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Jan 02, Alex rated it it was amazing, Do I enter the real world of work or go on to get my master's degree were my life options. It wouldn't hurt to
take the GRE just in case. The temp agency where I worked placed me in a non-profit office job that happened to have a few GRE prep books.



Ore of'those is what we would nowadays call a "hack. This miracle prep book contained such gens as: - angles are drawn to scale. Ifthe
geometry question is asking for the angle of C and C looks like a 90 degree angle, then it is Do I enter the real world of work or go on to get my
master's degree were my life options. Ifthe geometry question is asking for the angle of C and C looks like a 90 degree angle, then it is. I don't
remember the name of'the book and definitely don't remember the author, but I bet William Poundstone heard of'it. Rock Breaks Scissors is the
exact same idea expanded beyond the GRE to include data, nvesting, and sports brackets. Using his Rock, Paper, Scissors game advice, I beat
my husband in successive friendly games.

Then told him the statistical secrets, so now I'mback to square one trying to read his mind. Really interesting read about the predictable behavior
of the human being. Poundstone's Doonsday Calculation is the same vein. It's not telepathy predicting what a person will do; it's knowing human
behavior. My GRE score ended up being far higher than what I'm capable of. Turned out, I was sick of school and ended up entering the real
work force. I've never gone back for any master's degree and feel fine about it. Jan 09, Heather Sinclair rated it it was ok Shelves: this-will-help-
me-out. This book explains some complicated statistical methods, breaking them down into an easy-to-read book. I found the concepts interesting
and at times eye-opening, but this book was dry.

It was a tough slog through some of the chapters, and others I skipped completely. The redenption, is that the techniques described for
outguessing and outwitting are totally practical and I'mready to put several into practice right now. Recommended for fans of statistics, p This
book explains some complicated statistical methods, breaking them down into an easy-to-read book. Recommended for fans of statistics,
probability, and "randomness" you'll get it when you read the book. Apr 17, Bill Glover rated it it was amazing. More proof of human inability to
understand or emulate even with understanding random sequences. It is a fin look at how the random is elusive to a human brain designed, out of
necessity, to create patterns from small or misleading data sets.

Oct 15, St Furated it liked it. There are a bunch of books out that argue that "we" are not all that rational. This book is the practical application of
that insight. Spending time on the battleground of a world where this is rampant depressed me. That others are eager to get out there and win these
battles depressed me even more. At the same time, some of the strategies presented There are a bunch of books out that argue that "we" are not
all that rational. At the same time, some of the strategies presented fascinated me. Nov 03, Suhrob rated it liked it. Poundstone is one of my pop-
sci writers, because he has a very wide range, writes well and doesn't shirk away from the more technical parts of the topic. This book takes it's
theme from the observation that people are not great in generating random sequences and applies it to several areas.

I've enjoyed this particular book a bit less, because most chapters seemed a bit inconsequential and I was also mostly familiar with the effects. Jul
23, Remo rated it liked it. The title is misleading, but I liked the book. It's about how predictable people can be, even when they think they're being
random This is sort of in keeping with Nate Silver and behavioral economics books I've read. If you're into that genre then you might like this
book. Chapters are short and have a quick summary at the end.

Interesting, not entertaining The topics and content are interesting, and the examples the author uses are good. There's an obvious effort involved in
the pre-work here. However, the chapters are quite repetitive, and at least half the book seens to be just filling material. Still enjoyed it and quote

it regularly.

Sep 26, Carlo Cortirated it it was ok. Kind of a silly little book that talks about odds of all kinds of things gambling, stock market, rock paper
scissors etc. Not terribly enlightening in any area, but the pattern of not-quite-randomness that emerges does show some human tendency in may
of these realms. Apr 22, Jen Watkins rated it really liked it. Some sections were more convincing than others, but I enjoyed the technique of
applying human's randomness fallacies to outguess people across a broad variety of situations. The history with Shannon's guessing machine at Bell
Labs was a memorable prologue.

May 14, Chris Hendriks rated it really liked it. Although I despise reading and watching sports and ganmbling the other chapters were so brilliant I
still score it a 4 stars. Jun 17, Peter Dancsok rated it liked it Shelves: science. A book about randommness and how things that seem to random to
us are not, plus a few tricks and tips.

Some facts were interesting but [ am afraid I will forget it very quickly. Feb 23, Gerald rated it it was ok. It was ok. May 10, Narinder rated it
really liked it. Randommness is overrated There is pattern for sure! Nov 24, Doni rated it really liked it. Too much on sports betting, but the other
chapters i. Mar 25, Bryan rated it liked it. Probably best for someone with a specific interest in one, or several, of the examples given.

