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Karl Fulves. Numbers pervade nearly every aspect of our daily lives: telephone numbers, zip codes, Social Security Self- Working Number Magic:
101 Foolproof Tricks, driver's license and credit-card numbers. We are beleaguered by numbers: no wonder we're fascinated, intrigued, even a
bit bewildered by them; no wonder tricks involving numbers are perennial favorites. With Self- Working Number Magic you can perform show-
stopping tricks, stunts and routines that are sure to delight audiences because they capitalize on our natural fascination for numbers.



Karl Fulves, well-known writer in the field of magic presents baffling tricks that are so easy to do they Self-Working Number Magic: 101
Foolproof Tricks work by thenselves. While all the tricks involve basic mathematical principles, the mathematics is not discussed here; rather,
emphasis is on performing and perfecting the tricks. They can be learned quickly and put into operation immediately, and best of all, they really
dazzle an audience.

Among the seemingly impossible tricks and stunts in this book: guessing a spectator’s age or how long a married couple have known each other;
predicting the sum of a group of numbers and using your brain like a lightning calculator; and instantly memorizing long lists of numbers or things.

This selection also includes tricks mvolving cards, calendars, magic squares, and betting games. The author even suggests stage patter to use while
performng. With this book and a modicum of practice, anyone can perform an assortment of number tricks that will astound and delight an
audience.

‘Whatever your age or math skills, you'll soon be baffling friends and relatives with over fascinating, foolproof tricks. For over 40 years, he has
written hundreds Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks books on the subject and taught the art of illusion to thousands of people of
all ages. This legendary figure also edited and published such magazines as Epilogue and The Pallbearers Review.

Self-Working Number Magic: Foolproof Tricks

By Karl Fulves. The tricks, stunts, and games described in this chapter provide clear plot ideas to the spectator. But although they are seemingly
simple in effect, they lead to surprising Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks. Although based on established principles, they are
generally not well known, even to magicians, so they are likely to fool even the most sophisticated spectator. Follow it with a trick like Stunumbers
in the next chapter and you will have an exceptional combination.

I just found something I had written in grade school, the magician says. He holds up the piece of paper shown in Figure 1. Written on it in Self
Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks is nine. The magician continues, I remember it clearly.

We were asked to write our age on a piece of paper. I wrote this number and handed in the paper. He says, This was when I performed my first
magic trick. I wrote a dot like this, then I erased it by magic. The magician rubs the paper and the dot mysteriously vanishes. Picking up the nine
paper, he turns it over. Now there is a dot over the i, as shown in Figure 2. The secret is shown in Figure 3.

The number nine is written in script in such a manner that it reads the same right side up or upside down. The dot is placed as shown. When you
hold the paper as in Figure 1 to display it, the right thumb covers the dot. Place the paper writing-side down on the table. Then pick up another
piece of paper and pretend to draw a dot or circle. The spectators hear you write, but what they hear is the sound of the fingernail scraping against
the paper.

Place the pencil aside. Pretend to cover the dot with the fingers. Rub the fingers back and forth. The dot seens to have vanished. Then pick up the
nine paper, but make sure it is turned around so that the dot is uppermost.

Now the number appears as shown in Figure 2. The Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks has been magically transferred from one
piece of paper to Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks.

Some computer dating systenms use astrology and numerology to bring compatible people together. When you meet a happily married couple, offer
to demonstrate how numerology applies to computer matching, The husband and wife sit across the table from one another. Give each a piece of
paper. Ask each to jot down a single-digit number, that is, any number from 1 to 9. Ask her to do the computer figuring as follows. She is to
double her number, add 2, multiply the result by 5, and subtract 3.

Naturally the computer would do this instantly. Self-Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks computer would have your number on file, the
magician says to the wife.

And after doing that bit of figuring it would look for a compatible number in its memory bank. What result did you get? She might say You can see
how well it works. You must be very compatible because you wrote a 2 and your husband wrote a 7.

