his life to the study of ancient board games.

Bell, M. View 1 comment. May 03, Geoffrey rated it really liked it. A wide survey of board and card games from antiquity to the modern era,
from Asia, Europe, and the Americas. Most of the scholarship comes at least second hand, but the bibliography Board and Table Games from
Many Civilizations top-notch Even if many of the sources are from the late 19th and early 20th centuries. A definite jumping-off point for folks
interested in historical board games, but not one up to modern rigour.

Shelves: non-fictionguide-bookreferencegamesbooks-withtoratingsauthor-maley Very readable and easy to follow; the illustrations are excellent
and significantly add to the text. Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations inventiveness of mankind is both awesome and inspiring. It has
certainly never before occurred to me to play diagonal English draughts, where the opening opposing positions are laid out from each player's right
corner, along the three black square diagonals, in lines of 2,4,and 6 pieces, the remaining Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations
diagonal of 8 squares between the opponents being left empty I especially enjoyed the Very readable and easy to follow; the illustrations are
excellent and significantly add to the text.

I do like the author's practical outlook. He doesn't give rules for modern Chess, because, as he sensibly points out, these are easily obtainable
elsewhere. Feb 08, Micaela rated it it was amazing Shelves: historicalnonfiction.

I picked up this book for a history project researching the games played in the Middle Ages, and I was not disappointed. Did you know chess
used to be a game for four players, with dice? Did you know that Byzantine Emperor Zeno had such a spectacularly unlucky game of Tabula
backgammon that the losing turn was recorded for posterity? This book gives the known histories of these games and many more, dividing games
into families actually, and it also provides a description of gameplay.

I actuall I picked up this book for a history project researching the games played in the Middle Ages, and I was not disappointed. I actually
learned how to play several of these games and taught Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations rest of the family.

Great book, great resource. Jun 10, Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations rated it liked it Recommends it for: people with interest in
traditional board games. Shelves: gaming.

Considered a classic text with amazing deep research on traditional board games. I guess you don't read this as much as dive in to read up on
something that takes your interest at the time. An excellent resource on traditional board games, but not for me something you would sit down and
read. Jackie rated it it was amazing Aug 04, Al rated it really liked it Nov 18, Betty Dingus rated it it was amazing Mar 10, Katelyn Shaver rated it
really liked it Oct 29, Gab Pal rated it it was amazing Aug 11, Andrew rated it liked it Jan 23, Danny Loong rated it really liked it Mar 31, Dan
Ryan rated it really liked it Feb 12, Ximena rated it really liked it Apr 07, John rated it really liked it Oct 29, Christina R rated it liked it Sep 03,
Thomas rated it it was amazing Jan 25, Uri Bruck rated it it was amazing Jan 16, Rey Armenteros rated Board and Table Games from Many
Civilizations it was ok Aug 29, Michel rated it liked it Mar 02, Jussi Autio rated it did not like it Jun 18, Chris rated it really liked it Sep 13, Tony
rated it liked it May 05, David rated it really liked it Sep 30, Veronica Marianne Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations it liked it Sep
17, Peter rated it really liked it May 20, Andrew Elliott rated it really liked it Dec 31, Trevor rated it really liked it Jun 12, There are no discussion
topics on this book yet.

Readers also enjoyed. About Robert Charles Bell. Robert Charles Bell. Books by Robert Charles Bell. Escape the Present with These 24
Historical Romances. You know the saying: There's no time like the present In that case, we can't Read more Trivia About Board and Table G No
trivia or quizzes yet.
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There are many authoritative books on card games and chess, but only a handful on the dozens of other games known to mankind. This excellent
handbook by R. Bell is a basic reference to board and table games from around the world, and one of the two or Board and Table Games from
Many Civilizations finest books ever written on the subject.



Volume one is divided into chapters devoted to race games, war games, games of position, Mancala games, dice games, and domino games;
volume Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations follows the same arrangement and then proceeds to games with numbers, card games
requiring boards, and games requiring manual dexterity. Additional information is furnished on making boards and pieces, and on gaming-counters.
Game players, toymakers, and historians of culture will welcome this guided tour of games from Egypt, Meso-America, the Orient, India, Persia,
Rome, Africa, Victorian England, and many other societies.
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They have been arranged in six chapters:. Chapter 7 describes methods of making boards and pieces, and the Appendix contains ten biographies.
Most of the remaining material is only to be found in reports of museums and learned societies, foreign articles and books long out of print. A short
glossary of technical terms is given on p, xxiv; and to save space the bibliography also serves as a table of contents.