Jun 21, Justine rated it liked it. Some of the book was really interesting, and I found The parts about Benford's law particularly intriguing, Less so
the parts about sports betting and Oscars winners. Mar 21, Cynthia rated it really liked it. Fascinating AND useful. There are no discussion topics
on this book yet. Be the first to start one ». Readers also enjoyed. Social Science. Self Help. About William Poundstone. William Poundstone.
William Poundstone is the author of more than ten non-fiction books, including' Fortune's Formula ', which was the Amazon Editors' Pick for 1
non-fiction book of He has appeared on the Today Show, The David Letterman Show and hundreds of radio talk-shows throughout t William
Poundstone is the author of more than ten non-fiction books, including ' Fortune's Formula ', which was the Amazon Editors' Pick for 1 non-fiction
book of Poundstone studied physics at MIT and many of his ideas concern the social and financial impact of scientific ideas.
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the selected payment method. Pay using card ending in. Taxes where applicable. Listeners also enjoyed Publisher’'s Summary A practical guide to
outguessing everything from multiple-choice tests to the office football pool to the stock market. Download the accompanying reference guide.
Reviews - Please select the tabs below to change the source of reviews.

Amazon Reviews. Sort by.. Most Helpful Most Recent. Filter by:. All stars 5 star only 4 star only 3 star only 2 star only 1 star only. Luke Very dry
but worth the read Any additional comments? Stephen Lovich Strong start but loses its way in the middle. Nothing here that a good editor couldn't
make better Would you be willing to try another book from William Poundstone? 1 would but only if he stays on the topic Was Rock Breaks
Scissors worth the listening time? Yes 1 person found this helpful. Rick Matt Weiner More interesting content Would you ever listen to anything by
William Poundstone again? Never How could the performance have been better? Performance was fine, content was terrible If you could play
editor, what scene or scenes would you have cut from Rock Breaks Scissors?
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Poundstone reveals how to overcone the errors and improve the accuracy of your own outguessing, He lives in Los Angeles. Convert currency.
Add to Basket. Book Description Condition: new. More nformation about this seller Contact this seller. Book Description Condition: New.
Satisfaction Guaranteed! Book is in NEW condition. Seller Inventory Book Description hardcover. William Poundstone demonstrates how to turn
this fact to personal advantage in scores of everyday situations, from playing the lottery to buying a home. Rock Breaks Scissors is mind-reading
for real life. Will the next tennis serve go right or left? Will the market go up or down? Most people are poor at that kind of predicting. We are
hard-wired to make bumbets on "trends" and "winning streaks" that are illusions.

Yet ultimately we're all in the business of anticipating the actions of others. Poundstone reveals how to overcome the errors and improve the
accuracy of your own outguessing. Rock Breaks Scissors is a hands-on guide to turning life's odds in your favor. Show More Show Less. Any
Condition Any Condition. EUR 4. The sheer inacy of show business is part of the fun for me and I hope you'll come along for the ride.

By: Bruce Campbell , and others. In Strategy: A History , Sir Lawrence Freedman, one of the world's leading authorities on war and international
politics, captures the vast history of strategic thinking, in a consistently engaging and insightful account of how strategy came to pervade every
aspect of our lives. By: Lawrence Freedman. Now, with a new Introduction and Afterword for , The Little Book that Still Beats the Market
updates and expands upon the research findings from the original book. Included are data and analysis covering the recent financial crisis and
model performance through the end of By: Joel Greenblatt.

A practical guide to outguessing everything from multiple-choice tests to the office football pool to the stock market. People are predictable even
when they try not to be. William Poundstone demonstrates how to turn this fact to personal advantage in scores of everyday situations, from
playing the lottery to buying a home. Rock Breaks Scissors is mind-reading for real life. Will the next tennis serve go right or left? Will the market
go up or down? Most people are poor at that kind of predicting, We are hard-wired to make bum bets on "trends" and "winning streaks" that are
llusions. Yet ultimately we're all in the business of anticipating the actions of others. Poundstone reveals how to overcome the errors and improve
the accuracy of your own outguessing. Rock Breaks Scissors is a hands-on guide to turning life's odds in your favor. Any additional comments?