And they did! Whatever digit he chose, subtract it from In this example he wrote 7. Subtract it from 10 to get 3. In this case 3 is the key number.
Have the wife double her number, add 2, and multiply the result by 5.

Then you have her subtract the key number, which in our exanple is 3. When she does, she will get back both of the original numbers. To take the
above exanple, she might write 2 and her husband 7. She would double 2 to get 4, add Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks to
get 6, multiply the result by 5 to get 30, and subtract the key number 3 to get It is not necessary to make it obvious that you know his number.

You can glimpse it and then turn away. All that is required is a quick glimpse of the number for the work to be done. As simple as this trick is, it
has a strong effect.

The happy couple will be delighted to discover that the computer verified their compatibility and they will be mystified as to how the computer
knew. Some numbers refuse to be added, the magician says. The spectator is handed a pad and pencil. He writes the number 81, but he does so
with the writing side of the pad away from him as shown in Figure 4. The pad is then given to someone else, who totals the numbers and arrives at
the sum of The reason why is even more puzzling than the mysterious sum of 28 because the spectator discovers that although he definitely wrote
81, that is not what appears on the pad!



When the spectator holds the pad as shown and writes the number 81 on the reverse side, the writing reverses itself, changing 81 to You have only
to try it once to convince yourself that it works. To present the trick, draw a scribble on the pad, saying that it respresents a mysterious method of

hypnotizing people into doing strange arithmetic.

Take the pad from him and under his number write the number Draw a line below the two numbers and have someone total them. The first
spectator will want to check the addition, but when he sees the writing he will be surprised to discover that his numbers have rearranged
thenselves. The hypnotic spell worked. You offer the spectator an engagingly easy way to make a quick dollar.

Deal 16 slips of paper or business cards in a row on the table. The slips are writing-side down so no one can see the writing. Tell the spectator to
jot down the numbers 1, 2, 4, 8 ona pad in any order and to put plus and minus signs between the digits. He can use all plus signs or all mnus
signs or any combination of plus and minus signs. He might write the numbers like this:. Remember that all this is explained beforehand so you
cannot back out or change the rules.

In the above example he would perform the indicated addition and subtraction operations and arrive at Self- Working Number Magic: 101
Foolproof Tricks total of The result is then automatic. You cannot lose because he must end up on an odd-numbered slip. If; for exanple, he
arranges the slips in the order 2, 4, 1, 8, and puts in plus and minus signs as follows:.

As mentioned, he disregards the minus sign in the answer. He will thus arrive at the slip in the third position from the left and he loses. You can
cause the sumto be an even number by noting that the controlling factor is the digit 1. If you use just the digits 2, 4, 8, in any order, with any
combination of plus and minus signs between them, Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks spectator must arrive at an even number.

To exploit this, write the numbers 1, 2, 4, 8, 16 on separate business cards or blank squares of cardboard. Lightly mark the back of the 1-card so
you can recognize it at a glance. The top slip of the packet is an I Owe You slip. Hand the spectator Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof
Tricks packet of five business cards.

Tell him to mix them writing-side down and choose any three or four cards. Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks note whether or
not he picks the 1-card. Ifhe does, deal the 16 slips of paper fromright to left. Note that the real work is done before the game begins.

Have him arrange the chosen business cards in any order. Then tell him to place any combination of plus and minus signs between the numbers and
carry out the arithmetic operations. Whatever the result, he counts to that number, beginning at the left. This point should be made clear to the
spectator at the start. You can simplify things by standing at the same side of the table as the spectator.
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Goodreads helps you keep track of books you want to read. Want to Read saving. ... Want to Read Currently Reading Read. Other editions.
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We are beleaguered by numbers: no wonder we're fascinated, intrigued, even a bit bewildered by then; no wonder tricks involving numbers are
perennial favorites. With Self- Working Number Magic you can perform show-stopping t Numbers pervade nearly every aspect of our daily lives:
telephone numbers, zip codes, Social Security numbers, driver's license and credit-card numbers.