Whenever possible the games have Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations described under English titles. The reader is advised to omit
the lists of rules on a first reading; later any game that interests him can be studied in more detail.

Boards used for one game were sometimes taken for another; the chequered chess board was used for draughts both war gamesshaturanga a war
game was played on the ashtapada board a race gameand the board for fox and geese a war game was used for solitaire a game of position.

Such adaptations make game-reconstructions from antique fragments of doubtful value: because the X people of Upper Ruritania used a board for
a particular game, it does not follow that the Y people of lower Ruritania used the same board for the same game; nevertheless it is reasonable to
assume that they may have done so until contrary evidence appears.

Books on card games are readily available and, therefore, they have not been included; international chess has been omitted for the same reason.
Ninety-one games are described and the oldest was played some 5, years ago. May every reader find pleasure in these pages!

The author is indebted to the writers of all the publications in the bibliography, but there is an especial debt to the works of H. Murray, Stewart
Culin and Willard Fiske. It is a pleasure to thank Dr. Raymond S. Dawson for obtaining material during a recent visit to Peking and for help with
Chinese writings; Mr.

Kasbekar for Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations account of Tablan; Mr. Afoakwa for help with Wari; Mr. Hopper and Prof.
Dickinson read the manuscript at an early stage and made valuable suggestions; Mrs. Norma Trelease prepared the typescript; the staff of the
Oxford University Press have been most painstaking and helpful throughout the stages of publication; and last but not least, I wish to thank my wife
who has shared her house for several years with numerous boards and pieces.

THE author wishes to thank the many readers who have written to him over the last seven years; and whose comments and criticisms have brought
about the changes and improvements in the present text, or have been incorporated into a second volume which is being published concurrently
with this edition of Board and Tables Games from many Civilizations, I.

Especial thanks are due to the following: J. Barrs, Wembley; O. Brears, Rangoon; J. Campbell, Jackson, Michigan; D. Crowe, Ibadan; D. Duff,
St. Andrews; R. Fox, Princeton, Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations Jersey; D.

Fraser, Wembley; J. Gray, London; C. Board and Table Games from Many Civilizations, Birmingham; R. Hackett, London; H. Hoolim, Migdal,
Ascalon; J. Hudson, Cambridge; V. Kramiduiu, Bangkok; Maria L. Lumbroso, Rome; V.

Medley, Mount Merrion; A. Morehead, New York; L. Pijanowski, Warsaw; T. Ransley, Glasgow; W. Roycroft, London; W. Shepherd,
Manchester; P. Smith, Aberdeen; W. Stead, Great Ayton; D.

Stewart, Kelantan, Malaya; G. Towner, Cambridge; W. Wallis, Randfontein, South Africa. Ruppert, K. Washington Board and Table Games
from Many Civilizations. Thompson, Eric, personal communication I am indebted to him for drawing my attention to the last two articles and also
for the estimation of the age of the board at Palenque.

Taylor, E. Lord Carnarvon and Carter, H. Hammerton, p. Gadd, C. Illustrated London News23 Octoberp. Towry-White, E. XXIV,p. Nash, W.
Austin, R. LIV, p. Lanciani, R. Cotton, C. Forbes, D. Murray, H. I am indebred to Mr. Mohideen who sent this game to me from Hong Kong,
and to Mr.

History of Board Games other than ChessOxford,p. Redstone, V. XXI,p. Marin, G. Bassus, S. These three authors are quoted by Austin, R.
Kasbekar, personal communication. The board in fig. Sapper, von K.



I am indebted to Professor E. Thompson for drawing my attention to this article and to Miss Kramer for her translation. Fitzgerald, R. Volpicelli,
Z. Volpicelli, A. Lane, E, W. Bennett, G. Rattray, Oxford,pp. Herskovits, M. XLII,pp. Smith, E. Chaplin, J. LVI,p. Sturluson, S. Laing, 2nd ed.

London,iii. Quoted by W. Wright, T. Brown, Mrs. Canade, Sec. II,p.
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