This book may prove a struggle to stick with. Given the topics, the author has done well. There are a few annoying "look at this graph" references
but you aren't completely lost without being able to see them. There are sone little gens of useful information and some scary stuff'too for
example, the chapter on passwords. Definitely not for everyone, but some unique information in this books makes it worth the buy. Is there
anything you would change about this book? Nothing here that a good editor couldn't make better. Would you be willing to try another book from
William Poundstone? Why or why not? I would but only if he stays on the topic. Was Rock Breaks Scissors worth the listening time? Overall an
nteresting book.
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It's interesting, actually - I loved the first Freakonomics book, perhaps because it forced me to think about things in new ways, but also because it
genuinely offered insights into things I wouldn't have otherwise given any thought to. But that type of discovery really only works once, and by the
time Superfreakonomics came along to say nothing of the blog, podcast, etc. Not unnecessary or useless, mind you, but more incremental
advances rather than breakthroughs. And frankly, if we're talking about how to win the office NCAA pool and your advice is "use the algorithms
you can find on websites but tweak them slightly in case someone else is" seens aimed more at the desperate gambler than your general reader.

So I guess, if you haven't read Freakonomics or haven't thought about it since it came out , this is a good relatively up-to-date replacement.
Everyone else can feel fiee to take a pass. Well this book was rather interesting, Poundstone discusses how we think in patterns even when we
thing we are thinking at random. That lifes randomness seems too mainstream for us. The book referenced many studies from getting the best odds
at winning lottery money to best NCAA bracket. JWarrenBenton Jan 4, You must log in to edit Common Knowledge data. References to this
work on external resources. Wikipedia in English 1 William Poundstone. No library descriptions found. Book description. Hatku summary. Add to
Your books. Add to wishlist. Popular covers See all 8 covers. Quick Links Amazon. Amazon Kindle 0 editions. Audible 0 editions. Slideshare
uses cookies to improve finctionality and performance, and to provide you with relevant advertising,
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nmore.
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your ad preferences anytime. Upcoming SlideShare. Like this presentation? Why not share! Embed Size px. Start on. Show related SlideShares at
end. WordPress Shortcode. Next SlideShares. Sign up for a Scribd fiee trial to download now.
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Find out how you can avoid common pitfalls in identifying an author's signature. One of the most influential - and certainly most iconic - cultural
revolutions in American history, the Harlem Renaissance offers a compelling repertoire for both seasoned and novice book collectors. We've put
together a beautiful gallery of high points to help start your collection here. Add to cart Buy Now. Seller rating : This seller has earned a 4 of 5

Stars rating from Biblio customers. Item Price. Or just 0. William Poundstone demonstrates how to turn this fact to personal advantage in scores of
everyday situations, from playing the lottery to buying a home. Rock Breaks Scissors is mind-reading for real life.

Wil the next tennis serve go right or left? Will the market go up or down? Most people are poor at that kind of predicting. We are hard-wired to
make bumbets on "trends" and "winning streaks" that are illusions. Yet ultimately we're all in the business of anticipating the actions of others.
Poundstone reveals how to overcome the errors and improve the accuracy of your own outguessing. Rock Breaks Scissors is a hands-on guide to
turning life's odds in your favor. Any additional comments? This book may prove a struggle to stick with. Given the topics, the author has done
well. There are a few annoying "look at this graph' references but you aren't completely lost without being able to see them. There are some little
gens of useful information and some scary stuff too for example, the chapter on passwords. Definitely not for everyone, but some unique
information in this books makes it worth the buy.

Is there anything you would change about this book? Nothing here that a good editor couldn't make better. Would you be willing to try another
book from William Poundstone? Why or why not? I would but only if he stays on the topic. Was Rock Breaks Scissors worth the listening time?
Overall an interesting book. I did not like that it was trying to appeal to people who want to outwit others. I would have preferred a presentation of
established research. Mr Richards did not know the correct pronunciation of many words and names.

‘What would have made Rock Breaks Scissors better? More interesting content. Would you ever listen to anything by William Poundstone again?
How could the performance have been better? Performance was fine, content was terrible. If you could play editor, what scene or scenes would
you have cut from Rock Breaks Scissors? If you continue browsing the site, you agree to the use of cookies on this website. See our User
Agreement and Privacy Policy. See our Privacy Policy and User Agreement for details. The SlideShare family just got bigger. Home Explore
Login Signup. Successfully reported this slideshow. Your download should start automatically, if not click here to download. You also get free
access to Scribd! Instant access to millions of ebooks, audiobooks, magazines, podcasts, and more.

Read and listen offline with any device. Free access to premium services like Tuneln, Mubi, and more. Start reading on Scribd. We use your
LinkedIn profile and activity data to personalize ads and to show you more relevant ads. You can change your ad preferences anytime. Upcoming
SlideShare. Like this presentation?
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