With Self- Working Number Magic you can perform show-stopping tricks, stunts and routines that are sure to delight audiences because they
capitalize on our natural fascination for numbers. Karl Fulves, well-known writer in the field of magic presents baffling tricks that are so easy to do
they practically work by themselves. While all the tricks nvolve basic mathematical principles, the mathematics is not discussed here; rather,
emphasis is on performing and perfecting the tricks.

They can be learned quickly and put into operation immediately, and best of Self-Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks, they really
dazzle an audience. Among the seemingly impossible tricks and stunts in this book: guessing a spectator's age or how long a married couple have
known each other; predicting the sum of'a group of numbers and using your bram like a lightning calculator; and instantly memorizing long lists of
numbers or things.

This selection also includes tricks nvolving cards, calendars, magic squares, and betting games. The author even suggests stage patter to use while
performing. With this book and a modicum of practice, anyone can perform an assortment of Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks
tricks that will astound and delight an audience. Whatever your age or math skills, you'll soon be baffling friends and relatives with over fascinating,
foolproof tricks.

Get A Copy. Paperbackpages. More Details Original Title. Other Editions 2. Friend Reviews. To see what your friends thought of this Self-
Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks, please sign up.

To ask other readers questions about Self-Working Number Magicplease sign up. Be the first to ask a question about Self-Working Number
Magic.

Lists with This Book. This book is not yet featured on Listopia. Community Reviews. Showing Average rating 4. Rating details. More filters. Sort
order. Sep 05, Alan rated it really liked it Shelves: magic. There are so many simple number illusions that there is no need to include some of the
illusions he has. Although Karls breadth of choice does give an idea of the options available to anyone who want to move forward, so maybe [ am
not being fair.



Jun 02, King Luma rated it liked it. I've only read a bit of the book so far, but I've learned a couple of good tricks from it. I'm thinking of using
some of the tricks in the book as the basis for an animated video.

Ouss Ouss rated it really fiked it Jan 05, Maritess rated it it was amazing Nov 29, Jeffrated it really liked it Feb 06, Amit Gupta rated it really liked
it Sep 17, RaymondWhoCares rated it really liked it Jan 21, Barbara Huie rated it it was amazing Dec 26, Timothy Rooney rated it really liked it
Jun 19, Shawn rated it really liked it Apr 05, Nontas rated it it was amazing Sep 11, Gershomrated it really liked it Feb 02, Joseph Bell rated
Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks liked it Mar 06, Brian Enigma added it Mar 27, Stefan added it Dec Self-Working Number
Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks, Bas marked it as to-read Jan 15, Angela Randall marked it as to-read Jun 25, Jeff La Marca added it Jun 29,
Michael marked it as to-read Feb 16, Joshua Macy added it Aug 03, Tom Maddox added it Jul 26, Michel Forst marked tt as to-read Dec 15,
Self- Working Number Magic: 101 Foolproof Tricks Oliver marked it as to-read Jul 09, Javier Martinez marked it as to-read Aug 29, Tia marked
it as to-read Dec 10, Robert marked it as to-read Dec 14, Lemmiskate67 added it Feb 24, Mike Mindel added it May 26, Bethany Nelson
marked it as to-read Jun 24, Jimjim marked it as to-read Nov 17, Robin Dawes marked it as to-read Jul 12, GIB marked it as to-read Jan 21,
Etai marked it as to-read Apr 27, Nathan Byrd marked it as to-read Aug 11, Timmarked it as to-read Jan 01, Jonathan Icasas marked it as to-
read Nov 11, There are no discussion topics on this book yet.

Readers also enjoyed. About Karl Fulves. Karl Fulves. Books by Karl Fulves. Related Articles. If you haven't heard of record-smashing singer
and songwriter Mariah Carey, is there any hope for you? Read more Trivia About Self Working Numb No trivia or quizzes yet. Welcome back.
Just a moment while we sign you in to your Goodreads account.
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