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hermeneutics | Definition, History, Types, & Facts | Britannica
Hermeneuticsthe study of the general principles of biblical interpretation. For both Jews and Christians throughout their histories, the primary
purpose of hermeneutics, and of the exegetical methods employed in interpretation, has been to discover the truths and values of the Bible.



A brief treatment of hermeneutics follows. For full treatment, see biblical literature: The critical study of biblical literature: exegesis and
hermeneutics. The sacred status of the Bible in Judaism and Christianity rests upon the conviction that it is a receptacle of divine revelation.

This understanding of the Bible as the word of God, however, has not generated one uniform hermeneutical principle for its interpretation. Still
others have maintained that some parts of the Bible must be treated literally and some figuratively. In the history of biblical interpretation, four
major types of hermeneutics have emerged: the literal, moralallegorical, and anagogical.

The literal meaning is held to correspond to the intention of the authors. This type of hermeneutics is often, but not necessarily, associated with
belief in the verbal inspiration of the Bible, according to which the individual words of the divine message were divinely chosen. Extreme forms of
this view are criticized on the ground that they do not account adequately for the evident individuality of style and vocabulary found in the various
biblical authors.

Jeromean influential 4th-century biblical scholar, championed the literal interpretation of the Bible in opposition to what he regarded as the excesses
of allegorical interpretation. The primacy of the literal sense was later advocated by such diverse figures as St.

A second type of biblical hermeneutics is moral interpretationwhich seeks to establish exegetical principles by which ethical lessons may be drawn
from the various parts of the Bible. Allegorization was often employed in this endeavour. The Letter of Barnabas c. Allegorical interpretationa third
type of hermeneutics, Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation the biblical narratives as having a second level of reference
beyond those persons, things, and events explicitly mentioned in the text.

Philo Judaeusa Jewish philosopher and contemporary of Jesus, employed Platonic and Stoic categories to interpret the Jewish scriptures. His
general practices were adopted by the Christian St. Clement of Alexandriawho sought the allegorical sense of biblical texts. Clement discovered
deep philosophical truths in the plain-sounding narratives and precepts of the Bible.

His successor, Origensystematized these hermeneutical principles. Origen distinguished the literal, moral, and spiritual senses but acknowledged the
spiritual i. The fourth major type of biblical hermeneutics is the anagogicalor mystical, interpretation.

This mode of interpretation seeks to explain biblical events as they relate to or prefigure the life to come. Such an Hermeneutics: Principles and
Processes of Biblical Interpretation to the Bible is exemplified by the Jewish Kabbalawhich sought to disclose the mystical significance of the
numerical values of Hebrew letters and words. A chief example of such mystical interpretation in Judaism is the medieval Sefer ha-zohar.

In Christianity, many of the interpretations associated with Mariology the study of doctrines related to Marythe mother of Jesus fall into the
anagogical category.

In modern times as in other periods, shifts in hermeneutical emphases reflected broader academic and philosophical trends; historical-critical,
existentialand structural interpretation have figured prominently during the 20th and 21st centuries. On the nonacademic Hermeneutics: Principles
and Processes of Biblical Interpretation, the interpretation of prophetic and apocalyptic biblical material in terms of present-day events remains a
vigorous pursuit in some circles.

See also exegesis. Hermeneutics Article Media Additional Info. Print Cite. Facebook Twitter. Give Feedback External Websites. Let us know if
you have suggestions to improve this article requires login. External Websites. The Editors of Encyclopaedia Hermeneutics: Principles and
Processes of Biblical Interpretation Encyclopaedia Britannica's editors oversee subject areas in which they have extensive knowledge, whether
from years of experience gained by working on that content or via study for an advanced degree See Article History.

Read More on This Topic. Exegesis, or critical interpretation, and hermeneutics, or the science of interpretive principles, of the Bible have been
used by both Jews Saint Jerome as Scholaroil on canvas by El Greco, c. Get exclusive access to content from our First Edition with your
subscription. Subscribe today. Learn More in these related Britannica articles:.

Exegesis, or critical interpretation, and hermeneutics, or the science of interpretive principles, of the Bible have been used by both Jews and
Christians throughout their histories for various purposes.

The most common purpose has been discovering the truths and values of the Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation
and…. Talmud and Midrash: Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation of interpretation and thought. The first was primarily
logically oriented, making inferences based upon similarity of content and analogy.

The second rested largely upon textual scrutiny, assuming that words and letters that seem superfluous teach something not openly stated in the
text. This historical task broadens into a concern with the history and tradition of the religion that a particular theology represents.

In this concern many difficult and controversial questions arise, including Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation and to
what extent the canon scriptural standard of the…. History at your fingertips. Sign up here to see what happened On This Dayevery day in your
inbox! Email address. By signing up, you agree to our Privacy Notice. Be on the lookout for your Britannica newsletter to get trusted stories
delivered right to your inbox.

7 Principles of Biblical Interpretation | Facts & Trends
First, we seek to understand what the text is saying. Then we translate that information into the intended theological message. Finally, we explain
that message to the congregation. The interpreter needs to have a working knowledge of basic principles of interpretation. These hermeneutical
principles are like the tricks of the trade for an interpreter.



They guide us in our examination of the text so Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation our work is kept within the
bounds of legitimate hermeneutics. The assumption behind these principles is that, properly handled, the text will disclose its meaning to the
interpreter.

Interpreting the Bible— hermeneutics —is the science and art of understanding, translating, and explaining the meaning of the Scripture text.

To guide this process the preacher can follow basic principles that help the interpreter discern the intended meaning of the text writer rather than
imposing his own ideas on the text. Here are seven principles I would recommend. Bible scholars call this the genre of the text. That means the
general form the text takes—narrative, prophecy, poetry, history, gospel, epistle.

The various kinds of literature present their message in differing styles and with different structure. Narrative texts do not operate the same way
epistles do in getting their message across to the reader. The variety in literary forms can become a complicated study. Bible scholars go beyond
the basic forms I mentioned here to subforms with subtle differences the ordinary reader might not notice.

Often they disagree with one another about these subtleties. This is often considered the first and most important principle for accurate
interpretation. Bible Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation use the term context to discuss various aspects of the original
writing of the text—historical, social, political, religious, literary. It is this literary concern I have in mind as the context of the passage. The writer
follows a logical line of thought in what he writes.

What he said in the previous verses or chapters and what he said in the ones that follow will help make the text in question clear. Taking the text
out of that Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation risks misinterpreting it. Often clues in the surrounding verses will open
aspects of the meaning in your text you would have otherwise missed. A common and persistent myth about the Bible is that its real meaning is
hidden behind the surface message.

Even though the Bible uses symbolic or figurative language, most of it is clear to the reader. Even when you do not know about the people, places,
and events in question, you can grasp the point of the text. The use of figurative language in Scripture only enhances the plain meaning of the text.
Even though this is figurative language, we have no trouble understanding what he meant. His use of the metaphors makes it even clearer. This
principle of intentionality is critical for the expository preacher.

Unless you can learn the intended meaning of the text writer, you will not be able to preach the message of the text in your sermon. The intended
meaning of the text writer will also be the intended meaning of the Holy Spirit who inspired him to write. As you read his words, you are dealing
with a revelation from God. The same Holy Spirit who inspired these words in the first place wants this message to be preached again through your
sermon. Words carry thoughts. So we can look closely at his words, examining each one carefully for the part it plays in his message.

Also look at how the words and phrases connect with one another and how the sentences are constructed. If you can study the text in the original
language, you can gain greater insight into the meaning. Many preachers study Greek and Hebrew for that reason. But even if you cannot read
your texts in those languages, you can still use lexicons and word study books Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation
guide you.

Though your congregation is probably not interested in the Hebrew and Greek, your study will open insights that will make the message clearer to
them. You can do this without Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation into detail about tenses and forms in the original
languages.

Though a text has one intended meaning, it can have a number of significant theological themes. It can also have a number of different applications.
When you do the structural diagram and your observations, you will list these themes and what the text says about them. Identifying these themes
and understanding how they relate to one another in your text is a most helpful key to grasping its meaning.

These same theological themes will show up in different combinations in various texts throughout the Bible. You will also look through the text for
the predicates, the various things the writer is saying about his subject. The theological themes in the text will give you what you need for these
tasks.

This means looking at the text in terms of what it reveals about God and his dealings with his creation, particularly man. This is theological
interpretation. What it says about him will always be central to every text. The Bible was not given by God to tell us Hermeneutics: Principles and
Processes of Biblical Interpretation ancient religious people and how we should all try to be like them.

It was given to tell us about the faithful God whom they either served or denied. Even texts that give instructions as to how we should behave
reveal something about God. This sounds like Era Thanks for sharing. I wish you were my mentor in rightly dividing the word of truth for the
African church for the King and Kingdom. Never the less, we must be careful with our spiritual eyes of understanding open to the truth which the
Holy Spirit reveals irrespective of these principles.

Remember that the custodians of the law during the time of Jesus could not see the word of God right before them irrespective of the fact that they
were learned in the scriptures and interpretations. The disciples has a revealed knowledge of the scriptures. Most times, these principles become a
stumbling block to us and keeps us from freely receiving the truth from the Holy Spirit who is not Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of
Biblical Interpretation to this earthly principles.

Only the heavenly and divine principle tends to truth and life to as many that believe. Too much study brings weariness to the soul. All we actually
need to do is to ask for wisdom and knowledge of the scriptures in faith and we will just know. There are those of us that actually believe there are
absolute truths, which are not subject to anything, particularly anything in creation.



He is not under His creation. If non-specialists learn the correct principles and processes for hermeneutics, much more accurate and helpful biblical
interpretation can be accomplished. This gives the reader not only an understanding of the principles of proper biblical interpretation but also the
ability to apply those principles in sermon preparation, personal Bible study, or writing.

Your email address will not be published. Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment. About Archives
Subscribe. Search this website.

Dig Deeper at LifeWay. Comments I like Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation teachings. There is truth to both sides
of this coin however any truth taken to the extreme becomes error. Balance is the key to life. The teaching was wonderful but follow the leading of
the Spirit. Leave a Reply Cancel reply Your email address will not be published.

Hermeneutics, 2nd Edition | Baker Publishing Group
You can unsubscribe at any time. Enter email address. Welcome to Christianbook. Sign in or create an account. Search by title, catalog
stockauthor, isbn, etc. Bible Sale of the Season. Product Reviews View Product Info.

VirklerKarelynne Ayayo. Henry A. Meets Expectations:. Write Review. Displaying items of 9. Page 1 of 2 1 2 Next. Quality: 5. Value: 5. Meets
Expectations: 5. Was this review helpful? Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation as inappropriate.

Age: I have just started reading it but I have already learned some basic of hermeneutics. I would recommend this book to anyone wanting to
know more about the study of Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation Bible. Peter Edwards. I have been purchasing
books of many assortments from CBD for many many years.

This product is exactly what I ordered. The edition is concise, complete and easily understood. I am completely satisfied with Hermeneutics, 2nd
edition as a resource for my students. A must have resource for anyone in the desiring to be in the ministry. Daniel Klem. This text is amazing!

Virkler and Ayayo make understanding hermeneutics very easy! They obviously took the time to put this book in a clear and organized order that
makes it very easy to read.

ChristianBook got the book out right away, and I had it in my hands five days after ordering it!
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